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N O T E S A N D N E W S

Since, the last Bulletin  was sent out to members , the Society has 
suffered two irreparable losses by the death of its  f i r s t  President, Fred 
J. M e lv i l le ,  and of Lt .Colonel Samuel Anderson o f  Paignton, who had acted 
as Secretary o f  the Ireland Study Circle and supplied the Notes o f the 
findings of the Circle for the Bulletin. Some biographical deta ils  with 
appreciations of the work o f our deeply mourned friends w i l l  be found 
elsewhere in the Bu lle tin .

Congress. A l l  our thoughts are now concentrated on the 27th P h ila te l ic
Congress o f  Great Britain to be held at Bournemouth from Friday, 

May 3 to Monday, May 6. The Postal History Society is  the inv it ing  body, so 
we are a l l  more or less responsible for the success o f  this year’ s Congress. 
Our Congress Hon, Secretary, Mr. Robson Lowe, has put in a tremendous lot o f 
thought and energy into the arrangements for the Congress i t s e l f  and also for 
the Centenary Stamp Exhibition to be held in connection with i t  . He is to  be 
congratulated on the excellent Programme that has been issued, and we a l l  
look forward to great success crowning the e f fo r ts  of himself and his many 
friends at Bournemouth and elsewhere. Here is the Programme.

Friday, May 3rd
Delegates assemble at Congress Headquarters.
8.30 p.m. Reception at the Pav il ion  by the Mayor and Mayoress

o f  Bournemouth,

Saturday, May 4th
10 a,m. F irst business session in the Ballroom at The Royal 

Bath Hotel.
10.30 a.m. Paper: "The Production of Line Engraved Stamps",

by P.L. Pemberton Esq. , R.D.P.
11.30 a.m. Paper: "The History o f  the British Arriy Post O ff ic e " ,

by Colonel Guy R . Crouch, M.C., T.D.
2.30 p.m. Lantern Lecture in  the Pavilion: "A Hundred Years

o f  Postage Stamps", by Dr. William Byam, O.B.E.
8 p.m. Congress w i l l  be the guests o f  the Postal History Society 

at the theatre.

Sunday, May 5th
’8.30 a.m. P h i la te l ic  Writers ’ Breakfast.
11.15 a.m. P h i la te l is t s ’ Service at S t .P e te r ’ s Church, 

conducted by the Rev. Canon Hedley Burrows; 
preacher: the Rev. C.S. Morton.

2 p.m. Motor Tour through the New Forest, with tea at Lyndhurst, 
when Congress w i l l  be the guests o f the Bournemouth 
P h i la te l ic  Society.

7.45 p.m. Concert at the P av il ion , when Congress w i l l  be the 
guests o f  the Bournemouth Borough Council.
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Monday, May 6th
10 a ,m, Second Business Session.
10.20 a.m. Paper: "Congress and the War", by Leslie R.Ray Esq. 
Noon. Opening Ceremony of the Postal History Society 's

Exhibition in the Pavilion , to Commemorate the Centenary 
of the Adhesive Postage Stamp.

3 p.m. Ceremony of the Signing o f the Roll o f  Distinguished 
Philate l is ts  .

7.30 p.m. Banquet at Congress Headquarters.

The Exhibition at the Pavilion w i l l  remain open from May 6th to 
11th, and the p ro fits  w i l l  be given to the British Red Cross and the 
Order of St.John Funds.

New Members. The following: have been e lected  members o f  the Society since 
the last issue of the Bulletin :

Bournemouth and D is tr ic t  Ph ila te lic
Mrs Foster Bond
Miss Leah Chalmers
Arthur G. Davis
A.J. Ecclestone
L.C. Eiger
Colonel H.W. H i l l ,  C.M.G., D.S.O.

Society.
George Hubbard 
James Marshall 
Charles C. Palmer 
Lt.Col. Rose-Hut chins on 
W. Renouf 
P.C. Swan.

January 10th Centenary Dinner. Although now nearly three months ago, the
Centenary Dinner held to commemorate the 

inauguration o f uniform penny post, is s t i l l  a rea l and pleasant memory. An 
account of i t  w i l l  be found elsewhere in the Bulletin , including a fu l l  report 
of our President's speech on the occasion.

Dockwra's Penny Post. Mr. C.F. Dendy Marshall having supplied for public­
ation a l is t  o f  the recorded copies o f  Dockwra 

broadsides and pamphlets, we have taken the opportunity to i l lu s tra te  Mr, 
Marshall’ s l i s t  with actual reproductions of the or ig ina l documents. Photo­
graphs o f  these have been supplied for the purpose by the Guildhall, City o f 
London; Bruce Castle Postal Museum; whilst the Keeper of the Printed Books 
at the British  Museum gave permission for a reproduction of that very rare 
pamphlet "The Practica l Method of the Penny Post".
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Centenary Exhibition, In connection with Congress, but arranged by the
Postal History Society, a Centenary Exhibition is 

being held in the Exhibition Hall at the Pavilion , Bournemouth, from Monday, 
May 6th to Saturday, May 11th „ Here are further particulars taken from the 
O f f i c ia l  Programme:

There w i l l  be a Post Office open in the Exhibition Hall in the 
Pav il ion , and mail posted there w i l l  receive the special Exhibition 
cancellat ion.

The opening ceremony w i l l  take place at noon on the centenary 
day, May 6th, and the Exhibition w i l l  remain open until 9 p.m. on 
each day until the Saturday, May 11th, when i t  w i l l  close at 7 p.m.

The exh ib its , which are confined to Great B rita in , w i l l  be 
en tire ly  provided, by members of the Society, and w i l l  comprise:

Frames 1 - 9  
10 - 12 
13 - 18
19 - 22 
2 3 - 3 0  
3 1 - 5 2  
A - E 
F - I

Early British Postal History.
1840 Handstruck Provisional Stamps.
Mulready Wrappers and Envelopes.
1839-40 Essays and Proofs.
1840 Id. blacks and 2d. blues.
1841 - 1940.
British Post O ffices Abroad.
The Postal History o f  Bournemouth and Poole.

In addition, there w i l l  be a specia l exhibit o f  postal relics 
loaned by the Bruce Castle Postal Museum.

Admission to the Exhibition is ]/ - ,  with the exception o f the 
opening ceremony, which is 2/6, A season ticket fo r  the week costs 
5/-. Thursday and Friday mornings, from 10 a ,m. to 1 p.m., w i l l  be 
reserved for the schools.

Centenary of Penny Postage Souvenir Book. The Council o f  the Postal
History Society has sponsored a

Souvenir Book to commemorate the Centenary o f  Penny Postage, which it  is 
hoped to have ready for the Bournemouth gatherings from May 3rd to 11th.
Full particulars w i l l  be found on the prospectus enclosed with this Bu lletin . 
Special terms have been arranged for members o f the Society.



B O O K R E V I E W S

By the Editor .

From the C.W. Daniel Company, Ltd. I have received a book of Essays 
by E, Dingwall en tit led  "Things Grave and Gay, including a Century of Postage" 
The grave side of the Post Office is depicted in a well w ritten  biographical 
sketch o f  Rowland H i l l ,  and the gay side in a chapter en tit led  "Bits o f  Paper" 
in  other words adhesive postage stamps’. In a third chapter the Universal 
Postal Union is instanced as an example o f international co-operation in the 
service o f the public. The price of the book is 3s.6d,

In her book en tit led  "How the Adhesive Postage Stamp was Born", Miss 
Leah Chalmers, grand-daughter of James Chalmers, the Dundee printer and 
postal reformer, has presented a summary o f  the claims made by her fa ther, 
Patrick  Chalmers, some s ix ty  years ago, that James Chalmers should be credited 
with the invention o f the adhesive postage stamp. Miss Chalmers has put the 
case with such simplic ity and charm as to  almost disarm cr it ic ism . ;
James Chalmers was a good man, a useful c i t iz e n ,  esteemed by his fellow towns­
men in Dundee for the success of his e f fo r ts  in improving the postal service 
to Scotland. But the fact remains that his particular suggestion for an 
adhesive stamp was not adopted, and Rowland H i l l ’ s was. Adhesive stamps were 
in use on patent medicines before an adhesive postage stamp was ever thought 
o f .  Therefore it  seems clear that the adhesive postage label or stamp was 
an adaptation o f  the patent medicine labe l.

Colonel H.W. H i l l ,  C.M.G., D.S.O., has brought out a tribute to the 
memory o f his grandfather in  the form o f  a Scenario for a f i lm  with the t i t l e  
"Rowland H i l l  and the Fipht for Penn^ Post". The scenario forms only part o f  
the book, for there are also chapters/"The D if f icu lt ie s  o f  Postal Reform", 
"Coaching Glasses", "The Stamps of 1694", and the Chalmers Claim. The last 
named I have already dealt with. As regards the Scenario, Colonel H i l l  is 
to be congratulated on a l i v e ly  description of the postal service as i t  was 
before Rowland H il l  came on the scene, and also o f the changes that his plan 
brought about. Even to read through the 36 Scenes is worth a 3s.6d. seat at 
a cinema, and as this is  the price o f  the book I am sure there w i l l  be a 
great demand for i t .  Of the other chapters of the book, I  like best chapter 
X II  which brings out the rea l greatness o f  Rowland H i l l  in many fie lds  o f  
s e rv ic e .

Horace N. Soper has produced a most attractive  looking brochure 
en t it led  "A History of the Postmarking o f  Mail in Great Brita in  1661-1939".
The reproductions o f  old le tters  in red and black are exce llen t. Unfortun­
a te ly  the letterpress that accompanies the il lustra tions  is not so accurate 
as i t  might be. The brochure, which is r e a l ly  an introduction to the 
machines o f  Universal Postal Frankers Ltd „ , is obtainable at 5s. a copy.



COMEMORATING THE CENTENARY OF THE UNIFORM PENNY POSTAGE

DINNER IN LONDON

Organised by the Postal History Society, the Dinner was held at 
Oddenino's Hotel, Regent S tree t ,  on January 10th, and, in spite o f  the black­
out, proved an unqualified success. It is true that Major Try on, Postmaster 
General, was not present, owing to the exigencies o f the war, but he gave 
recognition to the occasion in a remarkable announcement to  the press at the 
time the dinner was being held that it had been decided to issue a set o f  
commemorative postage stamps.

Captain Hopkins, M.C . , President o f  the Postal History Society, was 
in the chair, supported on his right by Colonel H.W, H i l l ,  C.M.G., D.S.O., 
grandson o f Sir Rowland H i l l ,  and on his le f t  by the Misses Chalmers, grand­
daughters of James Chalmers, who promoted special reforms in Scotland and 
suggested in 1834 the use o f an adhesive postage label. Among the other 
guests present were other members of the H i l l  family, and C.G, Ammon, M.P. , 
ex-Postmaster General. The company numbered close on one hundred and was 
thoroughly representative o f  philately in London and the home counties.

An attractive  menu card and toast l i s t  had attached to i t  a f irs t  
impression o f the label that had been prepared for the 27th Ph ila te lic  
Congress o f  Great B rita in , showing the Die Proof o f  the Penny Black of 1840. 
During the evening sets o f  these labels were on sale at 2s06d. a set.

CAPT. HOPKINS'S SPEECH

In proposing the toast o f the Centenary, Capt. Hopkins said:

’’Among the many disappointments which the war has caused, postal 
historians and ph ila te l is ts  a l l  over the world have been deprived o f  what was 
to have been the outstanding event in the history o f  the ir  pursuit 9 name iy  
the recognition o f the centenary year.

The Jubilee o f  Penny Postage in 1890 was commemorated not only by 
various o f f i c i a l  functions and a conversazione at Guildhall, but by the issue 
of o f f i c i a l  souvenir postage envelopes, cards and special postmarks. Such is 
the s p ir i t  of defeatism in o f f i o i a l  c ir c le s  at the present time that the 
Centenary is being commemorated by the Postal History Society alone.

It was obvious that with the outbreak o f  war many o f  the a c t iv i t ie s  
and much o f  the publicity which would have been attendant upon the centenary 
year o f  the introduction o f  uniform cheap postage would o f  necessity go by 
the board. The International Stamp Exhibition which was to  have been held 
in May in London to celebrate a hundred years o f adhesive postage stamps was 
an ea r ly  casualty.
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It was also the intention o f  the Post O ffice  o f f i c i a l s ,  with the 
acquiescence of the Postmaster General, to  abandon the special issue of 
postage stamps which was announced early last year and which was in active 
preparation. Fortunately the wiser counsels o f  the Postal History Sooiety 
have to-day prevailed, and the stamps w i l l  appear after a l l .  The psychological 
e f fec t  of such a stamp issue w i l l  be very great, as it  w i l l  indicate to the 
world that in spite o f  our prosecution o f the war we can review normal 
happenings in their proper proportion.

The Postal History Society had undertaken last year to  sponsor the 
27th P h i la te l ic  Congress o f Great Britain which was projected in June next. 
Preliminary arrangements had been made fo r  the Congress to meet at the Royal 
Empire Soc iety ’ s headquarters in Northumberland Avenue, London, It was 
considered inadvisable to  carry on with th is  intention, and the Council o f  
the Society decided to plan a wartime Congress to be held early in May at 
Bournemouth, and which should take the place o f the cancelled International 
Stamp Exhibition.

This then was the situation which confronted me when I  succeeded to 
the Presidency o f  the Postal History Soc ie ty ,  a proud respons ib il ity  at any 
time, but particu larly so in the Centenary year. It  is perhaps f i t t in g  that 
the C ity  o f  Bath, which has been so prominent in postal reform throughout the 
years, should provide the leader o f the Postal History Sooioty at this time.
We remember with pride Ralph A llen  of Cross Post fame, and John Palmer the 
mail ooaoh pioneer. Isaac Pitman, the inventor o f  phonography (shorthand) 
was one o f  the 49 who suggested adhesive labels in response to the Government'*^' 
o f fe r  of a £200 reward fo r  the best method o f co llec t ing  the postage on le t te rs  
in connection with Rowland H i l l ’ s scheme.

On May 2nd 1840 the world’ s f i r s t  adhesive postage stamp was post­
marked in Bath, four days prior to  general re lease. In May 1912 the f i r s t  
air mail oarried over a distanoe o f  more than 100 miles was flown by B.C.
Hucks from Bath to London. These are w e l l  known faots , but I  quote them as 
indicative of the relationship  o f  the C ity  o f  Bath to the purpose for which 
our Sooiety ex ists .

