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Over 60 years’ Service to Philately

December 2015 Auctions

Our December sales feature a diverse worldwide collection with many interesting 
and scarce covers with fine Falklands and Australian States.

Also collections of Cumbria, Derbyshire and Essex Postal History 
with a specialised collection of British Islands.

Consignments welcome for our 
2016 sales.

Please contact James Grimwood-Taylor, Bob Unwin, Joseph Iredale, 
Greg Spring, Andy Donaldson or Ben Palmer.

www.cavendish-auctions.com
stamps@cavendish-auctions.com

Derby - Phone +44(0)1332 250970' Fax. +44(0)1332 294440 London - Phone +44(0)20 8.785 7750
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Visit Europe’s Premier Stamp Show...Stamp Show...

S t a m p s

FREE ENTRANCE! 17th 20th
Plus Complimentary Catalogue & Postcard when you visit FebrUcU y  2 0 1 6

With over 100 stands, including the worlds biggest names in stamps.

Free
Valuations 

& advice

Do you have a stamp or collection at home?
Want to know what it’s worth?

You can buy and sell stamps, covers and everything you need 
to start or further this wonderful hobby.

Or just pop along and enjoy hundreds of
interesting exhibits, including
the British National Stamp Exhibition.

Stampex, Business Design Centre, Islington, London

presented by
T H E
Philatelic Traders
S O C I E T Y

www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk

Likin
AUCTION

on Friday 9* OCTOBER 2015
at 10 JO a.m.

At The Regus Conference Centre,
No. 1 Northumberland Ave, Trafalgar Sq,London WC2

To include;
The Pete- Joinings collections of Iraq and worldwide airmails with RAF and pioneer flights to Iraq, 

Baghdad-Cairo RAF and Imperial Airways services, GB with balloon posts, Egypt with MarcPouipe flights, 
India with 1911 Allahabad postcards; GB Postal history with fine Cornwall & Kent collections both featuring 

rare ship letters; GB stamps with 1841 2d blue collection and rare railway parcel and newsp^er stamps; 
ThePete Jennings collection of GB air letters with essays, proofe and errors;

The Martin Lines collection of Military & POW mail with Napoleonic POW mail,
Boer War POW mail from C eylon; WW1 & WW2 including German Feldposts;

Malaya from The GordonPeters collection with 1934 Survey Essays and 1935-63 stamps of Malaoca,
Negri Sembilan, Pahang, Penang, Perak and Selangor; The Martin Lines collection of Holy Land stamps and 

postal history, KUT KGV stamps and postal stationery', WW2 and postage due covers; various KGVI postal history; 
GB Mulieadys in complete sheets; Tasmania 1855 Convict letter; 1772 wreck cover from Jamaica;

Grenada Ship Letter; China 1796-1802 letters; British Solomon Islands 1906 Essays;
Antarctica with unique 1922 Shackleton Essays; Tristan 1946 stamp petition; Cyprus.

Viewing at our offices, by appointment please & at Stampex, London 16/19 September 2015

-4rqyM Likin Limited-
4'* Floor, 17 Waterloo Place, London SW1Y 4AR 

Td: 020 7930 6100 Fax: 020 93 0 6109 e-mail: phlatelists@argyll-e6cin.cQm

http://www.philatelic-traders-society.co.uk
mailto:phlatelists@argyll-e6cin.cQm
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Important and 
unusual postal 
history from around 
the world features 
regularly in our 
specialised public 
auctions held in 
central London, 
heart of the 
international 
philatelic market. 
Register your 
specialised 
collecting interests 
with us today.

Each sale is available to view, fully illustrated, on our website, www.grosvenorauctions.com, 
with complimentary copies of our exceptional printed catalogues sent on request. Our 
commission, rates are highly competitive and negotiable for valuable consignments. We work 
closely with vendors to ensure that presentation and prices meet the highest expectations. 
Contact Andrew Williams for further information.

>v,;

GROSVENOR
399 -401  Strand 2nd & 3rd Floors London WC2R OLT

T: 0 2 0  7 3 7 9  8 7 8 9  F: 0 2 0  7379  9 7 3 7  E: info@grosvenor-auctions.co.uk

www.grosvenorauctions.com
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EDITORIAL

There seem s to have b e en  no let up in in teresting  philatelic events this y ear and  as I put the 
journal together a num ber of our m em bers will be  in S ingapore for the International, either 
exhibiting  or visiting. It hardly seem s possib le  that I am w orking on the S ep tem ber Journal, 
and my thanks go to those of you who have provided artic les and for your orig inal research. 
As you all know, the Journal can be  only as good as the articles received  and  this is a small 
prom pt to those who have not yet sent in their prom ised p ieces.

At the A2SN m eeting at Ironbridge Gorge, Diane DeBlois, the Editor of Postal History Journal, 
our equivalent in the United States, and I had  a discussion about the two Societies collaborating. We 
ag reed  to send each other an article for publication and at tim es for us to publish the same article 
at the same time. I think this is an exciting move for both Societies.

THE PRESIDENT'S MUSINGS
Half of the year has passed  and it is time to peruse the auction catalogue and make plans for attend­
ing Conference - this year's programme is very interesting and varied and also sees the return of the 
outing, as in our previous format. I look forward to seeing many of you there and p lease  let Graham 
W inters know when you have booked your accommodation or if you plan to com e as a day visitor 
as he needs the num bers for housekeeping.

At the International in New York next y ear the American Postal History Society has a stand which 
they have invited us to share. This will enab le  us to advertise the Society across the pond, but in 
o rder to make the most of this generous offer, we need volunteers to provide som e cover for the 
stand. Can any m em ber who is planning to attend and who is willing to give a few hours in support 
of this initiative p lease contact me so that I can continue the dialogue with Diane. Your committee 
has worked hard over the last decade to promote the hobby to those not involved already and in 
joint collaborations with other societies outside the realms of philately and this is an exciting new 
venture. It has been  many years since we met last in Europe and if any m em bers have particular 
contacts on the Continent how about getting the bali rolling by  suggesting som ew here not too far 
distant for another gathering, preferably in conjunction with a society over the Channel.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Following the publication of last month’s ‘Challenge to our m em bers’ the following response was 
received  from Mike Dovey of the TPO & Seapost Society which provides additional information on 
the subject.

‘The “Medon” was launched in 1923 and was the first Motor Vessel (MV) to be em ployed by Alfred 
Holt (Blue Funnel Line), all of their previous vessels being Steam Ships (SS). The usual route for 
any Blue Funnel Line vessel was through the M editerranean, into the Suez Canal, and onwards to 
all ports around Indonesia and the Far East. However, with the advent of the Second World War, it 
was deem ed safer to go the long way round the Cape of Good Hope. It was quickly realized that 
ships were safer in convoy and all ships bound for South Africa, and even for South America, were 
m arshaled into convoys until they reached  Freetown from w here they proceeded  on their own. 
Likewise all ships going in the reverse direction to the UK would wait at Freetown for a convoy al­
location before venturing further north.

In this case the “M edon” would have left its home port of Liverpool and met up with other vesselss
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to travel in convoy to Freetown. All post for crew m em bers would have b een  addressed to the 
Company’s m ail office where it was sorted, bagged and  then sent forwards to m eet the respective 
ships at their next port of call. In this case  the mail for the “Medon” was sent to the shipping agent 
in Freetown but arrived  there after the ship had left on its voyage south. The mail would have 
been  forw arded to Lagos as the next port of call in the hope of catching up with the vessel there. 
In Lagos it was probably  found that the ship had long since sailed and so the letter was checked by 
the Censor and  presum ably the Paquebot mark was applied  on the only available space on the re ­
verse to indicate that it was high seas mail bearing British stamps. In the absence  of further marks 
on the envelope it seem s likely that the letter was re tu rned  to the shipping agent in Freetown b e ­
fore eventually m aking its way back  to Liverpool.

In August 1942 the “Medon” was to rpedoed  by an Italian subm arine near Para in the dead of night 
and, on the following day, when daw n broke, the subm arine then attem pted to sink the ship by 
gunfire. This attem pt at target p ractice  having failed, a second torpedo was fired, the ship duly 
sank and the crew  w ere rescued from lifeboats, although one contingent was at sea for five w eeks 
and suffered ex trem e hardship as a result. It should b e  rem em bered  that if a seam an was in the 
Merchant Navy his pay was stopped on the day that his ship went down and did  not resum e until 
he was able to sign on aboard another vessel.

All in all the envelope is a superb  item from the Second World War and if the contents of the let­
ter had survived as well and we knew  m ore about both  the sender and the recipient it would have 
been  even m ore trem endous than it is a lready’.

In June 2004, Vol. 38 No.3, Fred Taylor published an article based on my collection of RAILWAY 
STRIKE MAIL in Railway Philately.

Fred is keeping  a database and our aim  is to issue an update including illustrations of all the known 
surviving items of mail. If any of your m em bers have any items in their collections I would be  
grateful if they would contact e ither Fred at f.will.taylor@btinternet.com or they can contact me on 
01325 730695.

Thank you 
Max
W.M. Melrose

Dear Claire

P er Ac.ronline P o tt

t v C •
i' Is  A 'y. *>' /

George 3 .;* .Edwards Esq, 

 ̂ High f ie ld "
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GERMAN OCCUPATION OF BELGIUM AND 
NORTHERN FRANCE 1914-1918

ROBIN PIZER

G erm any invaded Belgium on 4th A ugust 1914 and by m id O ctober occupied  most of Bel­
gium  for the duration of the First W orld W ar. Belgium was effectively divided into four parts :

1 The General Government (GG) area  in the centre, east and south. The boundary betw een the 
GG Belgium and the rea r areas changed from time to time. The GG Belgium area was at its greatest 
extent in September 1916 but on 1st O ctober 1916 Tournai was re-assigned to the rea r area of the 6th 
Army, followed on 1st January 1917 by Mons to the new 1st Army and the southern part of the Prov­
ince of Luxembourg to the 5th Army, on 8th D ecem ber 1917 a small part of the district of Ath around 
Chievres to the 6th Army and on 1st February 1918 the rem ainder with the district of Lessines to the 6th 
Army. The French areas from Givet to Fumay and around M aubeuge were included within the GG Bel­
gium in 1915 but excluded in 1918 and 1916 respectively. The boundary between the GG Belgium and 
the rea r areas moved eastwards in 1918 particularly in the autumn as the end of the war approached;

2 The rear area (Etappengebiet) adm inistered by the various German Armies which were 
controlled through a Rear Inspection A rea (Etappen-Inspektion). Within the Rear Areas there 
w ere rear area districts (Etappenkommandantur) under the control of a rear a rea  commander 
(Etappenkommandant). So far as Belgium was concerned the rea r area mainly com prised East and 
W est Flanders. From mid October 1914 the rear area was controlled by the 4th Army and mail was 
channelled via the postal censorship office at the Gent Rear Inspection Area which was num bered 
33 in spring 1917. East and West Flanders (and the Tournai area  in Hainaut) w ere sometimes de­
scribed  as the w estern rear areas. By 15th March 1915, if not earlier, the Tournai area  in Hainaut 
was excluded from the rear area of the 4th Army and must have been in the rea r area of the 6th 
Army. From 1917 other German Armies had parts of their rea r areas in Belgium as indicated above.

3 The operational area (Operationsgebiet), under the control of German Divisions and Corps 
along the North Sea and the border with France including those parts of northern France occupied 
by  the Germans, in southern Belgium and including those parts of France bordering southern Bel­
gium occupied by the Germans.

4 A narrow strip of land between the river Yser and the French border including Ypres which 
rem ained in Belgian hands throughout the war due to flooding of low lying land along the Yser be­
tw een Nieuwpoort and Diksmuide in the last few days of O ctober 1914.

General Government Belgium
In the General Government (GG) area for Belgium a postal service was organised  for the civil 
population with G erm an stamps overprinted for use in Belgium. These were available from 1st 
O ctober 1914. There w ere very many restrictions in the GG area  and even more in the Rear Areas 
under the control of the German 4th Army based at Gent. The controls were most severe in the 
Rear Areas of other G erm an armies especially  in occupied France. Some of these problem s will 
b e  illustrated in this article.

Figure 1 shows a reg is tered  letter postm arked at E isenberg in Germany on 4.8.14 intended for 
Brussels. This was the day the war broke out and the letter was m arked ‘Return on account of the 
w ar situation’. The letter arrived back in Eisenberg on 13.8.14. There are many different cachets of 
this type which were used  on mail to countries that Germany was now at war with.
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E isenb erger Bank
e. G. m. b. H.

Eisenberg, S.-A. ^
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Initially the mail service was restric ted  to Brussels and the area south east towards the Germ an 
border. Gradually other parts of Belgium w ere added to the GG. Mail from these areas to foreign 
countries was slow to develop and restric ted  to countries allied to Germany or neutral. For instance 
mail was perm itted  to the Netherlands from 7th February 1915 from some places.

__
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Figure 2 shows a letter postmarked at Antwerp on 21st February  1915 intended for Gilze, near Breda 
in Holland. It was m arked 'Return as the language is not perm itted' at Aachen. It was probably written 
in Flemish which was not permitted until 26th February 1915. Before the letter could be returned to 
sender Flemish was permitted, the return cachet crossed out and the letter released. It is postmarked 
Breda 2nd M arch 1915 onlhe back.
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Figure 3 shows a letter postm arked on 7th May 1915 at Lier which is south east of Antwerp in the 
district of M echelen (Malines). It was intended for The Hague (Den Haag) in the Netherlands. It 
reached Aachen in Germany through which mail for the N etherlands had to go. H ere it was marked 
first by a circular cachet Aachen foreign section /  re leased ' but then the b lue rectangular cachet 
was added 'not perm itted return' when it was realised that Lier was in an area from which mail to the 
Netherlands was not perm itted at that time. It arrived back  in Lier on 12th May 1915 according to a 
postmark on the back.

Although Fumay in France had becom e part of the GG from 15th January 1915 le tter mail was initially 
restricted to GG only and not extended to Germany until 4th O ctober 1915. It was never extended 
to other foreign countries.