On December 5th 1959 the Postal H istory Society organized a small 
dinner to mark the centenary of the introduction o f  the f i r s t  uniform rate 
of postage in Great Brita in  - 4d - a temporary expedient u n ti l  the main 
scheme was brought into operation. Now on January 10th we are doing our 
best to  celebrate in a modest way the introduction of uniform penny postage 
just a hundred years ago today. A looal penny post in London had been 
introduced by William Dockwra in 1680, but 160 years were to  go by before 
the country as a whole was to receive this boon.

In 1857 Rowland H i l l  published his pamphlet "Post O ff  ice Reform” .
Ignored by the o f f i c ia ls  in o f f i c e ,  it  roused publio opinion to an amazing 
extent. The popular outcry resulted in the sett ing  up o f  a Committee o f  the 
House o f  Commons, From this followed one o f the greatest advances in modern 
c i v i l i z a t i o n .  As the event proved, it  was a soc ia l revolution which changed 
the face o f  society throughout the world.



One hundred years ago the post was a luxurj; for the rioh. Rates 
were p roh ib it ive , It cost 9d to send a single sheet from London to 
Birmingham,, I f  a second sheet were enclosed the charge would be as for two 
le t t e r s .  In a l l  there were forty  d ifferen t rates for inland le t te rs ,  and 
the custom was to c o l le c t  on delivery. Commercial enterprise was affected 
in countless ways. For example, a firm 's trave llers  would delay sending in 
orders u n t i l  they could send several on a single sheet. B i l ls  for small 
amounts often were not drawn. Samples were not sent by post. Communications 
between banks and th e ir  branches were reduced to a minimum. Remittances were 
o ften  accompanied by the request not to return a receipt.

The upper classes were part ia l ly  relieved of the burden o f high 
postage because Peers, Members o f  Commons and o f f ic ia ls  had wide "franking'* 
p r iv i le g e s .  It was easy for an M.P. , however useless in other ways, to earn 
a goodly l iv in g  by jo in ing the Board o f  a large Company and then spending his 
time franking their correspondence.

The rea l tragedy o f the old system, however, was that to a l l  intents 
and purposes it  placed the postal services beyond the reach o f the poor, that 
is to  say, the masses o f  the people o f  Great Britain. For them social 
correspondence was pract ica lly  non-existent.

When the post did enter their l ives  it  did so as a te r r ib le  burden, 
and the receipt of le t te rs  was dreaded because they would require the payment 
o f  high postage on de l iv e ry .  Daniel 0fConnell, who was taking a prominent 
part in the agitation fo r  reform, calculated that an Irishman in England 
would have to use up one f i f t h  o f his month7s wages in order to send a le t te r  
home and receive a rep ly .

The system had given r ise  to every sort of evasion. Practica lly  
every c a r r ie r ’ s cart in the country carried le tte rs  surreptitiously. Invoices 
and other commercial communications would be enclosed with goods. Coachmen 
and guards, in fact tra ve l le rs  o f  every description, became unoffic ia l pcctmen. 
It was calculated that f iv e  sixths of the le tte rs  from Manchester to London 
and h a lf  the letters carried by private ships from foreign parts did not pass 
through the Post O ff ice .

The parliamentary spokesman for the new agitation was Mr. Robert 
Wallace, who came from Clydeside, the home o f so many movements "agin the 
Government", He succeeded in getting a Commission of Enquiry appointed to 
consider the postal system. Such a step did not mean, any more than i t  does 
now, that anything was going to he done, but it happened that there was at the 
o f f ic e s  o f  the South Australian Colonization Society a secretary who was to 
seize the opportunity which the Commission presented and f igh t the battle fo r  
reform through many b it te r  years until f in a l  victory was won.

This was Rowland H i l l ,  a schoolmaster, a mechanic- and a soc io log is t .
The reform of the postal system was his abiding passion, ana in 1835 he began 
devoting a l l  his spare time to the problem. As is so often the case with 
reformers his e f fo r ts  were blocked at every turn. He endeavoured to get into
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a London Post Office to examine its working, but his request was refused.
So he assembled "over h a l f  a hundredweight o f  raw material" , blue books 
and the l ik e ,  and began a serious and sustained study which culminated in 
the publication of his famous pamphlet in 1827.

That pamphlet has been r igh tly  called "the most important pamphlet 
in the w orld ’ . Never before or since has the publication of one had such 
far reaching results* B r ie f ly  the two ch ie f  points of his plan were a 
uniform low rate of postage, and prepayment«, The P.M.G., Lord L ich fie ld , 
deolnred that "o f  a l l  the wild and visionary schemes o f  which he had ever 
heard th is  was the most extraordinary'',, In parenthesis the Postmaster 
General today seems equally enthusiastic, and it is a matter for comment 
that none of the high o f f i c ia ls  o f the Post Office is present tonight, 
although a l l  were inv ited . The 14th chapter of the Gospel according to 
St.Luke seems to f i t  the occasion.

It may be thought that I «m bestowing fulsome praise on such a 
simple matter as penny postage. Postal services are so cheap and convenient 
today that everyone takes them for granted, but when we rea lise  that it  was 
only a hundred years ago that the conditions which I have outlined were in 
existence everywhere, the significance o f  the change can be appreciated,
No one can deny that this centenary is a centenary worth commemorating. 
Napoleon once said o f himself " I  shall go down in history with my Code in 
my hand". Sir Rowland H i l l  might well have said " I  shall go down in history 
holding in my hand a le t t e r  bearing a receipt for one penny". Such a le t te r  
is pictured on the inv ita tion  cards for the commemoration o f  THE CENTENARY 
OF UNIFORM PENNY POSTAGE which everyone present has received.

When the uniform penny rate was introduced throughout the British 
Isles on January 10th 1840, neither stamped envelopes nor the adhesive labels 
( la te r  called postage stamps) were ready. These did not materialise for 
another four months, and in the interim the sender of a le t t e r  had to take 
it  to the Post Office and pay to have it stamped there with a handstruck 
stamp. These usually took the form of a figure " l" , sometimes together with 
the le t t e r  "d" to denote one penny, and in addition a dated paid mark was 
applied„

Apart from London about 250 towns employed their own stamps, some 
combining their name with the amount paid. The members o f  the Postal History 
Society have got together an exhibition o f  covers used in this interim period 
between January 10th and May 6th 1840, and these are displayed for your 
inspection tonight.

The use of the adhesive label was not made compulsory until 1853.
The uniform rate of penny postage lasted u n til 1918, and although at this 
present time there is l i t t l e  hope of its  return, the great New Year's g i f t  
o f  January 10th 1840 merits the enthusiastic appreciation o f everyone.

The Press of January 11th was by no means unanimous in its praise o f  
the penny postage. Everyone whose personal interests were in some way a ffected
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was in vocal opposition as is the case with every great reform* There was 
indeed a loss to the revenue , and it was th ir ty - f iv e  years before the 
receipts o f 1829 were equalled. Cheap postage is not the goldmine some o f 
its  protagonists imagine. The amazing figures indicating the growth of 
correspondence under the new system are, however, proof o f its  success.
In round numbers 82 m ill ion  paid postal packets were delivered in the United 
Kingdom in 1829; in 1840 139 million; in  1850 327 m ill ion , and today the 
number o f  a rt ic les  o f  one kind and another posted during the year is 
approximately 8,000 m il l ion . A f i t t in g  result of a century of cheap postage 
and an everlasting memorial to the dogged e fforts  of a great man."

Mr. C,R. Clear o f the G.P.0, and Vice-President o f the Postal History 
Soc ie ty , proposed the toast of the Memory of S ir Rowland H i l l ,  and referred 
to the magnitude of his reform and the many qualifications he had for carrying 
i t  through. The toast was responded to by Colonel W, H i l l ,  C.M.G., D.S.O., 
who quoted many incidents in the l i fe  o f  his grandfather.

In proposing the toast o f the Memory o f James Chalmers, Mr. S,
Graveson recalled that S ir Rowland H i l l  received support from many quarters, 
both outside and inside Parliament. He coupled with the name of James 
Chalmers, Sir Henry Cole and W.H, Ashurst o f the Mercantile Committee,
Richard Cobden, Robert Wallace o f Kelly who promoted the reform in the 
House o f  Commons, Charles Knight the publisher, and Mr. Spring R ice, 
Chancellor o f the Exchequer, and Lord Melbourne, Prime Minister. In re ­
sponding to the toast, Miss Leah Chalmers expressed her pleasure at being 
present and at the acknowledgment that had at last been made o f  the work o f  
her grandfather.

The health o f the Chairman concluded the proceedings.

Among those present were: Captain Adrian Hopkins, M.C.,- in the 
Chair; C.G. Ammon, M.P.; Mr. and Mrs D.B. Armstrong; Dr. and Mr$ E.F. 
Armstrong; Mrs C li f fo rd  Bailey; Charles Bein; Mr. and Mrs Foster W. Bond;
C.F. Bowman; Mr. and Mrs G, Bradley; J.H. Brebner; D.M, Brown; G, Buokeridge; 
C.G. Bull; Mr. and Mrs R.C. Cade; Mr. and Mrs Bromley Carter; Miss Leah 
Chalmers; Miss H. Chalmers; Charles Clear; Miss Clear; G.W, C o lle t t ;  Colonel 
and Mrs Guy Crouch; W.P. Daniel; P. Dennistoun; Percy DeWorms; T .J . Edwards; 
Mr, and Mrs G.H. Goodson; Samuel Graveson; Brigadier Glyn G ry lls ,  O.B.E.;
W.E. Hadlow; Miss D, Hadlow; N.F. Hamilton; Miss Ethel Harper; A.H. Harris; 
Frank Harvey; Mr. and Mrs W.S. Haynes? Colonel H.W. H i l l ,  McC0, D.S.O.;
Miss J „ H i l l ;  Dr. R. H i l l ;  Mr and Mrs G, Hubbard; Mr and Mrs D.R0 Hunt;
E.F. Hurt; Mrs Helen Isaac; Mr. and Mrs J.H* Jennens; Captain Charles Jewell; 
R.S. Johns; R.V. Johnson; The Rev. Eton Jones; J„A„ K ilpa tr io ; Adolph Lang;
B. L i l lyw h ite ; L„Je G ilbert Lodge; Mr. and Mrs Robson Lowe; S .J , Marriott;
The Rev, C.S. Morton; K. Nordall; Mrs Pattison; Frank P ra t t ; Leslie  R, Ray; 
J,A. Rosevear; Dr. and Mrs K.J.L, Scott; R.A, Snook; G.R. Snow; Mr. and Mrs 
J.K. Stevenson; Dr. Dudley Stone; Lady Struthers; Miss Rose T it fo rd ;  R*F.
West; A.T. White; Colonel G.C. Wiokens; M„ Williams; L.N. Williams; Mra 
Margaret W iltsh ire ; Miss Vivienne Wright; Dr. Paul Wolf,



DOCKWRA PAMPHLETS AND BROADSIDES

By C. F. Dendy Marshall, M,A.

Among the rarest and most interesting items which i t  is possible for* 
a Postal History co llec tor  to acquire are the broadsides, e tc . issued in 
connection with the London Penny Post o f 1680-82.

M e lv i l le ,  in his "Origins of the Penny Post" does not give a complete 
account o f  these documents, and the three he does mention are mixed up with 
quotations from newspapers of the period, which compared with the pamphlets 
and broadsides, are of much less interest and value.

I  have found evidence of there having been s ix , as fo llow :

1. The orig inal advertisement, dated A p r i l  1680, single sheet, 8^-in, broad 
by M in . hish, printed on both sides , beginning A PENNY WELL BESTOWED. This 
is re ferred to in M e lv i l le ’ s book, p.51.
Copies known: Guildhall Library; Postal Museum, Bruce Castle, Tottenham;
P.L. Pemberton; my co llec t ion ; one in U.S.A. One which belonged to E liot 
Hodgkin was described in "Rariora". Mine came fbom Drcpmore .

2. A description o f  the post, dated 1681. Evidently issued in A p r il ,  as 
the "Protestant (Domestic) In te l l igence ", No.109 (March 29th, 1681) said fu l l  
information w i l l  be published " in  a few days". Sheet ( fo ld e d ) ,  8in. wide by 
12-^in. high, printed on a l l  four sides, beginning THE PRACTICAL METHOD OF THE 
PENNY-POST. Transcribed by Melville pp.55-64, and Gladstone, "Great B rita in ’ s 
F irst Postage Stamp".
Copies known: British Museum (2 ) ;  Guildhall; my co llec t ion ; one in U.S.A.

3. Handbill, size not known, dated 1681. Printed on one side only, headed 
"By the PENNY POST, Lyme-Street" . Not mentioned in M e lv i l le .  The Postal 
Museum at Tottenham has a photograph.

4. Another description , generally similar to 2. Evidently issued before 
September 1682 . Sheet fo lded , about 8g by 13in. printed on a l l  four s ides, 
beginning THE PRACTICAL METHOD OF CONVEYANCE OF LETTERS. Not in M e lv il le .
Copy known: Guildhall. The date of issue may have been cut o f f .

5 # "AN ANSWER TO MR. DOCKWRA’ S CASE CONCERNING THE PENNY-POST" . Anonymous. 
Issued between 1682 and 1689.
No copy known, but i t  is mentioned in 6.

6. "AN ADVERTISEMENT on the behalf of William Dockwra , Mercht . Concerning 
the PENNY-POST". Sheet, 8 by 12in . ,  printed one side only. M e lv i l le ,  p.75. 
Copies known: British Museum; Postal Museum, Bruce Castle, Tottenham. The 
second is dated (by hand) "London Printed August 26.—LXXXIX".



Dookwra Pamphlets and Broadsides - 2

Note by the Editor o f  the Bu lle tin .

Comparing items 2 and 4 mentioned in Mr. Dendy Marshall’ s Notes, the 
fo llow ing interesting fa c ts ,  some of them new to me, are brought out:

That in 1682 Dockwra and his partners were s t i l l  meeting with 
opposition and discouragements, "vexed with unreasonable and very expensive 
lawsuits" o A newsdbion at law was pending of "Ten thousand pounds" at the 
in s t iga t ion  of the Duke o f York. That he and his partners had lost £1000 
per annum on the post. They were "out o f purse some thousands o f  pounds".