Figure 4 is a letter postm arked at A achen in Germany on 29th August 1915 in tended  for Fumay. It 
was returned to sender with the rectangular cachet 'Return /  place not perm itted  for service with 
Germany'.

Mail for France and Great Britain was not perm itted from GG but this did not stop enterprising third
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parties in The N etherlands and Switzerland acting as forwarding agents.

Figure 5 shows a postcard postm arked 21 st October 1915 in Brussels addressed to a recipient in Mep- 
pel in The Netherlands. Here the M eppel address was ru b b ed  out and an address in Aberystwyth, 
Wales was inserted  and the card forw arded on 28th O ctober 1915 from M eppel to Wales. Another 
card in the author's collection was postm arked 23rd March 1916 in Brussels and addressed to a private 
house in Rue d e  l'Arquebuse, G eneva in Switzerland. This address was crossed out and an address 
in Folkestone, Kent inserted. It was forw arded from G eneva on 28th March 1916.

From 14th April 1915 the French language was not perm itted to be  used in official correspondence 
with the Authorities in Belgium.

NATIONAAL HUIP- EN V0EDINGSC0M1TE1T
PROVINCIAAL COMITEIT VAN ANTWERPEN

AFDEELING VOEDING

2, Graanmarkt. — ANTW ERPEN.

Figure 6 shows a letter postmarked 7th D ecem ber 1917 in Antwerp from the Nutrition Department of 
the National Committee for Aid and Nutrition addressed to Malines (Mechelen). Over the back flap 
is a 'released for forwarding' cachet of 'The President of the Civil Administration for the Province of 
Antwerp'. The letter was 'opened under war regultions, military postal supervision office, Antwerp' 
(2 line cachet at left partly under b lue p ap er seal of the 'Imperial Government Antwerp, military 
postal supervision office'). The circular cachet is the 'letter cachet' of the 'military postal supervision
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office Antwerp'. The letter bears a second two line cachet 'Return /  as language is not permitted' 
which has been modified in manuscript to amplify that the 'French language is not perm itted as an 
official language'.

Rear Areas
Mail with the Rear A rea of the 4th Army was examined at Gent (Gand). Instructions on how this mail 
was to be handled changed over time. In 1915 it had to be  p laced  inside a second sealed envelope 
with the correct address of the recipient and 'An die Etappen-Inspektion Gent, postlagernd Briissel' 
(To the rear area inspection Gent, poste restante at Brussels)'. Only the outer envelope was franked 
and the letter, if approved, was forwarded to the rear area commander nearest the recipient who 
would then collect the letter.

Figure 7 shows a m ethod used in 1916. The letter has a sender's address in Tournai (which was in the 
GG until 1st October 1916). It was postm arked at Vaulx lez Chimey on 16th Septem ber 1916. It bears 
the address 'Inspection des Etapes a Gand Sud Bureau Restant and a rectangular postmark of the 
Rear Area Inspection at Gent dated 25th Septem ber 1916. On the reverse it bears  a 69mm circular 
cachet of the Gent Postal Examination Office. The main part of the design was the Imperial German 
eagle. This would have been forwarded to the recipient as before.

In February 1917 instructions were given to disguise military addresses and the Gent Postal Examina­
tion Office becam e Postal Supervision Office 33. One aspect of their work which is rarely seen con­
cerns mail hand carried  by a person from one place to another bypassing the post office completely.

Figure 8 shows the back of such an item. The sender's address is Gent (Gand) and the recipient is 
south at Oudenaarde (Audenarde). The four line cachet in blue says 'permitted to b e  sealed for taking 
t o ........../  Postal Supervision Office 33. /  /  Lieutenant.' with 'Audenarde' and a signature*added
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in manuscript. The flaps of the envelope w ere sealed with four blue and white paper seals and one 
dark red wax seal. These show the G erm an Imperial eag le  in the centre surrounded by the words 
'Postal Supervision Office 33'.

Bank mail was given special treatment with its own set of Bank Oversight Offices (Bankaufsichtsstelle). 
In 1917 these too w ere made anonymous.

Figure 9 shows a letter franked with a 25c overprint on 20pf Germania stamp available since 
D ecem ber 1916 for use in the rea r areas. The stamp is not cancelled by a da ted  postmark but by 
a rectangular censorship device read ing  'Gepruft /  P. U. St.' (checked Postal Supervision Office) 
believed to b e  used by the German 2nd Army based in Valenciennes, France. The letter is addressed 
to the Bank Oversight Office 1 at the German Field Post Office No. 45 both of which are known to have 
been at Valenciennes.

The large rectangular cachet reads, in translation, 'expertly examined /  Bank Oversight Office 1 
/  Letter book No........... ' with the num ber 16925 added  in manuscript. This too is a Valenciennes
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cachet. The Valenciennes Bank Oversight Office opened in April 1916 and they started  putting the 
'Letter book No.' on the covers from early  1917. Sometimes the covers have a da ted  postm ark and for 
instance an envelope with No.16603 is postm arked 18th February  1918 and another with No.16731 
was dated 23rd February 1918. So No. 16925 was probably posted  in early to m id March 1918 at a 
p lace in or close to Valenciennes.

The End
As the war drew to a close the boundary betw een the GG Belgium and the Rear A reas moved east­
wards. Thus the Rear Area Postal Supervision Office 33 at Gent closed about 23rd O ctober 1918 and 
re-opened about 27th October 1918 at Antwerp. Mail got caught up and delayed in the final days of 
the war.

(

DtUIKHtS liSCT

Figure 10 shows a postcard postm arked 20th October 1918 in Brussels add ressed  to Calmphout

EARLY DAYS OF THE BRITISH POSTAL SYSTEM IN
MOROCCO

DAVID STOTTER

The first British post office in Morocco opened in the British Legation in T angier on 1st April 
1857. Although th e re  would not be  British post offices as such in the other coastal towns until the 
1880s, for years the British vice-consuls there  had been  handling mail and, of course, their own 
voluminous dispatches, and, as we shall see, this was set to continue. It is known that the first Brit­
ish postal agent in Tangier was W.S. Lukin, appointed at the end  of March 1857 but soon replaced 
by  Haim Sicsu1. My recent research  has established that Lukin in fact left alm ost immediately 
because of non-payment of his debts!

On 2nd June 1857 Frederick  C arstensen, vice-consul in Tangier, on behalf of the Consul Gen­
e ra l John Drummond Hay, wrote to the vice-consuls along the Coast informing them  that Lukin 
had  resigned  and b e e n  rep laced  by Haim Cicsoo (his spelling). Drummond Hay also wrote to 
Edm und Cresswell, the G ibraltar Postm aster, informing him of the reasons:

“We have been constantly troubled with complaints against Mr Lukin for non-payment of his 
debts...and I d irected  the vice-consul to inform Mr Lukin that on the next complaint against him I 
should be com pelled to deprive him of the office of Post Agent, as it was not decorous for a person 
in the employment of this Mission to behave in the m anner which Mr Lukin does to his creditors.
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Upon receiving this notice Mr Lukin has wisely resigned  for the man knows, I suppose, that he has 
already too m any outstanding deb ts  even  at Tangier to escape  unscathed from his creditors. It 
appears the foolish  fellow  has a m an ia  for pu rchasing  any bauble  he fancies.

I have nam ed to the post the son of my interpreter, Mr Haim Cicsoo, an active young man who I 
think will do the work m ore efficiently. I have told him as a rule not to charge  [for delivery] m ore 
than one b lanquee  [about a halfpenny] unless letters ad d ressed  to the w ealthier merchants w ere 
very bulky, or that he suspected p artie s  w ere in the habit of getting several letters sent under 
cover to one perso n  for distribution. It appears that even if Mr Lukin had not resigned several of 
the merchants in tended to have com plained to me of the delay in the delivery of the letters. I may 
add that half of Lukin’s work was done by  my clerk or by the vice-consul so it is a good riddance.2”

Until now v ery  little had been  d isco v e red  regard ing  the early  system of couriers (rekkas) for 
sending mail a rriv ing  at Tangier to the  towns down the  Atlantic Coast, but my research  enab les 
me to d escribe  it h e re  in some detail: On 24th April 1857 Drummond Hay wrote to the vice consuls 
at Laraiche, Rabat (also responsib le at this time for Casablanca), Mazagan, Saffi and Mogador as 
follows:

“As I believe it is not im probable that the existing arrangem ents for the conveyance of official and 
private letters from one port of this [Moroccan] Empire to another may be  discontinued in conse­
quence of severa l parties withdrawing their subscriptions, and as I think it would be  desirable that 
the regular postal communication should not be  interrupted, I have to transm it for your information 
and consideration the following p lan  for the establishm ent of a new service of which the direction 
would rem ain entirely  in our hands...”

The “existing system ” had b een  set up in 1837 and w as organised and  run  by European and 
Moroccan m erchan ts but superin tended  by the foreign diplom ats in Tangier, and I am now able 
to describe this also: Couriers ran  the Tangier-M ogador route and return twice monthly and  the 
foreign consulates m ade use of this facility free of charge for official dispatches. For the merchants 
it was subscriptions-based, like the later Spanish system  that I described here  previously3, and by 
the 1850s it was w ell-established and  ongoing. However, in 1857 the French government ag reed  
a grant of Fr 1,600 p.a. to allow a m ore frequent, entirely French, courier system  to be  established, 
and French m erchants w ere withdrawing from the previous system thus making it no longer viable. 
It must be em phasised  that this and the proposed new system  below w ere the responsibility of the 
consulates and  not the Post Office. Drummond Hay continued:

“Much will d ep en d  upon the amount of subscription that may b e  made at the different ports by 
the [British] vice-consuls and by the  m erchants, as to the num ber of couriers to be  dispatched. I 
will authorise the vice-consul at Laraiche to deduct from his private subscription one once [four 
blanquilles or 2d] for every official le tter he may receive; the vice-consul at Rabat 6 b lanquees 
[blanquilles]; the [future] v. consul at Dar el-Baida [Casablanca] the sam e (6 bis); the v. consul at 
Mazagan 8 bis; the v. consul at Saffi 10 bis, and the consul at Mogador [the most distant port] 12 
bis. Upon every  dispatch weighing m ore than 4 ounces a double charge may b e  made. The vice- 
consuls will b e  careful to mark, on the backs of all letters on the public service, the amount of post­
age charged upon them, and include the sam e in their contingent accounts at the end of the year. 
As I understand a service of couriers has been  estab lished  by the French Consulate General, the 
couriers of which service are appointed to depart from Tangier on the 1st, 11th and 21st of each 
month; it is suggested  in the accom panying prospectus that the British couriers should leave this 
place on the 6th, 16th and 26th of each  month, and then an arrangem ent might perhaps be come to 
with the French company for the mutual and gratuitous conveyance of letters.”4

So the new  system  would also b e  su b sc rip tio n s-b ased  but p resum ably  im proved in som e 
way, p ro b ab ly  in term s of the freq u en cy  of cou rie rs , th re e  ra ther than  two a month, and  by  
cooperation  w ith the French. T here had been  a French post office in the Legation in Tangier
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since 1852, predating the British equivalent by five years, but this is the first re fe rence  I have found 
to an early French courier system. Drummond Hay’s draft prospectus, which was very detailed, 
can be  sum m arised as follows:

Six couriers to be employed, Rabat to b e  the starting point for each. Three couriers w ere to journey 
to and from Mogador once a month regularly, three others to and from Tangier. The timings from 
Tangier were as above to meet the M ogador courier at Rabat who would then  p roceed  south, so: 
Leave Tangier 6th of the month arrive Rabat 11th; second courier departs Rabat 11th arrives Mogador 
18th; then departs M ogador 21st arrives Rabat 28th; first courier returns Rabat to Tangier 28th arriv­
ing 3rd.

It was proposed initially that the Consul G eneral and the vice-consuls would pay  a fixed monthly 
subscription, the vice-consul at M ogador, for example, pay ing  two dollars (Spanish dollars worth 
about four shillings). Merchant su b scrib e rs  would pay not less than a dollar a month. The vice- 
consul at Rabat would select the couriers and arrange the ir pay. If total subscriptions exceeded 
costs then the surplus would be  re tu rned  on a proportional basis, but if costs exceeded  subscrip­
tions these would b e  raised. So the m ethods of payment, and  the central position of Rabat, were the 
sam e as the later Spanish service (ref. 3), and the latter may well have been  m odelled on the British 
and French systems by  then in existence. As with the Spanish service, Tetuan w as omitted so there 
must have been  a different British courier arrangem ent linking that town with Tangier. In the 
Spanish case from 1862 couriers went betw een the Spanish consulate in Tetuan and  Ceuta (which 
is of course a Spanish enclave and part of Spain’s own postal system) in an arrangem ent that began 
with military mail during the war of 1861.5

Non-subscribers could use the p roposed  British service on paym ent of a fee p e r  letter to the vice- 
consul at the port of arrival. For letters under two ounces from Tangier the fees w ere (in onces, 
so units of 2d or so): Laraiche, 2; Rabat, 4; Casablanca, 5; M azagan, 6; Saffi, 7; Mogador, 8. So a 
letter sent from Tangier to Mogador would cost l/4d  which is a lot; and a th ree  ounce letter would 
b e  charged double. No new spapers w ere  to be  carried  for non-subscribers.

Couriers caught carry ing  unauthorised letters “to be  p ro ceed ed  against with all rigour before the 
Moorish authorities” (which meant they would certainly b e  flogged), and the ad d ressees  would be 
liable to a triple paym ent penalty. The important Tangier-Fez route, and also any urgent dispatches, 
would continue to requ ire  the British consuls to hire special co u rie rs .6

There was a strong political elem ent in all this that included  concern about British dispatches 
en trusted  to a French system. However, Drummond Hay later wrote that, “If foreigners subscribe 
I have no objection that foreigners b e  nam ed as agents at som e of the interm ediate ports, but Tan­
gier, Rabat and M ogador must be  in the hands of British officers. ... It would be , to say the least, 
a matter for comment that the postal serv ice  of Morocco should be  chiefly conducted though the 
agency of officers of a foreign governm ent b u t ... it is not in the spirit of opposition that the English 
postal service on the coast is proposed  to be established.”