I t  w i l l  be noted that in the t i t l e  of the later broadside on 
advertisement the words Penny Post are relegated to a place o f less 
prominence, Conveyance o f Letters being substituted as the principal t i t l e .

Another fact brought out is that Coffee Houses and Shops were called 
Penny Post Houses.

Complaints as to delays produced the excuse that the Dockwra service 
did not pretend to give such quick dispatch as by spec ia l messengers. There 
is a reference tc Bell-men, which suggests that Joyce in his History o f  the 
Post O ffice was wrong in  giving Povey the credit of introducing to London 
the postman with a b e l l .

As regards the regulations to be observed, the following deals with 
the complaints that had been made that an extra penny was demanded on the 
d e live ry  of a le t t e r :  "3. A Penny (ready changed) must be le f t  with every 
Letter or Parcel, when put into the Pennv-Post-house , and nothing w i l l  be 
demanded or taken, i f  o f fe red , by the messenger that de livers  i t ;  Penny-Post 
paid being starapt on every Letter and Parce l, according to the Triangular 
form on the front o f  this sheet" .



E N N Y
W ell Bellowed,

O r a Brief Account of the N ew  Defign contrived for the 
great Increafe o f Trade, and Eafe o f Correfpondence, to 
the great Advantage o f the inhabitants of all forts, 
by Conveying o f  L E T T E R S  or P A C J g V E T S  under 
a Pound Weight, to and from all parts within the Cities 
o f London and Weftminfter ; and the Out Parifhes within the 
W eekly B ills o f M o rta lity,

For One Penny.
k r e  is nothing tends more to the increafe o f Trade and Bufmefs than a 
Speedy, Cheap,and fafe w a y  o f  Intelligence, much being obltru&ef 
and more retarded in all Places w here that is wanting. F o r as Money 
like the Blood in Natural Bodies,gives Life to Trade by its Circulation 
fo Correfpondence like the Vital Spirits, g ives it Senfe and Motion; 
and the more that thefe abound in any P lace , tHe m ore doth that 
Place increafe in Riches, Strength, and Vigor.

But in this Age it is not to beexpe& ed that any N e w  Defign can 
be contrived for the Publish G o o d , without meeting many ralli 
Cenfures and Impediments, from  the Foolilh and Malicious ; there-i 
fore ’twas not likely this Ihould elcape that common Fate. Yet'W e 

hope to all the reafonable and C andid, w ho are w illing to underhand their own Jn tere ft, this 
Paper m ay be Satisfactory.

F o r ’tis Undertaken by the Methods o f that Correfpondency fettled , that any Perfon may 
prom ife him felf his L e tte r  o r  P acqitei fhall Tafely com e to any place directed t o , lying 
w ith in  the Cities and Suburbs o f London and VVeffmtnffer, and all their contiguous Buildings; 
a lfo  to W apping, R a tcliffe  , Lytne-houfe, ‘Poplar and B la c k w a l l ; to  R edriffe , Southwark , 
and fo to N ewington and L a m b eth  ;  to H a ckp ey , IJlin g to n ; and all other places within the 
Weekly B i l l i  o f  M ortality  , be it farther or nearer , to arid from  any o f  the aforefaid Places*

For One Penny.
T h e  times for i/Tuing out o f  L e tte rs  to any of the aforefaid Places, to be in the Sum m er time 

from  Six in the Morning to N in e  at N ight,and at reafonable hours agreeable to the W inter Seafori.
T o  the m oil remote Places L  etters  lhail be fent at lead: F ive  times a day.
T o  Places o f quick N egotiation within the City , and in the Term  time for fervice o f  the 

L a w  Bufm efs, at lead: F ifteen times a day.
N o  Letters that come after N ine at N ight, to be delivered till next Morning (except fuch 

Letters as arc for the Poft-Ojffce General.}
B y  this means all Perfons , as w ell Gentlemen , L a w y e r s , Shop-keepers * and Handi­

crafts M en , that make and deal in Commodities vended b y Patterns and poor Prifoners , 
and all others, have that difpatched for a P en n y, which ufually Colts Three Pence, SixPence, or 
a  Shilling. N ow  to oblige Men to  pay more when they can hereby be cheaper ferved, w ere to im- 
pofe an illegal T ax  upon the Inhabitants-without their Con(sms-.

Befides many Journeys o f T aylors, Weavers, and other poor Artificers, and their Servants, 
w ill  be. fpared who now confume much time abroad in going to and f r o ,  to  the im- 
poveriftiing o f their F am ilies ,  becaufe they cannot extravagantly pay a Porter for a MeJ&ge,

Dockwra Penny Post Advertisement from original in 
Bruce Castle Postal Museum



or Carrying a Letter. Etft now th eir time w ill he im ployed in their C a llin gs at hem e , to the
i 2 ;

• ^ “ h ^ n i f o t a i k T O n T c t o e n s  and o th e rs , fo r their e» ;n  fa k e s , are obliged to 
And theee taking and difeourage all thofe w ho only lor their p rivate  1 ntereft, endea-

o interrupr rue progrefs ot it, to deprive them  o f  fo great a benefit 
For notwithftanditlg the O bjeftion that ftem s to  fw a y  w ith  the VU g a r  o n ^  behalf

encourage

o f  th\  P o rte rs , whofie Clam ours and Riotous Proceedings is a great Scandal to their Society.
There needs not much be faid in Anfwer. . , ,, . .  . . .  . r

But for Satisfaction to  the well meaning am ong them , and all others, W e A n fw er : 
r That m o fto f the Im pioym ent in this V nd ertak in g , had never been without lt by 

reafon o f the great C h arge o f  Portridge, Mettages being ufually difpatch d b y  the Matters them-
felves,their Apprentices or Servants, to the great lofs o f  their time.

r .  More Bufinels increafing w ill occafioti m uch m ore Burthens (.being their proper Imploy- 
m ents) to be carried , then their Lofs by Letters cat amount to.

5. They h ive  no A uthority to Monopolize the D elivery  ol Letters to th em le lves, it  being
by Law  free for any Man. . , , . . .  ,

4 Divers o f the Ticket-Porters, and m any poor Freem en , a re 'im p lo y e d  in this Vnder- 
takihg , who have been good Citizens, and d eferve  m ore Encouragem ent than m od o f  thofe
that pretend to fuffer by it. . . . . .  ,

.  But i f  no Man mutt be fuffered w hom  the Porters apprehend in ju rio u s to them , then 
fliould the Hackney-Coachm en, Carm en, and W aterm en, be put out o f  th e ir  C a llin g s , that 
the Porters m ay have the more Bufinefs ; and eve ry  Shop-keeper for fear o f  difpleafing their 
Servants ( the Porters) mutt fpend more, and gain lefs, than they m ight to hum our them ; for what 
is by any Man faved b y  this Expedient, mutt in fallib ly again be fpent ampngfi: the Tradelm eru 

Nor can it be efteemed a w rong to an y , none being com pelled, prohibi’ e d , or reftrained 
hereby, it being left free to all Perfons either to  im brace the benefit o f  this Vndertaking, or to 
Imploy Porters at their Pleafure; fo  that in good earned the Porters Q u arre l is again ftth e 
whole Body o f the Inhabitants in thefe C ities.

For i f  they Im ploy Potters and not m ake ufe o f  this Contrivance ,  then is there no ground 
o f C om plaint; but i f  they find a Benefit in C onveying their Letters ,  th is w a y , and do
not fend the Porters, then is their Q uarrel really  againft the Inhabitants ,  and not the Vnder- 
takers , who w ill have more caufe to lament ( i f  it  m ifearries) than the Porters.

But i f  it w ere granted prejudicial to the Porters Q w hich is not a llow ed  ) ye t the Letter 
ought to yield to the Greater , and the Private to  the Publick, feeing in a ll well-regulated Go* 
vernments Publick Good w as never forced to  ftoop to Private C o n ven ien cy  ; fe r  i f  fo , 
Printing and Guns mutt have been Supprefled for W riting-Clerks and F letch ers , N avigable 
Rivers for Carriers , Publick Water-Works for the fake o f T an kard -B earers, and the Jack- 
Smiths o f London put dow n to fet up a new  G en eration of Turn-fpitts ; y e t  though thefe and 
other Laudable Inventions may damnify fome forts o f  Callings , th ey feldom  hurt the Perfons 
for we have hitherto feen they have found new  w ays o f  L iv in g  , fo r indeed they ferve to 
heighten Induftry , w hich is a great and Publick Good alfo. T h e  lam e O bjectio n  Q or greater) 
lies a gainft the Pott-Office General t and efpecialiy againft the Pettit O fficers Im ployed up 
and down the T ow n  to C arry their Letters , th ey  not*being Porters nor fom e o f  them Free­
men o f London ; fo that w hatfoever is laid againft this Vndertaking reflects upon that Pub­
lick Office.

Some o f  the Conveniences o f this Vndertaking are as follow s:
All Countrey G entlem en,Traders,eJr.can hereby g ive  notice to Friends o f th eir A rrival to Town*
Lawyers and C lyents eorrelpond about necceflary Occurences in Law .
Much time fayed in Solicitation for Moneys.
Eafy notice given oi all meetings between men o f  Bufinefs at a remote diftance.
Parents may Converfe w ith  their abfent Children at Boarding-Schooles & c .
Children w ith  their Parents to the Im provement o f  theis Hands , S tile , and Learning. 
M athem atick, Mufick , Singing , Dancing-M atters and Teachers o f L a n g u a g e s , to g ive  no­

tice o f all difiippointments to their Schollers. &
T h e fick Patients frequently to Correfpond w ith  their Dodtors and Apothecaries.
And many more profitable and pleafant u fe sm a y  be made o f  this cheap w a y  o f  Correlbond- 

dence, too many to ennumerate. *
Therefore w e ' ffiall leave all the Ingenious to find out wherein our Invention m ay be fer- 

viceable to them , and refer all people to be convincedby Tim e and Experience 3

The True Touch-ftone o f alJ Defigns.
____ '  ~ L 0 ] S f D  O N ,  "

Printed for the Vndertakprs, by Thomas James at die Printing-prefs in 
Mincings Lane April. M. DC. LXXX.
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The Pra&ical Method^
(E )o  c&uvftx. [W ‘J ^ c'Vr^f

O F T  H E /A

PENNY-POST:
Being a Sheet very neceflary for all Perfons to hav$ by them,

For their Information in the Regular U fe o f  a D e -  
fign fow e ll Approved of, for quickening C orre - 
ipondence, Promoting Trade and PublickGood.

W ith an Exclam ation o f the following Stam p, for the 
M a rlin g  o f all Letters.

Hereas William Dockxcra of London Merchant, and the reft o f  the 
Undertakers, (who are all Natives and free Citizens of London) 
out o f a fence of the great benefit which would accrcw to the nu­
merous Inhabitants of this Great City, and adjacent parts, (with 
hopes o f fome Reafonable Encouragement hereafter to Them - 
felves) have lately fetup a New Invention to convey Letters and 
Parcels, not exceeding One Pound Weight, and Ten Pounds in 
Value, to and from all Parts within the Contiguous Buildings o f  
theWeekly Bills Mortality for a Penny a Letter or Parcel,where­
by Correfpondency, the Life o f Trade and Bufutefs, is and w ill 
be much facilitated \ and having for above a year palt, with great 
piins, and at fome Thoufands o f  Pounds Charge, reduced the 

fame into Practice, which does manifeftly appear to beforthe Publick Good  ̂ yetasa lln ew  
Defigns at firft ufually meet with Oppofition and great Difcouragcments, rarely (if at all) pro­
ving beneficial to the Firft Adventurers, fo hath this alfo incurr’ d the fame Fate hitherto, efpe- 
cially from the Ignorant and Enviousg burthe Undertakers do hope that ail People will be 
Convinced, by time and experience, which removes Prejudice and Errors, and renders all New 
Undertakings Com pleat •, for the Attainment o f which good Ends, they have with great In- 
dultry, much expense of time, and at a Chargeable Rate, made fuch Alterations in their 
formed Methods, as ( they hope )  will now give Univerfal fatisfadion. And whereas there 
hasbeen much Noifc about the pretended Delays and Mifcarriage o f Letters going by the 
Penny-Pofi, which has rifen through the great Miftake .and Negledt of other People, as 
the Undertakers can fufficiently Evidence, by many Autheritick Certificats which they have 
ready to produce, for the Juftification of their due Performance in General, yet has there 
been fo many Cauflefs and Unjuft Reflections caft on lo Ufeful an Undertaking, that they 
hold it highly Ncceflary to undeceive the W orld, by fhewing fome o f  the grounds from whence 
they fpring, viz..-.Some Menfuppole, 2nd confidently Ailedge their Letters are Mifcarried, 
( o r  at leaft D elayed,) becaufe they have not always aft immediate Anfwcr, when perhaps

Plate' i.



the Party is not then at Leifure to write, or for private Reafons unwilling, or in the Cono 
try,;  or removed to fomc other part o f the T o w n , where the Meffengers cannot upon the 
flxiftdt enquiry Learn or find him o u tb e fid e s  fome Men will not in many Cafes own the 
Receiptof Letters duly Delivered into their hands, or in their abfcnce left for them at their 
RefpeXivc Houfes or Lodgings, efpecially where they are Dun’d for Money, which they ei­
ther will not or cannot Pay.

Sotnt Complain o f Delays o f Letters, though in their Abfence they were duly left for 
them, and through the carelefs NegleXt o f Servants, and.othcrs( to whom they were De­
livered, have been miflaidand detain’d many Hours (fomtimes D ays) and to excufc their 
own fault, do Charge the Delay upon the Penny-Poft, pretending the faid Letters were but 
then brought •, which the Stamps o f the Hour willnow deteX.

It very often falls out that many Perfons that have w ritten, do not always put in or fend 
their Letters to the Pcnny-Poft at the fame inftant, but fometimes long after, an Hour, Two or 
Three, nay the D ay after the Lettersbave been Dated, which upon the Delivery is Charged • 
as adelay proceeding from.the Office ; which mifehief People might eafily Prevent, i f  they 
would pleafe to be punXualand juft,in fetting the Day o f the W eekend cxaX Hour o f  the D ay 
under the Subfcription-agreeable to the time the fame was really put in at the Receiving Houfe.

K r r , rMond. \ J  Wcdrt.
A s for Example, \ A1or^  xo^ \ A f t .  3,4,5.

Alfo Letters that Men fometimes fend by Porters to feveral Parts o f  the T ow n, after they 
have Idely (perhapsin an AU-Hauf. ) kept them ft>me Hours intheir Hands, and have Re­
ceiv’d 4 d. 6 d. or 1 1 .  d. for Carriage o f them, have been put in by them to be Conveyed by the 
Penny-Pop, ( their Stamps of Delivery appearing upon them,) which has Caufed much Re- 
flecflion.upon the Office, as if  the delay proceeded from NcgleXs therein.

Others intruding Boys and other Servants to Deliver their Letters at the Receiving Houfes, 
are.often deceived by their Dcftroying fuch Letters to keep the Money, though fo trivial, and 
by their Loyrtringnnd long Delay before the fame be left by them, time is loft, all which is 
unjuflly Charged on the Penny-PcJL

There are many other Caufes o f Delays o f Letters, which yet ought rot to be Charged on 
the Office,as when DireXions are not fo plainly W ritten ( as they ought to b e ,) and when they 
arc very ill D ircXcd, Perfons that write do frequently omitfotmention the Trade and Sign, 
or near what Place, Lane, Church, Remarkable Publick Houfo, or Tavern, <5~c. which is al­
together Neccflary everywhere; but efpecially in long Streets and large Places, fuch as are 
in this great City and Suburbs, as the Strand, Covent-Gar den, Thames-ftre-ct, Wapping, South­
ward  &c. all which occafions not only Delays, but Expence of theMeffcngers time to leek 
out,and enquire for the Parties,but often times fuch Letters lie Undelivered, it being fometimes 
impoffiblc by the moll Acute Interpreter to Read, much iefs find out how, or where to De­
liver them, and fuch ffiort, imperfcX and blind DireXions, ( as are, more or lefs, daily fent to 
goby the Penny-Poft) beget them great Trouble, much Vexation; and unjuft Difparageincnt.

Furthermore,Moft Letters that are fent to Carriers and Stage-Coaches,are rejeXed at the Inns 
for want o f twopence, which they require for Carriage, and often times abufe the MeffengerS 
that offer them ; therefore all Perfons arc Defired to take Notice thereof,and either to fettle 
the Receipt with Carriers,Coachmen or others,to take them without Money, (  by agreement) 
or to fend T w o Pence for the future, and Endorfe upon luch Letters, Carriage Paid 2 d.

As for fuch as Object the Mifcarriage o f their Letters, becaufe not come to hand, they are 
under the greateft miltake o f all; for if  they pleafe to fend or come to the Chcif Office in 
Lyme-ftrect, they flrr 11 find them there, remaining under their proper Alphabetical Letter, 
Endorfecl with the True Reafon why they could not be Delivered, though the Meffenger has 
fpent thrice thedue time to find them out, whichat laft has not been poffiblc tod o , by Rea­
fon o f fuch bad DireXions, and for want o f Money at Inns, as before mentioned; but thefe 
Letters lie ready for any that flv/ill plet.fe to call or fend for them by the Penny-Poft, though 
every fuch Letter has .caufcd Scandalous and unjuft Reflexions o n 'th e  Undertaking, 
among thotifands o f Perfons firft and lift, yet the Pcnny-Poft has been altogether .innocent-

Now for Remedy o f divers o f the forementioned Mifihiefs, and to prevent the further 
fpreadingof miftaken R eporisof the Dclaysand Mifcarriage o f Letters, which has notonly ten­
ded greatly to the Prejudice o f \hc Pyny-Poft but to the hinderanceof the Inhabitants from 
Embracing the great Benefit that they might have received, by the Ufe o f this Conveyance.

The Undertakers have provided the Stamps aforefaid to Mark the Hourof the Day on all 
Letters when fent out from their Office to be Delivered, and all Perfons are to expeX their 
Letters within one Hour ( little more or lefs from the time Marked thereon,) (excepting 
fudi Letters ns ary to the four Out-Towns, and the Remoteft Parts,) which neceffarily require 
alongtrupie of Conveyance, by thefe they from time to time to difeern, whe­

ther

( 2 )
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ther the delays that hereafter may happen, be really in the Office, or in their own Servants 
(or others,) with whom their Letters were left in due time.

This Mark^ftgnifies Eight of the Clock, in the Morning. "

The Second M ark.it the Letter o f the Chief Office in Lyme-ftreet.

The Third Mark,fignifies Four a Clock, if* the Afternoon,
A f ,
A

Each Office having its proper Letter, with an acknowledgment that the Penny-?oft is paid, 
to prevent the giving of any thing at the Delivery, and for the more Regular Difpatch and 
Conveyance, the faid Undertakers have Directed the Hourly Collecting and Delivery o f all 
Letters from Seven in the Morning, till Nine at Night on Port Nights, allowing all Pcrfons 
an Hour to fend in their faid Letters or Parcels, and the Office an Hour to Collett, bring in , 
Sort and Diftribute the fam e-, T hat is to fay, aH Letters and Parcels given or left a ta n y F w - 
wy-Potf-Houfc after Seven at N ight, and before Eight in the Morning, are by the Office Col­
l e d  brought in, Sorted, and fentout foon after Nine, all Letters left betwixt the Hours o f 
E jaht and Nine, are brought in, forted,and fent out by the Office foon after Ten, and fofuc- 
ceffively every Hour in the D ay, till Eight o f the Clock at Night.

All Letters left as before, betwixt Seven and Eight in the Evening, are Colletted, brought in, 
fent out, and Diftributed foon afterN ine,( to theneareft,but not to the Remoted Parts, as 
Blackynll, Rcdnffi,, & c .)  that tslight, but no Letters left after Eight can be afeertained to be 
Delivered at all that Night, (except Port-Letters to Lumbard-ftxeet, )  and indeed very late 
Delivery of Letters is a great difturbance to the Inhabitants, betides the great Toylc and
Slavery that it procures to the poor Meffiengers. J r > l .

Yet Letters coming too late at Night, ffiall be by Seven next Morning fent out,and Deliver’ d 
by Eight, and fometimes fooner •, where Note he that leaves his Letter immediatly after Se­
ven, £  Difpatcht no fooner than that Letter which is put in juft before Eight, and if  any Man 
flips tVr time, and defers the putting in his Letter, but a very little while after Eight, his Let- 
tar by thefe Rules muft lie an Hour extraordinary, till Nine, before it can be Collctted fo 
that for want o f due confideration how Letters proceed, the unthinking People do mi free kor^ 
and expett their Letters ffiould be runaway with as foon as left, whereas by the very mif- 
timin? it, two Hours, nay three, in fonie Cafes,may be loft through their own default, and thofe 
that be orderly lefc by thefe Methods,murt have allowed fome two, fomc three, fomc four hours 
and more before they can be Delivered. All Perfons are therefore defired to contrive their 
Bufinefs fo beforehand, as to allow rcafonable time for Conveyance as aforefaid, and they 
are detired not to leave any Tovvrt Letters after Six a Clock at furtheft in Winter, apd Seven 
in Summer (on Saturday Nights cfpecially ) except Port-Letters, to the end that the many 
Poor Men who are Imployed in this Service, may have a little time to provide for their Fa­
milies againft the Lords-Day, having no Ieifure all the week befides.

Butmll Letters to the four Towns o f Hackpey, Ijlmnon, Senth-Ncwimton and Lambeth, and 
to the Remote Parts, muft be left much earIyer, or they will not be Delivered till next Morn­
ing, and i f  any Perfon in thefotir Towns do defire their Letters'to be brought to their Houfes, 
they may for another Penny be Accommodated i otherwife they will bo left at the Rcceiving- 
Houfes, to be fent for by their own Servants. And all People are hereby given tounderftand, 
that no Letters will be carried to any parts of the Weekly B ill; of Mortality, further then the 
adioyning or contiguous Buildings, nor to any other Town then the Four above-mentioned.

d r  Notetlut up on the Three Days at Chriftmas, the Two Days at Eaftcr and Whitfuntide, 
and the Thirtieth of Tanuary ,thc Penny-Port does nut go.

On all Port Nights, dufe Care is taken to call for, and Convey to the General Port-Houfe in 
Lumbar d-ftrcit, all Port-Letters, whether Foreign or Inland,left at any of the Penny-Pojl Recei- 
viim-Houfes,at or before Nine o f the Clock at Night. And fincc the Carnage ofTovvn Letters 
doth not near Anfwer the neceffiiry Charge required to fupport this Undertaking,the Underta­
kers do hope that all Pcrfons will fo tar Contribute to the Continuance o f this UfefulDcfigr., 
as to fend all their Port-Letters by this Conveyance, to the Poft-Houfc inLumbard-flrcet,which 
they do not Convey thither by Themfelves or Servants, but i f  any Port-Letters be left without 
Money, that thoold pay before-handi they muft of neceffity be Returned to the Office, and 
fuch as do fend Money, are defired to Endorfe the Portage Money upon their Letters. a .

Plate ill.
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And forafmuch ,  as there has been fundry Attempts to Cheat the Undertakers o f many 

pounds, by falfc Endorfements of Money, and pretences o f  Lofs o f  other things fent m 
fmall Parcels, whidr really never were fent at all, (  an ungrateful return for the Undertakers 
kindncfs, fuch Perfons having been fhamefully Detected, and thereby the Permy-Poft as
throughly juftified. . - ,

The Undcriakers therefore, for fome Expedient to prevent fuch Evil Defigns againlt them* 
do Declare, that for the Future, They will not be Anfwerableforany Goods or Money, fent 
by them, but what is fait made up, and Sealed imder fuch an Impreflion, as is plain to be feen, 
and that the Conte nts or the Value thereof be Endorft fairly to be Read on the oot-frde. T o  the 
end they may know with what they are Charg’ d, (excepting fuch Parcels, as the Contents are 
open and vifible) nor will they make good any Breaking, or Damage o f Choice and Curious 
Things-, nor Glades or Liquid Matter fent by them, it being altogether unreafonable, that 
fuch tilings as are brittle or fubjeCt to damage fhould be carried 2 ,3,or 4 mile at the Adventure 
o f the Undertakers for one Penny, to be liable to Pay Five drillings or Five Pounds damage, but 
all Pcrfons (hall be fure to have the honed: Endeavours o f the Medengers, to preferve them, as 
much as in them lies front breaking, or any other hurt, and o f  fafe Delivery thereof, breaking 
and damage only excepted^ It is alfo hereby fignified, that the Undertakers, by Packets or 
Parcels under a Pound Weight, do not intend to accept Things o f extraordinary Bulk, as 
fome have been lo unreafonable often times to offer to lend by this Conveyance.

Thefe being feme o f the Practical Methods o f  the Penny-Poft, all Pcrfbus are Defiredto 
Confider how far they may be Applied,or made Ufeful to themfelves in their RefpeCtive Oc- 
cafions, that they may not through their own miftakes meet with Difappointment, efpecially 
in expecting to go in lefler time than it is Practical by thefe Methods, and thereby Caufe- 
ledy RefkCton the Penny-Poft \ and it is hoped, that all Ingenious and W orthy Perfons for 
the Future will befo kind to the Undertakers, (and good Friends to the Pubiick )  as to En­
courage them in their Honed: and Ufeful Defign, by all Lawful ways and means; andtoD if- 
countenance all thofc that are fo Envious and Brutifh, as by Word or Deed to Oppofe the 
good Progrefs thereof,and Difcourage all that fhall Attempt to intrude the like Practice, 
to the hinderanceof the prefent Undertakers, who have firft EreCted this Publick Conveni- 
ency at their own great Hazard, Pains and Charge.

There Jhallbe now hinted fome o f the Convenient ies of this Vfeful Undertaking o f the Penny-Polt.
A ll Gentlemen, Countrey-Chapmen, & c. can give notice o f their Arrival to Town-
Shopkeepers and Tradefmen fend for what they want to their Workmen.
Mach time favedin Sollicitation for Money.
Appointments o f Meetings among men o f Bufinefs.
Bills difperfed for Publication o f any Concern.
Summons or Tickets convey’d to all parts.
Brewers Entries fafely fent to the Excife-Office.
Lawyers and Clients mutually correfpond.

Patients fend to DoCtors, Apothecaries, & c. for what they want.
All the Town npon the River o f Thames may fend by their Watermen Letters to be deliver­

ed tp the Receiving-Houfcs o f the Penny-Poft, near to molt Plying-Places, from whence they 
will be difperfed according to their Directions, and Letters from London to be delivered to the 
Watermen, to fend to the faid Towns.

And the Poor Prifoners can now addrefs to their Creditors or Benefactors for one Penny* 
and fave 5 d. to buy them a Dinner.

Many other Benefits are to be had by this Conveyance, which (though for brevity omitted) 
the Ingenions will find out.

Thelntention o f the Undertakers in this Sheeet, being chiefly to prefent to the Publick the 
Nature o f this thing in its Practice; but hereafter they do intend to publiih a larger Satisfa­
ction to all the Im partial; not doubting to demonflrate undeniably the Univerfal Utility o f this 
Inveutiorr, and the Unreafonablenefs and Invallidity o f all the Objections hitherto alledged 
againlt it.

Laftlj, I f  any Perfon defire further Information, or would communicate any thing to the 
Office, i f  they pleafa to write to the Chief Houfe in Lyme-ftreet, they lhall be Anfwered to 
all reafonable and juft Content, and their Letters fhall be taken in free by the Receivers, pro­
vided they he thus Directed, r

To M r. Dockwra, and the reft of the Undertakers, at the Per.ny-P6ft  Hcufe in Lym e-facet.

London, Printed by George Larkin, in Scalding-Alley in the Toultrey. 1 6 8 1 ,
/o'
Plate iv.

[Reproduction from original in British Museum by permission of the Trustees.]