I can here confirm that (1) the French courier service b eg an  in April 1858 and  (2) the proposed 
British courier system  was im plem ented shortly thereafter at the beginning of July 1858 with the 
aid of a retrospective government g ran t of £30 p.a., about half that of the French. This allowed 
official dispatches to continue to b e  ca rried  free of ch a rg e  and a w eekly ra th e r than thrice- 
monthly service.

So far as I am aware, items clearly sent by  this early courier serv ice  have not survived, other than, 
of course, the consular dispatches in the archives on which there  are no postal markings. The 
earliest known cover from the Morocco Agencies went from Casablanca via G ibraltar to London 
in October 1860 and bears a 6d stamp (presum ably sourced from Gibraltar) cancelled  in transit in 
Gibraltar.7 Although this item dates from the time when postal matters w ere h and led  by the vice­

Postal History, No 35580



consulate in C asablanca, well before  the British post office was opened there in 1887, it probably 
went from C asablanca by sea. Steam ers and sailing vessels of course always provided a quicker 
alternative to overland couriers and  would be em ployed for overseas mails whenever possible 
rather than send ing  them  up the  coast to Tangier and thence onwards. Another early cover from 
M arrakesh via M ogador and G ibraltar to London in November 1864 also probably went by sea 
from M ogador.8 However, a m ore likely candidate is the incoming cover shown below (John Smith 
Collection). A ddressed  from England to the British vice-consul at Rabat and Sale in 1867 it has a 
number of transit m arks on the rev erse  including Marseille, Oran and Tangier, which very  likely 
means it was landed  at Tangier and  went on down the coast by courier. In this case also it could 
have gone onw ards by ship but at this time Rabat was not a well-frequented port.

LR. G arcia, ‘The British Postal Service in M orocco 1749-1906’, The Postal History Society and 
the British Philatelic Trust, York (2009) p. 32 and D.A. Stotter, A Postcard from Tangier. A Postal 
& Social History of Tangier 1880-1958’, The Postal History Society, Saffron W alden (2015) p. 202.

2The National Archives, FO 174/229 p. 5. Unsuitable appointments continued to be  an issue 
for the Morocco Agencies and even  as late as 1930 the Tangier Postmaster was writing, “It seem s 
our fate with C asablanca that w e e ither get sharp rogues or honest fools and both are a nuisance.” 
The Postal Museum & Archive, Post 29/1178.

3 D.A. Stotter, Postal History 346, 44 (2013).

4The National Archives, FO 174/229 p. 178.

5J.M. H ernandez Ramos, ‘Boletin del Agrupacion Filatelica de Ceuta’ 17, 8 (1999).

6Stotter (ref. 1) pp. 35 & 173; th ese  couriers w ere not affiliated to a specific postal service but 
were nevertheless professional rekkas for hire in a specific location in every  large town.

7 M aurice Hadida Collection, illustrated in G arcia (ref.l) p.36.

8Larry G ardner Collection, illustrated in G arcia p. 40
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IN POSTAL HISTORY NEVER TAKE ANYTHING AT
FACE VALUE!

DAVID GURNEY FRPSL

W hen acquiring new m aterial it is always im portant to check the detail and look again at rates for 
exam ple to see if you a re  in complete agreem ent with the description given. I recently  added  this 
entire letter to my Letter Forwarding Agents collection and looking carefully at the address I was 
not convinced with the interpretation of the lettering of the C are o f  name.

I had been  aware of this letter some years ago and when researching for my book ‘L etter Forwarding 
Agents o f  Great Britain handling Channel Islands letters 1673 -  1855’ I recalled that it had been  sold to 
the previous owner as a rare  London Forwarding Agent nam ed Noah Sepas. However, this did not 
strike m e as an appropriate name and certainly not a Channel Islands name as most London Agents 
handling Channel Islands mails were merchants, many of whom w ere related to Island families. In­
terpretation of 18th century  hand writing can be  difficult and following discussion som e years ago 
with the staff of the Manuscript Department at the Guildhall Library in London (recently transferred 
to the London Metropolitan Archive) who are  expert in deciphering early hand writing, we con­
cluded this surname might in fact be Le Cras and not Sepas. They suggested a double check of the 
name by reference to the London Commercial Directories of the 1770s whereupon I found a Noah 
Le Cras listed as a M erchant at 6, W albrook. Further I found that in 1776 Noah Le Cras had entered 
into partnership with Paul Le Mesurier, another Channel Island merchant, Forwarding Agent and 
future Lord Mayor of London. A very successful partnership of Le Cras and Le M esurier ensued 
w hereby they made a fortune as Prize Agents.

Noah Le Cras is a very scarce Agent as very  few examples of letters handled by him are known. 
When I eventually read  the contents of this very long and bulky letter mention was m ade of the Le 
Cras family in London who appeared to be  closely associated with the writer who was a naval officer 
on board  HMS “Deal Castle” at that time.

The le tter was written on the 4th January 1774 on board the “Deal Castle” at M ontserrat and was 
endorsed  inside the folded flap “To Mr Nicholas Dobree, on board  his Majesty Ship Deal Castle 
To b e  left at Messrs Scotts & Dover at A ntigua”. With the re-folding of the letter it is probable this 
endorsem ent was apparent on the back of this large letter when written
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The letter was then carried privately to England and received where it was landed at (coincidentally) 
Deal where it received a good strike of the two line DEAL /  SHIP LRE handstamp in black ink. It was 
charged 7d to enter the post b e in g  the  inward ship le tte r ra te  of Id  at that time plus the inland 
letter ra te  to London of 3d d o u b le d  to 6d. The letter received the London Bishop mark dated 8 AP 
and was then delivered  and carried  privately to Guernsey. I had w ondered at one stage whether 
the endorsed  ‘7’ was in fact an 18th century ‘3’, but concluded that it was indeed a ‘7’. Perhaps 
someone may d isagree with this conclusion and I would be  very interested to learn any views on 
this.

Further enquiries have rev ea led  that HMS “Deal Castle” was a 6th rate frigate similar to the 
above im pression with 24 cannon built in 1756 by Perry at Blackwall, London. She is reported  to 
have foundered on the 11th O ctober, 1780 off Puerto Rico in the Great Hurricane which destroyed 
much of the British war fleet stationed near to St Lucia at that time.

Royal naval vessels lost in the G reat Hurricane of 1780 in the West Indies were:
3rd Rate ship of the line “STIRLING CASTLE”

5th Rate frigate “PHOENIX”

6th Rate frigates “ANDROMEDA”, “DEAL CASTLE”, “LAUREL” and “SCARBOROUGH”.
I ;

Sloops of war “BARBADOES”, “BEAVER PRIZE” and “ENDEAVOUR”

Gun-Brig “VICTOR”.
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LETTER FROM BAYONNE
GREG TODD

St. Jean de Luz, 29th December, 1813.