Item 4 in L is t .
The

PRACTICAL METHOD 
Of Conveyance o f

LETTERS, Returns o f  Answers , Rep lies , &c. 
the same day w ithin the Weekly B i l ls  o f M ortality; 

Commonly ca lled , The

P E N N Y  - P O S T

Published for P la in  Direction to a l l  Persons, for the better 
Maintainance o f Mutual Correspondence, being the L i fe  o f

Trade and Business.

WHEREAS W illiam Dockwra o f  London Merchant, and his Partners, have con­
tr iv ed  and carried  on for above two years past , the Publick and 

Useful Undertaking above-mentioned; by which means a very frequent, safe, 
cheap, and mutual Correspondence is maintained, to the great benefit of 
Trade and Commerce, which is  o f  general Concernment, but o f great Expence 
to the Undertakers to th is  day.

Yet have they met w ith  many Oppositions and Discouragements, and 
have been long vexed with unreasonable and very expensive Law-suits , and 
have la te ly  had new Actions o f Ten thousand pounds a-piece brought against 
them by way o f  Penalties said to be fo r fe ited  by the Statutes o f  12 & 15 
Car . I I  that erects The General Post-O ffioe, and gives to his Royal Highness 
that P r ince ly  Revenue; a lledg ing that the Penny-Post is a prejudice to his 
General P os t-O ff ic e ,  when a l l  Mankind (that are ingenuous and impartial) 
are convinced that Tt is  as w e l l  a great Improvement thereof, as ’ t i s  a 
manifest good to a l l  the Inhabitants o f London and places adjacent: And 
those Acts o f  Parliament were intended for  the benefit o f  the Subject, in 
providing them a l l  possible convenienoy in th e ir  Trade and Commerce; which 
Publick Good , that this Invention o f  the Penny-Post does grea tly  promote, 
is most ev id en t,  by improving Mutual Correspondence, the Soul o f  Trade and 
Business, which was the ch ie f  Design and true intent o f the Law-makers.
And there fore  i t  cannot be imagined so great and generous a Prince as His 
Royal Highness, should be pleased with the suppressing this great Benefit, 
to the people; which w i l l  also tend to the ruin of the Undertakers, who 
have already expended some Thousands of pounds more than ever they received, 
besides th e ir  great pains and loss of so much time in the Managing this 
Publick Concern.

Now forasmuch as there is a Trial at Bar appointed this Michaelmass 
Term to decide this Cause, the Undertakers cannot doubt o f  being delivered 
from the hardships they groan under, when the true Merits o f  the Cause shall 
be throughly understood on a fa ir  Hearing, by an honest understanding 
English Jury, and by the learned * upright and honourable Judges. And they 
hope that God in his providence w i l l  so bless the good intentions o f  the 
Undertakers With the peaceable Enjoyment o f  th e ir  own Chargeable Invention, 
that they may find encouragement for their rea l Service to  the Publiok: 
Innocenoy and In tegr ity  being naturally confident o f a Reword*
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And therefore the subsequent lines (reducing the Penny-Post to 
p ract ice ) are published fo r  the good of a l l :  V iz.

1, That the Penny-Post conveys Letters, and Parcels that exceed not a 
Pound weigh t, or ten Pounds in value, for a Penny a piece, from any one 
place to another often-times in the same day, in London, Westminster, 
Southwark, R a t l i f f ,  and the contiguous Buildings of the weekly B il ls  of 
M orta lity ; every day except Sundays, ChristmaSs-day and the three days 
next fo l low in g ,  Monday and Tuesday in Easter-week, the like in Whitsun- 
week, the 50th of January, and the 2 of September, But beyond the weekly 
B ills  o f  M orta lity , i t  doth not go, nor never d ida

2. For the conveniency o f a l l ,  the Undertakers have appointed some 
hundreds o f  Shop-keepers and noted Coffee-houses about Town, called Penny- 
post-houses, for rece ip t o f such letters as any one would send, where 
Messengers appointed fo r  that purpose c a l l  hourly to fetch away whatsoever 
is there l e f t .  But the Undertakers pretend not to such quick dispatch in 
their carriage o f  L e t te rs ,  as may be made by a special Messenger sent on 
purpose (as many by mistake have supposed) the ir  Methods o f Conveyance not 
permitting a quicker dispatch from one end of the Town to the other, than 
three or four hoars, and at a shorter distance, two or three hours, account­
ing from the time that the Letter is f i r s t  received by the Penny-post-house . 
But observe, that a Letter l e f t  just before the Messenger c a l l s ,  w i l l  be 
delivered as d irected , an hour sooner than one le f t  just a fte r  he has ca lled ; 
for that must l ie  an hour longer before !t i s  fetched away. Letters le ft  at 
any Penny-post-house , w ith in  the contiguous Buildings, before 6 in the 
Evening, w i l l  ce rta in ly  be conveyed to a l l  places in Town the same Night;
and those l e f t  before 7 in  the Evening, w i l l  be conveyed to most places a lso ; 
but fo r  such as are l e f t  betwixt 7 and 8 at Night, altho many o f  them may 
be conveyed likewise as directed the same Night, yet some o f  them w i l l  l ie  
in the hands o f  the Penny-Post, as also a l l  that are le f t  a fte r  8, and not 
be delivered t i l l  next Morning: for tho they may be fetched away from the 
Receiving-h vuse , by the Messenger that goes betwixt 9 and 10 on Post-nights 
to fetch  the General-Post Letters; yet w i l l  they l i e  in the hands o f  the 
Penny-Post a l l  Night.

5, A Penny (ready changed) must be l e f t  with every Letter or Parcel, 
when put into the Penny -Post -house , and nothing w il l 'b e  demanded or taken, 
i f  o f fe r e d ,  by the Messenger that delivers i t ,  Penny-Post paid being stampt 
on every Letter and Parce l, according to the Triangular Form on the front 
of this Sheet.

4. A ltho the Undertakers do warrant the safe Conveyance o f any Parcel 
that exceeds not Ten Pounds in value, yet w i l l  they not be obliged to give 
S a t is fac t ion  for any things that are inclosed, unless w e ll wrapp'd up either 
in strong Paper, or otherwise securely inclosed, and fast sealed up with hard 
Wax, under the Impression of some remarkable Seal (not a Thimble, a Piece o f  
Money, & c .) in such sort,  that what is inclosed therein may not drop out, no 
nor so much as be exposed to view, without breaking open either the Seal or 
Wrapper; and i f  wrapt up in Paper and t v 'd ,  the ends be sealed as well as
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the middle, without wh?*ch such parcels are seldom secures because otherwise, 
either the person that brings i t  to the Penny-Post-house, or the person to 
whom the Penny-Post Messenger delivers i t  in  the absence of the Party whom 
*tis f o r , may open the Parcel and take out part o f whar is inclosed, wrapping 
i t  up again , and so d e live r  i t ,  and yet the Penny-Post be chargeable there­
with; and the true Value also indorsed in Words at length, and not in Figures 
Nor w i l l  they make S a t is fac t ion  for the breaking o f  Glass-bott les , or other 
b r it t le  things in the Carriage, or for wetting or spoiling any other thing 
that is subject to Damage in  the Conveyance; i t  being unreasonable, that for 
a Penny a-piece they should convey things so troublesom and hazardous in the 
Carriage , and yet be l ia b le  to pay the Damage of breaking or spoiling into 
the Bargain: but i f  such things are sent, they shall be conveyed as free 
from Damage, as the crouding them in a Bag amongst Letters and other Parcels 
can w e ll  admit. But altho the Undertakers have published, that they w il l  
carry Paroels not exceeding a Pound Weight; yet *twas never intended by them 
to convey Parcels of very great Bulk (tho under a Pound Weight) such as great 
Band-boxes , and other bulky Luggage which is da ily  imposed upon them; it 
being impractical for the Penny-Post to convey such Parcels, a few whereof 
make a Burthen.

5. For the convenience c f  such as send Letters to the Post-O ffice-  
general in  Lombard-street , the Messengers do ca l l  at the Penny-Post-houses 
betwixt 9 and 10 w ithin the contiguous Buildings every Post-night, to fetch 
away the Post Letters 0 And whereas miscarriages have many times hapned, o f  
such Letters as have beer:, intrusted to Bell-men, and other obscure persons 
(not imployed by the General-Post) to convey to the Post-o ff ice  in Lombard- 
s tree t ,  and consequently the persons concerned have met with great d is ­
appointments: a l l  Letters conveyed thither by the Penny-Post , are Registred 
at the ch ie f  O ffice  in L im e-street, the Clerks that so reg isters  and conveys 
them being ready to a ttes t  upon Oath, the safe delivery o f  every Letter.
But such as come inclosed in  Covers, and directed, to the Post-o f f  ice-general 
in Lombard-rtreet , cannot be Registred, because inclosed, and consequently 
the D e livery  o f  them cannot be attested on Oath.

Note, That the Undertakers, to support this useful Design o f convey­
ing Letters and Parcels f o r  a Penny a p iece , being out o f  Purse some 
thousands o f Pounds to accommodate the Publiok; and the Benefit o f  Town- 
Letters coming short o f  a Reimbursement, much more o f a Recompence for the ir  
Pains, Trouble and Hazard: ?T is  hoped, that a l l  persons who pay for carrying 
their le t te rs  to Lombard-s tree t , w i l l  send them thither by the Penny-Post , 
the better  to  inable the Undertakers to uphold and continue on fo o t ,  this 
chargeable Design of sending Letters to and fro  here in Town. And such as 
do send money to pay for  the Postage o f Letters into the Country, are desired 
to indorse how much they send*

AS 'TIS THE PRAVITY OF MAN1S CORRUPT NATURE TO FIND FAULT, SO
HAS THE PENNY-POST BUT TOO TOO MUCH BEEN MADE THE SUBJECT MATTER
THEREOF; CAUSELESS COMPLAINTS BEING FREQUENTLY MADE, TO THE
PREJUDICE OF THE UNDERTAKING.
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Complaints are o f Two Kinds.

1. Delays of Le tte rs ,  lying: long before they come to hand.
2, Miscarriage o f  them, never coming to hand at a l l .

Delays o f  Letters happen, 1. Either before they are put into the 
hands o f  the Penny-Post . 2. Whilst in the hands o f  the Penny-Post. Or,
3, A f te r  the Penny-Post has delivered them.

1. By sending: them to the Penny-Post-house by the hand of a Servant, Child, 
or some other heedless person, who care les ly  delay the Letters some hours, or 
it  may be days, before they are put in. A lso , oft-times Porters, who are 
sent as specia l Messengers, with Letters, having through drunkenness or other 
hinderances delayed them so long in hand, that they are ashamed to deliver 
them themselves; sometimes on purpose to scandalize the Undertaking (to 
which they have so great a prejudice) do detain Letters long in hand, and 
then put them into the Penny -Post.

2. Delays are occasioned very often , by means of bad Directions; sometimes 
d irecting to a S tree t ,  o f  which there are divers of the same name, without 
mentioning in what part o f  the Town the Street l ie s ;  and consequently, the 
Letter to s t  up and down from one part o f  the Town to the other, before the 
right Street be found out. Sometimes d irecting to one Sign fo r  another, nay 
sometimes d irecting  to one Street for another, and very often the Direction 
so bad, as not possible to be read or understood; sQmetimes directing to such 
a person in such a S tre e t ,  without mentioning Christian Name, Trade, Sign,
or in  what part o f  the S tre e t ,  and whether House-keeper , Lodger or Servant; 
by which means, there being divers of one Name in a S treet, and no d istinction  
which o f  them the Letter is  fo r :  ' t i s  de livered , i t  may be, into a l l  their 
h^nds one a f te r  another, and broke open to boot, without which neither of 
them could t e l l  whether 'twas for them or not. Many Letters having thus been 
opened, and none o f those into Whose hands they come, owning them, they are 
in course returned to the Penny-post-house : and many others through careless 
and s ligh t sea ling, in  the very carriage among other Letters in the Bag, 
have opened of themselves; from whence, the Adversaries o f  the Penny-Post 
have taken occasion to spread a Scandal on the management thereof, in that 
very pa rt icu la r ,  wherein the Undertakers are most sacredly careful to 
discharge the Trust reposed in them, as being sensible ’ t is  highly their 
in terest so to do.

3. Dslayes often happen, a fter the Penny-Post Messengers have made a true 
d e l iv e ry :  fo r  the person to  whom the Letter is directed being not in  the way 
when the Messenger comes with i t ,  ’ t is  l e f t  with some one o f  the House, who 
too too o ften , through careless neglect, layes the Letter by, and so forgets 
to d e l iv e r  i t  t i l l  i t  may be some hours, or sometimes a day or more after 
' t i s  so l e f t ;  and then to excuse their own neg lect, pretend that ' t i s  but 
just then come to hand, whereupon the Penny-Post is instantly clamoured 
against, as the Author of the delay. This being so great and growing a mis­
ch ie f ,  the Undertakers thought i t  worth the ir  while to be at the charge of
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detecting i t  , the better to distinguish those Neglects from those of their 
own Messengers. To which end, the hour o f the day at which the Letter is 
sent out fo r  d e l iv e ry ,  is s tempt on the back-side thereof, Mor. for  Morning, 
Af, fo r  Afternoon in the form of the Stamps on the T it le  Page o f this Paper; 
whereby may read ily  be discovered, at or very near what time of the day the 
Penny Post Messenger brought i t .  For i f  he performs his duty as he ought, 
the Letter  w i l l  fo r  the most part be delivered within h a lf  an hour or an 
hour, but never exceeds an hour and a ha lf  a fte r  ' t i s  so stampt.

Moreover, i f  any Parcels are put into the Penny-Post, and not very 
fast made up, and sealed With gome remarkable Impression fo r  security; they 
w i l l  be l e f t  at the Penny-Post-house some dayes, before fetcht away, purposely 
to oblige a l l  that send such things for the future, to inolose them as they 
ought to b e .

Miscarriages a lso happen, e ith er , 1, before the Letters 
are put into the hands'of the Penny-Post. 2. Whilst in 
the hands o f  the Penny -Post. Or , 3 , a fter  the delivery  
o f  them.

1, By sending the Letter to the Penny-Post-house by some brutish Servant, 
or else by some s i l l y  Ch ild , who for the sake o f  the Farthings, destroy the 
Letter .