My Dear Brother,

Since writing to you last we have been  very  hotly engaged with the Enemy in front of Bayonne. So 
much so that that I am completely done in - our Operations on the Left com m enced early on the 
morning of the 9th instant and continued for th ree days successfully. The first as usual we charged a 
column of the Enemy on the top of a hill and above them along the main road to Bayonne but with a 
great loss of men on our part for in the course of 10 and 15 minutes, suffered in killed and wounded 
4 Officers and 59 Men, never was hotter w ork seen than there was at about 12 o ’clock of this day, 
there could in short nothing be seen but charging, roaring of cannon and musketry along the line- 
here w e were walking over the killed and with wounded in every  direction, until it was nearly dark 
when firing ceased on each side. At about 7 o ’clock at night our line retired to w here our canton­
ments w ere and left on (the ground we had  gained in the day time) a sufficient Piquet to give the 
alarm in case of the Enemy advancing - The Enemy having got Intelligence of this movem ent of ours 
in the night, marched up in column and above in our Piquets early  next morning and thought that 
they had nothing to oppose but merely to follow up a retreating Army. However while Soult was in­
dulging himself with this I clear all of a sudden  ... without a ch... from his old friends (the British) on 
the sam e ground we m et them on at first, on the day before* w hen both Armies d isputed  every inch 
of ground until near night when the Enemy re tired  about a mile and took up a position on a height 
in our front, which height they rem ained on until nearly 3 o ’clock next afternoon and  from daylight 
that day (the 11th instant) no symptoms of hostilities w ere shown on either side but m erely looking 
at one another’s lines. Lord Wellington & Staff w ere in the Front of our Regiment the most of this day 
looking at the motions of the Enemy. Soult was to be  seen quite plain and his Staff opposite this very 
place, who seem ed in g reat spirits. So here  w ere the great G enerals looking at each  o ther’s Forces.

However in a short time Soult very impudently brought round a Gun opposite to w here His Lordship 
was standing and discharged it. This com m enced the business (3 o’clock, pm) which continued 
until dark night. He m ade this dash at us thinking to force our left and retake St. Jean de  Luz and in 
order to encourage his Troops gave them  double allowance of Rum and prom ised them  a month’s 
pay if they succeeded in this plan. However he was quite m istaken for from the time we commenced 
until we ceased firing (which was about 4 hours) he did not gain  an inch of ground, but on the con­
trary was obliged to re tire  under cover of darkness to Bayonne w here he has rem ained  ever since 
and Lord Wellington, not being exactly p rep a red  to move him from such a strong position, did not 
deem  it proper to follow him up but o rdered  our Wing in to Q uarters and at the sam e time to keep 
a very  strong Piquet in Front which com es very often round us; there being a Brigade in at once 
which is composed of Three Regts. of Germ ans who deserted  from the French Lines on the morn­
ing of the 11th. with their General coming and all the other Officers. We w ere in sight of them while 
passing through our Lines with their Arms reversed  and after a short conversation the General had 
with Lord Wellington, w ere sent off to St. Jean de Luz, an escort (his Lordship’s H eadquarters) and 
thence to the Port of Passage for the purpose of being sent to Germ any as we hear. They were in 
num ber Fifteen Hundred robust, lively, soldierly looking m en - I had very narrow escapes in the 
course of the three days, indeed I had not the idea of escaping from being severely  wounded or 
killed, the first day so thick were the Shells and Musketry. I had the command of a Com pany the last 
day in consequence of 4 of our Officers being  wounded. The Colours fortunately w ere not troubled 
there being three Ensigns in the Regt. junior to me. I’m sorry to tell you that my B aggage Pony was 
taken by the Enemy while in a Foraging Party about eight days before we advanced which cot me 
per Bill on the Paymaster One hundred Dollars which is rather m ore than three m onth’s pay. This 
loss will be very severe on me being obliged to purchase another at 40 Dollars payab le  in the same
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manner, thus I am out four m onth’s pay at once, but there  is no help for it, it is the fate of War and I 
must just do the best until this is paid. Our Regt. lost 5 animals on this Party, we are subject to many 
losses of this nature, for if we do  not lose them to the Enemy, the Spanish rascals will steal them - I 
have no other news, only we a re  keep ing  a very a strict lookout. I hear the Militia have not come 
forward as was expected  in volunteering to go on Foreign Service, I see  by the Army List Sandy 
MacBean has b een  appointed a second time Ensign notwithstanding the piece of Gallantry which 
took place ‘twixt him and his friend - James Johnstone told me of Mr. Sandy’s bravery some time 
ago when I was in Portugal, how ever he is once m ore put upon the stage and I hope will exhibit a 
better character than at first. If those Militia Bucks would come out here the would have lots of fight­
ing, without duelling! We don’t trouble our heads about duelling in this part of the World, wt. the 
recommendations which have gone in for our Regt.

I will be only four steps from the  top of the Ensigns. I certainly expect to hear from you soon, you 
may depend  no affair of any consequence shall take p lace without giving you an account of it. Wish­
ing you many returns of the approaching  season, I remain, my dear brother, yours most affection­
ately,

Pat. Bain,
Ensign, 1st Battalion, 38th Foot.
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The letter, addressed to the Ensign’s brother, Robert Bain, ‘W riter’ (writer to the signet, a solicitor) 
in Elgin, Scotland, is endorsed  at lower left as a Soldier’s Letter “Fav’d by Lieut. Allan, 38th Foot” 
and travelled via PORTSMOUTH with 78 m ileage datestamp on reverse (Feb 7, 1814). It was origi­
nally charged ‘8d.’ (Portsmouth-London), charge deleted and replaced by ‘Is. 2d .’ for Portsmouth- 
Elgin (rated for under 500 miles), deleted  by  ‘Addl. /  Vz d .’ handstam ps and eventually charged at 
Is. 5d. (under 600 miles = Is. 4d. + Scottish delivery of Id.).

86 Postal History, No 355



12th D ecem ber 1813: Lord W ellington’s Dispatches confirm the Nassauers (2 battalions) and one 
battalion from Frankfurt deserting to the British.

The affray ‘G eneral Hill’s Affair’ took place at Barouillet in front of Bayonne between D ecem ber 
11-13, 1813 and Marshall Soult’s French forces. Most of the French taken prisoner were found to be  
young and inexperienced, the 38th had 50 men killed or wounded.

BOURNEMOUTH CONFERENCE - 
2nd to 4th OCTOBER 2015

We have a stunning line-up of speakers  at this y e a r’s conference by the sea in Bournemouth and 
it’s not too late to ring the hotel on 01202 554545 and make a reservation -  even if the East Cliff 
Court is full, their sister hotel im m ediately adjacent should have room -  but please rem em ber to 
tell the reservations team that you a re  with the Society and note that bookings cannot be m ade on­
line.

Patrick M aselis RDP, a V ice-President of the Royal, opens the proceedings at 2.00 p.m. on Fri­
day with what prom ises to b e  a stunning and unusual display on ‘The Postal History of the Lado 
Enclave’, and he will be  followed by Bill Pipe with 20th century railways and Robert Danzig with 
‘Royalty on the Isle of Wight’ which should appeal to spouses as well as m em bers.

On Saturday we have yet another RDP, no less than Francis Kiddle, a Past President of the Royal, 
with the Postal History of Bournemouth, after which David Tett will show ‘The Changi Postman’, 
Alan Holyoake will show ‘C orsini’ and Julian Tweed will end the morning with ‘Express Mail’. Sun­
day m orning prom ises a fine start with the Presidential display of Brunei.

Apart from all this excitement th e re  will be  ample opportunity for m em bers to show off their own 
material, the Saturday afternoon outing is back with a bus ride across the ferry to Swanage and we 
have an auction bursting with treasu res at the most economical of prices. Don’t forget the Presi­
dent’s Prize after the Banquet on Saturday evening for the most popular one page entry, the A.G.M. 
on Sunday m orning and the Society Cup Competition -  all you need are  16 sheets on your favourite 
subject to enab le  you to join the Society’s very own roll of honour!

Bournemouth Pier circa 1850
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A CHALLENGE TO OUR MEMBERS 2
Spurred on by David Trapnell’s article in the last edition, and by  the response from Mike Dovey 
to my first challenge, I am encouraged to try a second venture with two covers which may well be 
associated as they came from the same bundle of family correspondence being offered for sale by 
a book dealer.

Both are endorsed respectively ‘written in polish’ and ‘written in G reek A.O.S.’ so as to reach the 
correct censor. The first (Figure 1) is add ressed  to the Polish Red Cross in Tel-Aviv and was posted 
in Ghazir in 1945. Presumably the marks in red  are those of the censor but if any m em bers can 
shed more light on the letters and num bers then please put p en  to paper, or finger to keyboard, 
and send  a letter to the Editor.

The second envelope (Figure 2) was posted  from Aley to Konstantinos Bekridakis at 217 Camp Staff 
in the Middle East Forces in 1943.



From the m anuscript notations on the reverse we know that the sender was Georgia Bekridaki at the 
Greek Refugee Camp, Hotel No. 1, c /o  the Greek Consulate in Beyrouth, Siria. On the front there  is 
a purple circular ‘Deputy Chief Field (crown) Censor’ and a purple num ber 17, not unlike the style 
on the first cover. Someone out there  may know more than me about this refugee camp, or is it yet 
another challenge for the intrepid David Trapnell?!

LIBRARY NOTES
The eagerly awaited copy of Jacques Renollaud’s book on Napoleonic Prisoners of War has been  
added to the Society’s Library following the generous donation by the author and a review appears 
elsewhere. O ther new titles added  during the summer are as follows:

‘An Atlantic Telegraph -  The Transcendental C able’ by Robert Dalton Harris and Diane DeBlois, 
kindly donated by the authors, Schoharie, 1994.

Les documents officials racontent la Poste a Luxeuil et dans les environs de 1851 a 1918’ by B. Au­
gustin, Le Havre, 1999.

‘Lettres des internes du Camp des Milles 1939-1942’ by  G. Marchot, Aix-en-Provence, 2012.

Articles in other journals which might interest m em bers more widely include:

‘Les travailleurs who helped win W orld War 1’ by David Trapnell. (Journal of the France & Colonies 
P.S., June 2015.

‘The British Postal Era in Kuwait’ by  Douglas Muir. (Cross Post, Spring 2015).

‘Post Office Express Labels 1916-1925’ by A. Davis. (The GB Journal, May 2015).
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BOOK REVIEW
‘Courrier des Prisonniers Francais en A ngleterre’ -  Mail of French prisoners of war in England’ by 
Jacques Renollaud FRPSL, published by the author, Boulogne Billancourt, 2015. ISBN 978-2-7466- 
7766-1. Available from the author at jacques@ renollaud.com

At one time it had b een  hoped that this important study would have been  published as a joint ven­
ture with the Society and the generous help  of several of our m em bers including Graham Mark, 
Richard Farman and Chris Hichen is acknow ledged by the author.

The book contains 265 pages of detailed information with accompanying text in both French and 
English, although the proof reading of the latter is sadly deficient and the taped binding seems un­
likely to withstand much usage. That be ing  said, the bringing together and description of so many 
letters from the Austrian War of Succession 1744-1748, the Seven Years War 1756-1763, the War 
of American Independence 1778-1783, the French Revolutionary Wars 1793-1812, the Napoleonic 
W ars 1803-1815 and the Hundred Days W ar of 1815 is long overdue.

The contents draw upon a wide num ber of collections apart from that of the author, including the 
late Barrie Jay, Alan W ood and Richard Farman as well as from articles and auction catalogues. In­
evitably some of the illustrations suffer as a result but this does not diminish from the value of this 
publication which should feature on the shelves of any collector of this period.

DAVID SHAW
for GB & WORLD POSTAL 
HISTORY at realistic prices

www.davidshawpostalhistory.com 
which will take you into our shop 
DAVID SHAWS OLD LETTERS 

on eBay.co.uk

Tel: 01653 694953
QUARRY LANK 
BROUGHTON 

MALTON
NORTH YORKSHIRE 

YOl 7 6QG

M U L R E A D Y  P H I L A T E L I C S

This fine cover and many other One items In stock, we specialise in the unusual - 
pictorial envelopes and scarce cancels but cover all areas of GB Victoria -  George V 

as well as a small range of world classics on cover.

tvwH.mulreadyptiiialclics.co.uk E m ail: dickdoylel ;n yahoo.co.uk 

T?t: 01202 624110
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S ave th e  d a te
INTERNATIONAL AUCTIONS 2015/2016

32nd AUCTION
October 19 - 24, 2015 / philately & picture postcards 
October 27, 2015 / coins & paper money / banknotes

Closing date for consignments: August 20, 2015

33,h AUCTION
February 2016 / coins & paper money / banknotes 
Closing date for consignments: November 15, 2015

February 22 - 27, 2016 / philately & picture postcards 
Closing date for consignments: December 1, 2015

“F or exo tic  o r  u n u su a  1 s ta m p s , 

covers, co in s , p a p e r  m o n e y  

a n d  co llec tio n s 1 am  y o u r  

p a s s io n a te  reliable p a r tn e r  

to  con tac t. “
Christoph Gartner

SPECIAL AUCTION IN NEW YORK
May 28 - June 4, 2016 / rarities

Closing date for consignments: March 10, 2016

34th AUCTION
June 10 -11, 2016 / coins & paper money / banknotes 
June 13 -18, 2016 / philately & picture postcards

Closing date for consignments: April 10, 2016

35th AUCTION
October 10 -15, 2016 / philately & picture postcards 
October 19 - 20, 2016 / coins & paper money / banknotes

Closing date for consignments: August 10, 2016

CONSIGNMENTS! OUTRIGHT PURCHASE 
at any time * Finder's fee for agents guaranteed

A u k tio n sh a u s  C h ristoph  G a r tn e r
Steinbeisstr. 6+8 / 74321 Bietigheim-Bissingen, Germany / Tel. +49-(0)7142-789400 
Fax. +4S-{0)7142-789410 / info@auktionen-gaertner.de / www.auktionen-gaertner.de

mailto:info@auktionen-gaertner.de
http://www.auktionen-gaertner.de


www.philatelic-auction-agent.co.uk

H  Trevor Chinery BA EH

Service bids, for clients live in the auction room. 