2, The miscarriages o f  Betters sometimes happen whilst in  the hands o f 'the 
Penny-Post; yet never by the ir  neglect, but either by means o f  such i l l -  
written Superscriptions as are not to be read, or such imperfect Directions 
by which the person is not to be found, or else the Party dead, or gone not 
known whither, and nobody w i l l  take it in ; and not seldom the person to whom 
' t i s  d irec ted , knowing (by the hand) that i t  comes from some one he cares 
not to hear from, w i l l  not receive i t  from the hands of the Penny-Post 
Messenger, but re jec ts  i t .  In a l l  suOh cases, the Letters are ever returned 
to the ch ie f  Penny-Post-house in Lime-street, where the Parties concerned 
mav find them. And for  the more clear conviction o f those that write such 
very bad D irections, mantf Hundreds of such Letters l ie  at the said chief 
Penny-Post-house in Lime-street, as standing Records, te s t i fy in g  that the 
Writers o f  those Le tters , and not the Penny-Post , are only chargeable with 
the Miscarriages o f them, i t  being impossible to deliver them.

3, Miscarriages sometimes happen by means Of some careless Servant, or 
other negligent person, who in the absence o f  'the Party whom the Letter is 
fo r ,  r ece iv in g  i t  from the hands o f the Penny-Post Messenger, laies i t  by, 
and ,quite forgets the Letter or the place where 'twas la id ,  and so i t  is 
los t ;  or else^, i f  a fte r  i t  has lain by a day or two, it be recalled to mind, 
yet th is  negligent person being ashamed (a fte r  so long a delay) to produce 
i t ,  commits a second e v i l  to prevent a detection o f  the f i r s t ,  and so
des troys i t .
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L e t te rs ,  tho r e a l ly  de livered , are yet sometimes said to miscarry, 
because no Answers are returned. But the reason why Answers come not, are 
manifold: 1. I t  very o ften  happens, that the Party written to w i l l  not
take the trouble o f  w rit ing  an Answer, tho the Party who sent the Letter 
expects i t 0 2, When a Letter imports a Dunn for Money, and the person so 
indebted e ither not able or w i l l in g  to pay, not only returns no Answer, but 
when afterwards charged therewith, even denies the very receipt of suoh 
Letter, as has been o ften  detected for ju s t i f ic a t io n  of the Penny-Post: Or, 
when a Le tte r  is sent to require anything to be done, that the person so 
sent to ,  cannot or w i l l  not perform, and yet in  prudence not absolutely deny 
the doing o f  i t ,  e ither  pretends the Letter came too la te , or else confidently 
disowns the receipt o f any such at a l l ,  tho in truth he had i t  in due time.
And thus disingenuously do too too many traduce the Penny-Post with pretended 
Delays and Miscarriages, only to cloak th ir  own i l l  Principles and Praotioes,

Notwithstanding Delays and Miscarriages are thus occasioned, yet is 
the Penny-Post presently censured, as the Author o f them, to  the great 
detriment o f the Undertaking: which to prevent, ' t i s  desired that a l l  who 
find themselves so disappointed in their Correspondencies, would as well out 
of ju s t ic e  to the Undertakers, as for their own sa tis fac tion , f i r s t  examine 
well whether their Letters were not false dated, or the Superscriptions not 
to be read, or e lse the Directions faulty. Moreover, whether there was no 
neglect in  the person that carried them to the Pe nny -Post -house, or in the 
person to  whom the Penny-Post-messenger delivered them; or whether the Party 
to whom directed , might not out o f design disown the receipt : and i f  a fter 
a l l  i t  appear, that none o f  them are in the fa u lt ,  then, and not before, 
ought the Penny-Post to be chargeable therewith.

And thus, upon a s t r i c t  enquiry, w i l l  the Clamours that are daily 
made o f  the Delays and Miscarriages of the Penny-Post , be found to be without 
any just ground. Nor indeed is i t  the in terest of any one that finds him­
se l f  accommodated by the Pe nny -Post , to permit a Complaint o f  Delay or 
Miscarriage to reach the ear of any other than the Parties concerned, or the 
Undertakers, in order to  detect and redress i t .  For, since the Undertaking 
must e ith er  stand or f a l l ,  by the good or i l l  Opinion the World has of i t ,  
how imprudent then is i t  fo r  any one that finds a Benefit thereby, by open 
Clamours to bereave i t  o f  that Reputation, that can only support i t  for his 
own Advantage; every Complaint that reaches the Ears of the Vulgar, being 
as a Dagger to stab i t s  Reputation to the very heart. Besides, open 
Clamours can never repair such Parties damage ( i f  any he has sustained) 
but on the contrary, may prove hurtful to h imself, by discouraging others 
from sending by this Conveyance, and consequently by depriving i t  o f  a 
Support, even ruin the Undertaking, which otherwise would da ily  more and 
more improve, to the unspeakable benefit and advantage o f  himself, as well 
as o f  the Publiok.

Note, A l l  Persons, in the ir  Superscriptions o f Le tte rs ,  are desired 
to w r ite  the Christian Names, Sign, Trade or Profession ( i f  any) and in 
what part o f  the S treet, or near what noted Lane, Court, A l le y ,  Church,
Tavern; &c. Also with heed and care to w r ite  the Name o f  the Person and 
Street .very le g ib le ,  and the Street to be written  by i t s e l f  at the bottom;
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and i f  the Party be a Lodger, to say, Lodging at such a House; i f  a Servant, 
to say, a t his or her Masters House, to denote whether Lodger or Servant.
A l l  which is  so essen t ia l ly  necessary for the more ready Delivery o f  Letters, 
that the doing thereof can never su f f ic ien t ly  be inculcated. *Tis therefore 
expected, that a l l  Persons, as well for th e ir  own, as the Undertakers 
conveniency, would write the Directions so p la in  and in t e l l i g ib l e ,  as easi iy 
to be read , and readi iy delivered ,

THERE SHALL WOW BE HINTED SOME OF THE CONVENIENCIES OF THIS 
USEFUL UNDERTAKING OF THE P E N N Y  - P O S T ,

A l l  Gentlemen, Countrey-Chapmen, &c, can presently give Notice of 
th e ir  A r r iva l  to Town.

• Shop-keepers and Trades-men send for what they want to the ir  Work-men.
Much time saved in s o l l i c i t a t io n  for Money,
Appointments made among Men of Business,
B il ls  disperst for Publication o f  any Concern.
Summons or Tickets oonveyed to a l l  Parts,
Brewers Entries sa fe ly  sent to the Excise-Office .
Lawyers and Clients mutually correspond.
Patients send to  Doctors, Apothecaries, &c. for what they want.
And the poor Prisoners can now address to their Creditors or Benefactors 

fo r  One Penny, and save f iv e  Pence (out o f the former Charge to a 
Po rte r )  which w i l l  pay for a good Dinner,

Many other Conveniencies are to be had by th is  Conveyance, which 
(tho for b rev it ies  sake are omitted) the Ingenious w i l l  find out; whereby 
may be undeniably demonstrated, the universal U t i l i t y  of this Invention, and 
the unreasonableness and in va l id ity  of a l l  the Objections hitherto alledged 
against i t .

I t  is  become a general wonder among the most In te l l ig en t  and Men o f 
Business, That Mr. Dockwra (or any other) should be thus sued for Carrying 
and Re-carrying Letters about London and other Neighbouring Places, when to 
this day the General Post has not settled any thing of that nature for the 
oonveniency o f the Inhabitants in any one place round this City nearer than 
a Stage o f  9 or 10 m ile; and yet the Informant is for Penalties o f 5/ a 
Letter and 100/ a Week fo r  doing that good to the Publick which the General 
Post O ff ice  never did. And by this Invention has so added to the Income o f 
the Post O f f ic e ,  that i t  was never before so high as since the Penny-Post 
was set up; that Revenue being now risen from 21500? to above 50000? per 
annum, though the poor Undertakers of the Penny-Post have lost above 1000? 
per Annum out o f parse to serve the Publiok. But they hope they shall be at 
quiet in  the possession o f  the ir  own Invention, and that they may be 
countenanced to carry on the Practice o f  the Penny-Post whereby they may be 
enabled to reap the Fruits o f their Labour (and great Charge) as a Reward fo r  
setting up an Undertaking Manifested to be so useful to a l l  Men, by fu l l  
Experience,

The True Touch-stone o f  a l l  Designs.
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Note , Upon any Delay or Miscarriage o f  a Letter, i f  a fte r  such 
str ic t  inqu iry  made as a foresa id , there be just ground to charge i t  on the 
Penny-Post ; Tt is  desired that the Party concerned would (by a Line or two) 
give the Undertakers an account how the Letter was d irected, who sent i t ,  
at what Penny-Post-house i t  was l e f t ,  also what day and hour i f  possible, 
and the Undertakers, a f t e r  a s t r ic t  inquiry into the matter o f fa c t ,  w i l l  
return a sa t is fac to ry  Answer to the said Complaint. And whosoever has 
occasion, e ither on th is or any other account, to write to the Undertakers; 
i f  l e f t  at any Penny-Post -House, i t  w i l l  go free and come safe to hand i f  
thus d irec ted ,

TO MR. WILLIAM DOCKWRA AND THE REST OF THE UNDERTAKERS,
AT THE PENNY-FOST-HOUSE IN LIME-STREET.

Item 3 in L i s t .
COPY OF HANDBILL OF 1681 CONCERNING D0CKWRAfS POST

By the P E N N Y  P O S T ,  Lyme-street

The Undertakers having at a vast Charge engaged in a very d i f f i c u l t  and 
hazardous Design, for the Accommodation of the City and parts adjacent, in 
the speedy and safe conveyance of a l l  Letters as well Post Letters to Lombard 
Street, as Town Letters to  other places, fo r  One Penny a Letter or Paoquet ; 
and though some lovers of Ingenious Designs for Publick Good, to encourage 
th is ,  have w i l l in g ly  in trusted them with the Carriage of th e ir  Post Letters 
to the Post O ffice  General, on Post Nights, yet some persons through neglect 
of this useful Contrivance , have preferred the Bell-man and other obscure 
persons , rather than the use o f the Penny Post , on whom they might more 
confidently r e ly ,  than on any other Conveyance whatsoever; they keeping an 
Exact Registry of a l l  Post Letters , attested under the hand o f  the Conveyer: 
whereby they are-always ready to vouch the due Delivery thereo f. And that 
seeing the Income aris ing from the carriage of Town letters doth not near 
answer the Charge the Undertakers are a t ,  They do hope a l l  Ingenious Persons 
w i l l  for th e ir  future Encouragement, intrust the ir  Receiving Houses with the 
Receipt o f  the ir  Post Letters Inland or Foreign, whence they shall be care­
fu l ly  ca lled  fo r ,  t i l l  between the hours o f  Nine and Ten at Night, and sa fe ly  
conveyed to the Pest O ff ice  General,

For O N E  P E N N Y  a Letter or Pacquet .

And any person w rit ing  divers Letters, and putting them under one 
Cover, directed to the Post Office General in Lombard s tre e t ,  
the same shall be conveyed thither for One Penny; and for such 
Post Letters as pay here, the Money is desired to be Endorsed 
on such Le tte rs „

L on d on : "Printed by Tho. James at the Printing-press in Mincing-la ne, 1681”.



Petition on behalf of William Dockwra, asking for r e l ie f  for having been 
'deprived of h is  Penny Post system. 1689.

A N

A D V E R T I S E M E N T
On the behalf of

William Dockwra 5 Merch*.

Concerning the

PENNY-POST
W Hereas the (aid Dochvra did above Nine Years finre at his Sole Charge, firft let up , that 

New and Ufeful Invention of the Penny-Toft, fo universally approved , and well known 
to be a Great and Publick good He was moll uninftly deprived thereof, by the 
Power of the late King Jam es, when Duke of York , under Colour of Law , and kept 
out o f Pofleffion in the late Reigns, without any manner of Reparation to this D ay; as appears more 

fully by his Cafe lately Printed.

Therefore finding hirftfelf obliged, for Vindication ofhis juft rights, andinorderto the Reparation of his 
great dania ges; to make Addrefs to the Parliament for Relief, he did accordingly exhibit bis humble Pe­
tition, to the Honourable Houfe o f Commons, and upon" Reading o f the fame there , it was Unammoufly 
referred to the Comtnitee of the whole Houfe, for confidering the Publick Revenue.

Soon after, fome Unnamed Perfon , did Print, and Difperfe a Paper, which he call’d ; An anfwer to 
Mr. Dockwrds Cafe concerning the Penny-Poft : wherein , by cireing Part only of the Toft-Office Statute , 
and afferting feverai untruths , and by frameingaTryfling Parallel, between the General and Penny Toft 
( but leaving out the Material , and Eifential Parrs o f the Practice , wherein they are utterly difagreeable 
and iriconfhtent ) he put the whole Cafe in a Falfe Light, and as much as in him lay, ufed his Talent 
towards the juftifying of thcfe Illegal and Arbitrary Proceedings, under which the laid Dockwra With 
his Family of a Wife, and Eight Children , have been fo many Years opprelied.

The Defign of which Paper, befpeaking the Author, to be a Man of as little Senfe, as good Princi­
ples. The faid Dockwra is well fatisfied the prefent Governour o f the General-Toft Office, had no hand 
therein; as knowing his Abilities too great, and (believing his Ingenuity and Juifice) to be far above 
thoughts fb low , and attempts fb malicious.

Now whereas the faid Dockwrd , had prepared a Reply to that pretended Anfwer, Which he had by him 
feady to wafh oft" theVarnifh of that Officious Undertaker, and folidly to Evince to the Parliament his Legal 
Title to this New Invention ( never known or praftifed in the World before ) and to expofe the wicked. 
Practices that were made ufe of to Diveft him thereof, ( after he had fpent fo many Years time , and fo 
manv Thoufand Pounds iuft to bring the Tenny-Pojt to Perfection ) and having Dutifully attended the 
Houfe of Commons to that Etid. The Parliament adjourned, before the Revenue was fettled; fo that the 
faid Dockwra’s Cafe came not on to a Hearing this Seffion , for which. Reafon, he did not think fit to 
Print his Reply, ( ̂ , Z6  _

But finding fin|e the Adjournment o f the Parliament ,.the fame fort of Papers have been thrown into 
Coffee-houjes and other Places , and Care taken , Induftrioufly to fpread falfe reports about town , concern­
ing the Iffue of the faid Dockwra s Petition, which may beget undue ImpreffionS.

The faid Dockwra thinks it Incumbent upon him , to Advertife the Publick hereby, that he. has not 
met with any fort o f Difcouragement from the Parliament in his Application to them for Relief: But on 
the contrary , hath found an Honourable and Univerfal Countenance therein , and doubts not (  at the 
next meeting of the Parliament) but that he {hall receive from their great Wifdom and Juftice, fuch Ge­
nerous Reparation for his Sufferings , and fuch due Reward for the Publick Service he hath done big 
Countrey; as will be not only to bis intire fatisfa&ibrt , but to their Eternal Hovottu

London .Aiv̂  usi . — LxxxiX.

from original in Bruce Castle Museum



CONTEMPORARY PRESS NOTICES OF DOCM;RAy3 PENNY POST 1630

By the Editor «

Supplementing Mr. Dendv Marshall's Notes on Dockwra Pamphlets and 
Broadsides , and the reproductions included in this issue o f  the Bulletin , 
the fo l low in g  press notices and advertisements are taken from two contemporary 
news-sheets, o r ig ina l copies o f which are in my possession. In comparing 
the notices in the two sheets (each consists o f a single f o l i o  sheet printed 
both s id e s )  i t  w i l l  be noted that whilst "Mercurius Civicus" favoured the 
undertaking, i ts  r i v a l ,  "The Currant In te l l ig en ce " ,  gave unstinted support 
to the charge that Dockwra?s Penny Post was part of a Popish p lo t ’.

The fo llow ing facts emerge from these notices in the press: (a )  that 
the e a r l i e s t  recorded mention o f  Dockwra's project appeared in  "Mercurius 
Civicus" on March 22, 1679/80 (under the old Calendar the new year commenced 
on March 25 ),  (b ) According to the same paper, Dr. Hugh Chamberlain was
associated with Dockwra in starting the post, but "The Currant Intelligence" 
mentions the name o f  Mr, Henry N e v i l l ,  a lias Pain, in this connection.
(c )  The same paper gives Saturday, March 27, as the date when the o ff ices  o f  
the Penny Post were opened (Joyce, in his H istory of the Post O ff ice ,  mentions 
April 1 as the da te ),  (d )  By the advertisement in "Mercurius Civicus" on 
April 6, i t  appears that Coffee Houses were used for the receipt of letters 
and packets intended for  the Penny Post, (e ) That Time Tables were posted 
up and la te r  torn down'by London porters, ( f )  That the names o f the editors 
of the respective  news-sheets were: "Mercurius Civicus", Nathaniel Thompson; 
"Currant In te l l ig e n c e " ,  John Smith. Both the papers appear to have been 
started about the year 1680.

In addition to the Broadsides listed by Mr. Dendy Marshall, mention 
should be made of the notices o f the Penny Post which appeared a year later 
(1681) in  "The True Protestant Mercury" and De Laune’ s "Present State of 
London", both o f  which notices were accompanied by blocks i l lu s tra t in g  the 
Penny Post Paid stamp used at the Chief O ff ice  (Dockwra’ s own house) in Lyme 
Street and the morning and afternoon time stamps which had been introduced.
As these notices were described in Bulletin No.2 (1937), there is  no need to 
go into d e ta i ls  here.

Here are the Notices:

From MERCURIUS CIVICUS: o r , A True Account o f  A ffa irs  both FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC.

Monday, 22 March, 1679: (The f i r s t  issue o f  this news-sheet)
We are informed some ingenious persons and good Citizens , for the 
benefit  o f  the City and Suburbs in point o f  Charge and quick conveyance 
o f  Notes and Letters, have projected a method fo r  doing the same through­
out for Id a Letter one with another, further or nearer, which may be 
termed a Foot-post, whereof our next may give you a more particular 
account .
(This is the earlies t recorded notice o f  William Dockwra’ s projected 
pos,t. )
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in the rest , V i z .
From Westminster through the Strand and St. Paul’ s Church-yard, through 
Cheapside and Cornhil to Aldgate. From Rat c l i f f - c ro s s  through the High­
way to  L i t t l e  Tower-Hill. And from Rat c l i f f - c r o s s  the Lower way through 
Shadwell and Wapping to the Hermitage, and so through St. Katharines to 
the Iron -ga te . From St . Georges Church in Southwark to London-bridge; 
Then from the Bridge, through Grace-Church-street to Shore-ditch Church. 
Also from St. G iles ’ s through Holborn to the Entrance o f  Cheapside. And 
la s t ly  in  Chancery-lane.
And a l l  persons, who leave their Letters at any o f  the places abovesaid, 
may be sure to have them speedily dispatch’ d for

ONE PENY
And the Undertakers do intend, in a few days, to sett le  many more places 
o f  Rece it  for the accommodation of other ports o f  both C ities  and Suburbs

Wednesday, A p r i l  14, 1680,
From the Undertakers o f the PENY Post.

Whereas in  Smith's In te ll igence  of Saturday last , there was an account 
o f  the delay o f  a L e t te r ,  directed to h im self, and a Peny given by him 
for i t  at the de livery  (who as well as any man knew he needed not) which 
Advertisement is  observed to be maliciously closed, with re f le c t ion  on 
the Undertakers o f that good design

The said Undertakers do own the fault , and that the same was done by 
the unfaithfulness o f a Servant, who was recommended tc them for an 
honest man, whom thev have turned out o f  their Service, and do desire 
Mr. Smiths to find him out another employ, fearing he might be accessory 
to his less o f  th is ,  by tempting him to take a Peny, for i t ’ s certain he 
did not deny to  deliver the Letter without a Peny. And a fte r  a l l  this 
great damage sustained by Mr. Smith, he might heve-been--reHr^ased at a 
much cheaper ra te ,  than his Printing such an Invective Narrative ther&afT 
i f  he had applyed himself to the Undertakers.

Yet notwithstanding his e v i l  design by his publication, i t  hath done 
the Undertakers a double kindness; f i r s t  by detecting a dishonest Servant 
whom they have discarded; and secondly himself owning the usefulness 
th e re o f ,  when se tt led , fo r  5d. out of 6d. being saved, may be no harm to 
him, e s p e c ia l^  to d istribute amongst the Porters (whose Advocate he i s )  
or to  give to  the poor.

And fu rther, the Undertakers do hope th is  discovery w i l l  prevent a l l  
People fo r  the future, to give any thing on rece it  of L etters ; and they 
do d ec la re ,  that i f  any o f  their Messengers shall dare to exact any thing 
on d e l iv e r y  o f  a Le tter , on complaint th ereo f they w i l l  forthwith d is­
charge the offender, and make a l l  reasonable satis faction  to the party
g r ie v e d .

Tuesday, A p r i l  27, 1680.
For as much as the Design of the penny Post Letters is not throughly 

understood, ‘ t is  thought convenient to give this fo llow ing Account.
They w i l l  receive a l l  Letters at the ir  several receiv ing Houses from 

7 in the morning t i l l  9 at night; but not a f te r ,  unless the next morning 
w i l l  serve turn for th e ir  de livery .
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Tuesday, March 50, to Saturday ,April 5.
London, April 2.

(Notioe o f  March 23-27 repeated with fo llow ing addition)
This having been la te ly  contradicted in Thompsons Domestick In te l ­

ligence , and made as i f  Dr. Oates were so far from d is l ik in g  the under­
tak ing , that he owned the same to be very convenient. In answer to 
which, the author o f  the said In te l l ig en ce , though he doth not pretend 
to prove, that the Dr. did direct the printing o f  the above said 
r e la t io n ,  yet he doth p r iva te ly  a ffirm , that he spoke those words in 
W h ite -ha ll ,  in the hearing o f his own fa th er ,  and at least 20 Gentlemen 
more, which he undertakes to prove with much less d i f f i c u l t y ,  than these 
Gentlemen projectors can make this project practicable, or those others 
that we have formerly heard o f ,  sa iling against the wind, or paying 
debts without money

( In  another paragraph in this issue, Mr. Smith, for Currant I n t e l l i g ­
ence is  now designated Smith's, brings other charges against Mr.
Thompson, proprietor o f Mercurius Civicus , the r iva l In te l l ig en ce . )

Tuesday, A p r i l  6 to Saturday, April 10.
A D V E R T  I S E M E ' N T S

A Le tte r  delivered at Garraways Coffee-house on the 7. instant , at 
one in  the afternoons to be sent by the penny Post, and directed to 
John Smith (Author o f  th is In te ll igence ) in great Queen-street, was not 
de livered  t i l l  the next day at 5 afternoone; and though there was a penny 
paid to Mrs. Garroway at the delivery o f the same, yet the messenger that 
brought i t  to him demanded two pence more, and would not part with it 
t i l l  he had received a penny. This we think f i t  to publish to sa t is f ie  
the w orld , o f the great expedition as w e l l  as o f  the exaction of this 
pretended penny Post ,

(The above is  repeated in issue April 13 to 17.)



SOME SCOTTISH SHIP LETTER STAMPS

According to the Catalogue o f Handstruck Postage Stamps o f the 
Empire, the e a r l ie s t  Scottish Ship Letter Stamp was put on in Edinburgh in 
1770. From then on there have been a variety  of types from various ports, 
very few o f which conform to  the general type used in England. The Head 
O ffice  in  Edinburgh would have its own ideas and some may even have been 
made lo c a l ly  with permission from Headquarters«

There was not perhaps so much need fo r  these marks to  be put on in 
Scotland, but the most used ports would have as expected, the greatest 
number, e . g .  Greenock and Leith. The others have one or at the most two, 
with the exception of Port Glasgow which has four.

By Act o f Parliament ships had to land th e ir  mails at the f i r s t  
port at which they touched, and, owing to stress of weather and other 
circumstances , ships put into small ports where otherwise they might not 
have gone and these had to have their hand-stamps. Some only used their
town stamp and wrote in the words "Ship Letter" by hand, e .g .  Irvine and
Bowmore.

I t  is d i f f i c u l t  to date the hand-stamps as they were used so l i t t l e  
that they lasted a long time, with the result that you find a very early type 
at a very late date. Troon and Peterhead are good examples o f  th is .  Aberdeen 
too, I  b e l ie v e ,  has the same type s t i l l  in use, though I have never seen one.
Greenock, to o ,  used the unframed type from 1794 to 1852. I t  has been said
that Port Glasgow introduced the Crown Type with G.R. during the war with 
France 1808 to 1815, but why that should be so, I  do not know. Dundee has 
the same mark used in 1833.

Leith types ore practica lly  always struck in green with an occasional 
blue, Greenock also has blue and with Edinburgh the only one to have red.
A l l  the others are in black. The examples shown on accompanying plate 
are from my own co llec t ion . Others mentioned in accompanying Checklist are 
i l lu s tra ted  in "Handstruck Postage Stomps o f the Empire", Second Edition, 
page 150. Mr, Auckland (Glasgow) has also a number and confirms the dates 
when they were used.

I  hope in the next ed it ion  o f  H.P.S, Mr. Lowe w i l l  i l lu s tra te  one or 
two more types, as the dated type andAberdoen are quite d is t ino t*  I  thought 
Aberdeen was an isolated example, but I  have discovered the same in Liverpool, 
so to my mind worthy o f i l lu s tra t ion .

I f  anyone has any other type of Scottish Ship Letters in their 
co l le c t io n  I  would be delighted to hear o f  same, as i t  is only by co-operation 
that a comprehensive co llec t ion  can be built up.

5 V ic tor ia  Circus, 
Glasgow, W.2.

JEAN M. CAMPBELL.
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CHECK LIST OF SCOTTISH SHIP LETTER STAMPS

Type I llus
RefTTTP.S.

Colour Size Used at Dat e

1. Ship with p.150 Black Greenock. 1788
Town 247, 251 Port Askaig 1812

2. Port p.150 Red Pt .Glasgow 1770
Ship Lre 246,248,250 Black Edinburgh, Greenock 1822

Carabelton, Stranraer

3, Ova 1 with p.150 Red Greenock 1801
Crown S.A. Black Aberdeen 1819

3a, Ova 1 with p.150 Black Pt .Glasgow 1820
Crown G.R. 2 53 Dundee 1841

4. Port p .20 Black Various Greenock, Leith 1794.
Ship Letter S .C. Green

Blue
Pt .Glasgow 1852

4a. Ship Letter p.20 Black Greenock 1826
Port S .D.

5. Framed p.150 Black
1815S.D.252 Green Various Greenock, Leith

Montrose , Pt .Glasgowl912
Rothesay, Troon, 
Peterhead.

5a. Framed with 
date between

Black
Green Various Greenock 1837

Glasgow 
Le ith .

1845



SOME SHIP LETTER STAMPS USED IN SCOTLAND
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"A MODERN DOCKWRA TYPE"

There are severa l tr iangu lar stamps o f one kind and another in 
use today, or that have been in  use in comparatively recent years. Here 
is an i l lu s t r a t io n  o f  a type that has been shown to me by Mr, H .D .Helliwell, 
and which c lo s e ly  resembles the form o f the old handstruok "Dockwra Type", 
The le tte rs  in  the corners , "Un "S" "A" , s ign ify  the country o f  o r ig in , and 
the dates o f  the three examples shown to me are 1884 , 1900, 1900. A l l  are 
on le tte rs  from Yorkshire to  the United States and bear postal markings of 
various types denoting that the postal authorities had been unable to trace 
the addressee, and a f t e r  severa l attempts the le tte rs  reached the Dead le tter 
O ff ice , and were marked "Unclaimed". The 1884 cover bears in addition to 
four date stamps, "Paid A l l " ,  "Advertised May 14", "Unclaimed", "Have Your 
Mail Addressed to Street and Number".

FOSTER W. BOND.



THE PREPAYMENT OF THE UNIFORM FOUR PENNY POSTAGE

The Centenary o f  Uniform Fourpenny Postage produced several 
a r t ic le s  on the subject; btit with one exception they a l l ,  including my 
own, avoided saying i f  pre-payment of the postage was made compulsory on 
December 5th 183 9̂ . The exception was Mr. A,J, Ecclestone writing in 
Godden s Gazette , Mr. Ecclestone stated that the letters had to be pre 

paid.