Dealing with all major auction houses in the UK , 

with network of co-agents around the world.

Advantages of using an agent.
Save money and time when purchasing at auction, 

Anonymity within the auction room.

Access auctions that you are unable to attend. 

Auction house not knowing your top bid.

Win more for less.

Feedback on prices and auction news.

Monthly auction newsletter sent to clients.

Free search engine enabling clients to be notified when 

items appear..

Advice on selling collections, take the quess work out of 

placement for best results....

Telephone : 01205 330026 

Email: trevortrilogy@ aol.com

Bill Pipe V .
THE MAGPIE

Buying and Selling Postal History 
and Postcards of the World

7 Richard Close • Upton • Poole • Dorset • BH16 5PY 
Tel: 01202 623300 • Fax: 01202 631149 

email: magpiebillpipe@freeuk.com 
web: www.magpiebillpipe.com

Postal History, No 355

< T o v e A u c t i o i j £ )
Professional

Philatelic
Auction
Bidding
Agents

If you collect:
GB Postal History 

GB Line Engraved Issues 
The Four Kings 

Machins
or anything in between..........

please ask to join our free mailing list 
to  receive our GB auction news, links 
to auctions and events of interest to 
collectors in the UK and worldwide

For further information or to register for our 
free auction newsletters, please e-mail: 

enquiries@loveauctions.co.uk 

or visit our website: www.loveauctions.co.uk 
Nick Martin

Angel House, Station Road, Sutterton, 
BOSTON, Lincolnshire PE20 2JH UK 

Tel: (+44) 01205 460968 or 
Mobile: (+44) 07703 766477

92

http://www.philatelic-auction-agent.co.uk
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t / i , - .

The only recorded 'in period' usage o f the Jacob 
Bell 'Canine' caricature and one o f only two 

know n! (BPA Cert.)

A previously unrecorded Caricature by 
Frederick Froome.

Valentine's Industry o f A ll Nations' envelope, 
a superb used example.

A superb used Hume 'Elephant in Kilt' 
Caricature. (BPA Cert.)

INTERESTED IN ILLUSTRATED COVERS ?

Enquiries welcome for fine,unusual and rare items — Mulreadys, Caricatures, Propaganda 
envelopes, privately produced illustrated usages etc ....

B

; BILL BARRELL LTD [ 
1 PO BOX 218, H EA TH FIELD , | 
; EA ST SUSSEX, TN21 ORS J 
■ UNITED K IN G D O M  < B1 *
I TEL: (+44) 01435 408247 ! «

E-mail: bill@barrell.co.uk Website: www.barrell.co.uk

................*

BILL BARBELL Ltd
SPECIALISTS IN POSTAL HISTORY AND 
POSTAGE STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN

mailto:bill@barrell.co.uk
http://www.barrell.co.uk
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British Commonwealth 
Postal History 

Thematic Postal History
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Collectors!
BUY & SELL your Stamps on

/*• • •

f

* A

delcampe.net

Join now the Biggest 
Worldwide Collectibles 

Marketplace I

13 million stamps 
750,000 registered collectors
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GREAT BRITA
POSTAL HISTORY 

and STAMPS 
to 1930

PRICE LIST Available free upon request. This list includes selected Postal History 
from 1300 and Fine Stamps from Queen Victoria to King George V

YOUR WANTS LIST IS WELCOME!

BUYING Collections and single items of Postal History and Fine Stamps

Martin Townsend
Established over 40 years -  clients may rely on our reputation and expertise

PO BOX 10, HITCHIN, HERTS SG4 9PE, UK
Tel/Fax: (01462) 420678 E-mail: Martin@MartinTownsend.com

mailto:Martin@MartinTownsend.com


CHINA 1897,
Red Revenues 1 $ from the „Nordenfelt Stamp Find"

FOUNDED 1921

l > 1 2 0 2 .

CORINPHILA - TRADITION 

AND EXPERIENCE 

IN CLASSIC PHILATELY

OUTSTANDING RESULTS FROM RECENT CORINPHILA SALES 2007  - 2014 *

CORINPHILA AUCTIONS
As th e  oldest stamp auction house in Switzerland; situated in the in­
ternational financial centre o f Zurich; we at Corinphila really know the 
market.

T he m o st specialised p h ila te lic  know ledge, fastid ious presentation 
and an international custom er base w ith strong purchasing pow er gua­
rantee the  highest prices.

We are quite willing to  discuss larger holdings in your own herrrie.

CHF 788,700 
CHF 720,000 
CHF 573,600 
CHF 52X600 
CHF 406,300 
CHF 360,000 
CHF 334,600 
CHF 324,000 
CHF 312,000 
CHF 262,900 
CHF 259,600 
CHF 239,000 
CHF 239,000 
CHF 221,000 
CHF 216,000

PLUS ANOTHER 20 REALISATIONS * BETWEEN 
CHF 100,000 AND 200,000 !

* H am m er Prices ind. Buyer's Prem ium  (excl. tax)

BAKER TI LLY  
OBT AG

All realisations in 2007 - 2014 over 
CHF 100,000 hammer prices 

confirmed by
Certified Swiss Accountant !

Full Accountant's report online on 
www.corinphila.ch

CHINA 1897, 1 dollar mint block of 15 (October 2008)
BRAZIL 1843, 60 reis, the unique m int sheet (June 2013) 
SWITZERLAND 1850, T he, Winterthur' block of 8 on cover (June 2009) 
CHINA 1897, 5 dollar mint pair with inverted overprint (December 2007) 
ZURICH, 4 ‘ mint strip of 5 (June 2009)
BRAZIL 1843, 30 reis interpane block of four (March 2013)
CHINA 1 8 9 7 ,2  cents, mint sheet o f 100 (October 2008)
GENEVA 1846, Large Eagle block o f 20 (April 2012)
ZURICH , 4 ' pair on cover (December 2010)
AUSTRIA 1850,, Yellow Mercury ‘ m int pair (October 2008) 
SWITZERLAND 1850, ,Waadt 5 ‘ and Rayon II (2) on cover (Febr. 2007) 
ZURICH , 6' mint block of 6 (March 2010)
CANADA 1851, 12 Pence mint (March 2010)
ZURICH, 4 ‘, two singles on cover (March 2010)
BASLE 1845, mint pair of the ,Basle Dove' (December 2010)

CHF 788,700,-
October 2008

+  CORINPHILA
AUKTIONEN AG

WIESENSTR 8

8 0 3 4  ZURICH • SWITZERLAND 

TEL +41-44-3899191 

FAX +41-44-3899195 

INFO@CORINPHILA.CH 

WWW.CORINPHILA.CH

— , CORINPHILA 
Veilingen bv

HEEMRAADSCHAPSLAAN 100 

1181 VC AMSTELVEEN/AMSTERDAM 

NETHERLANDS

TEL +31-204)249740

w w w .c o r in p h il a .n l

http://www.corinphila.ch
mailto:INFO@CORINPHILA.CH
http://WWW.CORINPHILA.CH
http://www.corinphila.nl