In w r i t in g  to Mr »_Eoc le s t  one, I learned from him that his source 
of information was Hendyrs H istory , page 21, and Daniel’ s notes, the 
la tte r  having been taken from the "Minute of the Treasury November 12th 
1839 • I have a copy of th is  "Minute" which came from the co llec t ion  o f 
the late J.H. Daniels, It  reads:

XXI, -  MINUTE OF THE TREASURY FOR THE REGULATION OF THE
POSTAGE 12th November, 1839

"My lords read the a c t ,  2d and 3d V i e t , ,  cap,52, for the 
further regu la t ion  o f the duties on postage until the 5th 
October, 1840................

e tc ,  e tc .  etc.

..............  Their lordships are pleased to d irect that a l l  le tte rs
passed on or a f te r  the 5th December next shall be subject to 
the fo l lo w in g  regulations

General post le t te rs  shall be charged by weight as follows -
1. Letters not exceeding -g- ounce, one postage.

Do. 1 ounce, two postages.
Do, 2 ounces, four postages.
Do. 3 ounces, s ix  postages.

and so on, adding two postages for  every ounce up to 16 ounces, 
beyond which no packet subject to postage shall be reoeived.

2. A l l  s ingle postage rates between places within the 
United Kingdom, which now exceed 4d0, shall be reduced to that 
sum; in fe r io r  rates to remain undisturbed, but the letters to 
be charged by weight. Additional charges to which general post 
le t te rs  are now liab le  i f  posted or delivered beyond the lim its 
of the general post f re e  d e l iv e ry ,  as also the additional h a l f ­
penny on Scotch le t t e r s ,  and the additional penny for passing 
the Menai and Conway bridges, to cease.

5. A l l  le tte rs  and packets exceeding the weight o f  one 
ounce to  be pre-paid and delivered in at the window - ( i f  not so 
pre-paid and de livered , to  be charged double postage.
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Then fo l lo w  some paragraphs with regard to  the regulations con­
cerning fo re ign  l e t t e r s ,  e tc .

It  seems strange that the Treasury Warrant o f November 22nd 1829 
reproduced in  the January Bu lle tin  does not mention the prepayment con­
d it ion* I  have not seen a le t t e r  o f  the period concerned charged at 
double postage , but have one in which the writer states that he is  sending 
enclosures so that the rec ip ient shall have good value for his four pence •
I also have some pre-paid le t te rs  o f  this fourpenny postage period on which 
in each instance the manuscript "4" is  in red*

So the evidence at present seems to indicate that pre-payment was 
not compulsory u n t i l  January 10th 1840 unless the le t te r  or packet weighed 
over an ounce .

FOSTER W. BOND.

FIRST ATLANTIC MAIL SERVICE.

Mr. John Haskell Kemble has contributed to  "The Mariner’ s M irror", 
a quarterly  journa l published by the Cambridge Press, the f i r s t  part o f a 
series o f  a r t i c l e s  under the t i t l e  o f  "England’ s First A ltantio Mail Line". 
Mr, Kemble has made a close study o f  the early records o f  the British Post 
O ffice Packet S e rv ice ,  many o f which are in the Record Room o f the General 
Post O ffice  in  London. He gives chapter and verse o f  the records for his 
statements, which is most h e lp fu l to the student o f postal h istory . This 
f i r s t  part o f  Mr. Kemble's own study introduces the reader to Edmund Dummer, 
Surveyor General o f  the Navy at the beginning o f  the 18th century, and 
operator o f  the mail packets between Falmouth, Corunna and Lisbon. Dummer 
was in many ways the outstanding personality o f  the packet service and his 
record makes in te res t in g  reading. The part that Cotton and Frankland 
played in th e i r  o f f i c e  of Postmasters General is also described in what is 
a most valuable piece o f  h is to r ic a l  research. I  shall look forward to 
further contributions on the subject from Mr. Kemble.



Tributes from a few of his many Friends.

In the death of Frederick John M elv ille  the Stamp world has lost its 
greatest propagandist. By the e f fo r ts  of his fa o i le  pen and immense enthus­
iasm he proved to  the world that in the study o f  postage stamps and postal 
h is to ry , there was an occupation not only of educational value to the young, 
but worthy o f  the in te l l ig en t  interest o f  even the most b r i l l ia n t  brain. He 
helped to convert what was considered to be the eccentric interest o f a few 
into the hobby o f  m illions.

M e lv i l le  was a Scot, born in Edinburgh in 1882 , the son o f  a w e l l-  
known jo u rn a l is t ,  Thomas Jopling M e lv i l le .  Two years after F .J /  s birth his 
father was appointed to  the Press Gallery S ta f f  o f  the "Scotsman" and the 
family moved to  London. On leaving school he joined the s ta f f  o f  Harmsworth's 
just at the time when that redoubtable family were about to revolutionize 
Fleet Street . I t  was N o r th c l i f fe  who encouraged the budding journalist to 
w rite  about h is  hobby - stamps^ advice which led to the establishment o f an 
international reputation.

It  was at; th is  time that F.J. tr ied  to become a member o f the Royal, 
but he was informed that he was too young. His d ign ity  outraged^ he deter­
mined to e s tab l ish  a Stamp Society  where youthfulness was no barrier * and the 
Junior P h i la t e l i c  Societv was born to flourish under his presidency until the 
day o f his death, and we hope i t  W il l  dohtinue to  flourish into the mists of 
time as a memorial to  him, fo r  this great organisation was not the least of 
his many achievements. Scores of the world’ s most famous p h i la te l is ts ,  in ­
cluding many members o f the Royal have shut the ir  eyes to the word "junior" 
and have jo ined  the many thousands o f men and women, boys and g ir ls  from a l l  
parts o f the w or ld , in  the enjoyment o f  the Society 's  many p r iv i leges .

As an E d ito r  M e lv i l le  was in closest touch with co llectors themselves. 
The "Young Stamp Collector" was his f i r s t  venture as a boy, and "The Postage 
Stamp," "The Stamp Lover," "The British P h i la te l is t , "  and of course the 
"Stamp C o l le c to rs ' Fortn ightly" w i l l  always be associated with his name.

Like h is father before him, F.J.M. was a Fellow o f the Institute o f 
Journalists, and his pleasant s ty le  o f l i te ra ry  creation was founded on those 
twin princ ip les  o f  Scottish Journalism o f the old s ty le ,  a wide knowledge of 
his subject together with a f in e  appreciation o f a l l  that was best in English 
l ite ra tu re  both c la ss ica l and modern.

And so passes a much loved f igu re , we shall a l l  miss him, particularly 
those who seek to  fo llow  him in  putting the merits o f our hobby before the 
w orld , for he was ever helpful and encouraging in anything which was to the 
betterment o f  p h i la te ly ,  without detracting from its  dignity. I t  is sad to 
think that he w i l l  not be with us in the great Centenary year, but his illness 
was a long one and we would not wish that his su ffering should continue.

FR E D E R IC K  JOHN M E L V IL L E .

Stamp Fortnightly.
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To p h i la t e l i s t s  of nearly two generations the name of Fred. J. Melville 
has been one o f  paramount s ign if icance . That name has stood fo r  the best and 
brightest s ide  o f  ph ila te ly . ' On the cover o f a book, or at the head o f  an 
a r t i c l e ,  i t  has been the hall-mark of an entertaining though studious t r e a t ­
ment o f the subject; beneath the t i t l e  of a magazine i t  has meant that the 
contents have been care fu lly  and e f f ic ie n t ly  ed ited ; at the head o f a society 
or exh ib it ion  committee i t  has s ign if ied  that the control of that society or 
exh ib it ion  was in able hands.

Of him i t  can be said with truth: P h i la t e l i c a l l y , he knew everybody 
- and everyone knew him as "Freddie."

By h is death, p h ila te ly  has suffered a loss ,  the fu l l  consequences of 
which i t  is impossible to weigh.

The Stamp Lover

I  knew F.J. M e lv i l le  in  various o f his many capacities for more years 
than I can remember. As founder and President o f  the J .P .S ., as a great 
p h i la te l ic  student, as a fount o f  knowledge g lad ly  available to help others, 
as a leader o f  the P h i la te l ic  Congress, and then recently as the f irs t  
President o f  the Postal H istory Society.

The p h i la t e l i c  world w i l l  be fo r  always in his debt. We mourn a 
simple unassuming personality  whose genuine love of a l l  things ph ila te lic  has 
accomplished much. We are fortunate in that a great deal o f  the results o f 
his research work has appeared in print for the benefit of others.

Adrian Hopkins

Fred M e lv i l le  was already a prominent ph ila te l is t  when I  f i r s t  met 
him - more than th ir ty  years ago. I  possessed and had read a l l  his books.
He was my p h i la t e l i c  mentor. My imagination pictured such a p ro l i f ic  author 
as an old man, and great was my surprise, there fore , on meeting him to find a 
young man s t i l l  in his twenties. He was always kind to young co llec to rs , for 
whom he had a soft spot, and he encouraged me in my youthful ph ila te l ic  
enthusiasms . At that time he a ffected the very high collars o f  the period 
and frequen tly  a frock  coat. With his s l igh t ly  bent shoulders and thick- 
lensed spectacles he looked the student that he was.

La te r ,  I  got to know him well and we frequently dined together, at times 
at his old house in Sudbourne Road, later at Herne H i l l ,  and sometimes in town. 
His conversation on these occasions revealed a mind well stocked with ph ila t­
e l i c  lore  and an amazing memory. He had known a i l  the famous co llec tors , from 
King George V downwards, and his knowledge o f  collections past and present was 
unequalied.

He was an inveterate t ra v e l le r  and few Continental stamp exhibitions 
were held without his attending, usually as a member o f  the Jury. Five times
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he v is i ted  the United S tates, where he was very popular with a l l  classes 
o f  c o l le c t o r s .  On several occasions I  was with him on Continental tr ips  
in Germany, France and Switzerland, and he used to twit me about my French 
pronunciation. I was able to  indulge myself in  a re ta lia to ry  " le g -p u l l” on 
one occasion. We were at a dinner in Paris and F.J.M. was called upon to 
r e Ply to  a to a s t .  He spoke in French (in  which language he was very good) 
and when he had finished I  turned to him and said, *^Fred, were you speaking 
French or English? Ever afterwards he told that story against me and said 
i t  was the hardest thing that had ever been said to him!

N a tu ra l ly ,  many o f  the honours that ph ila te ly  has to o f fe r  came his 
way, His name was inscribed on the Roll o f Distinguished Ph ila te l is ts  in 
1921 and the Congress Cup was awarded him at Both in 1935. Many societies 
e lected him an honorary member.

Of la te  years he had returned to an e a r l ie r  love - the study of 
postal h is to ry .  In 1908 he hod published, in the Stomp Lover, the results 
o f  his researches into Dockwra’ s London Penny Post of i680 and he also wrote 
other pos ta l h is to ry  works. On the founding o f  the Postal History Society 
he became i t s  f i r s t  president .

Fred M e lv i l le  was a regular attendant at most o f  the various London 
p h i la t e l i c  soc ie ty  meetings and he had a host o f friends. He w i l l  be sorely 
missed. May the tu r f  l ie  l i g h t ly  on him.

-  H.R.H. in P h ila te l ic  Journal o f Gt.Britain.

Fred. J .  M e lv i l le f s name was known throughout the p h ila te l ic  world. 
He was popular with everybody in every country and wherever he went. I t  
seems impossible that we sha ll ever find another to equal him for  his 
remarkable work which w i l l  be shared and enjoyed by others fo r  a very long 
time to oome.

- Frank Godden in Godden*s Gazette.

As a w riter and ed itor Fred J. Melville  showed many qu a lit ies ,  
perhaps the greatest being the power o f creating interest in what he wrote 
about. He seemed to retain  the outlook of the boy right up to the la s t ,  
and he loved to lead the young stamp co llector along paths where he himself 
had found much to interest and explore. Had he chosen the career o f  a 
schoolmaster' instead of that o f  a w r i te r , (there would have been no d i f f icu lty  
o f  his emulating the success o f Mr * Chips •

I t  was Fred J . M e lv i l le  who f i r s t  made the suggestion to me that a 
Postal H is tory  Society should be started. I f  writing on ph ila te ly  was his 
p ro fess ion , then postal h istory was his hobby. I  do not know to what extent 
he was a c o l le c to r  o f  h is to r ica l  documents, but that he had some rare and 
in te res t in g  items we had evidence from time to time. His researches into
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the h istory  o f  the Penny Post resulted in the compilation o f records, 
published in  book form, o f the greatest value to students, Vfhilst he was 
never quite w i l l in g  to  acknowledge that a postmark was also a stamp o f the 
f i r s t  o rder, th is  did not lessen his interest in Bishop and Dockwra stamps 
or marks;

As f i r s t  President o f  the Postal History Society, Fred J. M elv ille  
put in a lot o f  work in providing the Society with a set of rules and a 
working committee. We shall always remember his cheery presence at the 
dinners o f  the Society, There was always the M elv ille  touch about the 
toasts . Who w i l l  ever forget Fred J, M e lv i l le ,  confirmed bachelor, asking 
those present to  drink the health of the lad ies1.

He res ts  from his labours. His works remain with us.

- S.G. in The P h i la te l is t .

The funeral took place at Lambeth Cemetery on January 16th. The 
Postal H is tory  Society was represented by T. Todd, F.H. Vallancey, L.N, 
W illiams, and 3. Graveson. The f l o r a l  tributes included wreaths from the 
Council o f  the Society and Mr, Robson Lowe.

L ie u t  .Colonel SAMUEL ANDERSON, R.A.M.C,

We re g re t  to report the death on January 16th o f Colonel Anderson, 
w e ll  known as a student o f  I r is h  postal h istory and a prominent figure in 
p h i la te l ic  c i r c le s  in  the West Country. He was President of^the Torquay 
P h i la te l ic  Soc ie ty  and Secretary o f the P.H.S. Ir ish  Study C irc le ;  his 
painstaking work in the recording of data accumulated in connection with 
th is  study c i r c l e  w i l l  provide a long-lasting example for his fe llow
students .

Colonel Anderson served in the China campaign o f 1900, the 
Waziristan campaign o f 1907, and with the Mesopotamian Expeditionary Force
during the Great War.

The Posta l H istory Society sent a wreath and was represented at the 
funera 1 by Mr * J ohn Leaver .






