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THE “OTIS” COLLECTION OF 
BRISTISH POSTAL HISTORY

with very rare Machne cancels 
including many “Ex Dubus” items

THE PETER BURDEN COLLECTION OF 
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We are actively seeking consignments of suitable 
property for our May 2013 auction which will be on view 
10-15 May 2013 at the Australian International Exhibition

in Melbourne.

Contact James Grimwood-Taylor or Ken Baker 
for further details.

Email: stams@cavindiesh-auctions.com M ^ X erb ert G Applefcy. 
47  L eojaold Street.

Leeds.

www.cavendish-auctions.com
Cavendish House, 153-157 London Road, Derby DE1 2SY U.K.
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The Beating Heart of London's Business 
Exploring Company Archives 

- Their Uses and Users

12-13 APRIL 2013

This two-day conference, organised by A2SN and supported by the 
Postal History Society, the Business Archives Council and the Historical 
Model Railway Society is the second in a series begun in 2012.

The conferences seek to explore and expand co-operation between 
volunteer-led societies involved in business history fields and the aca­
demics, archivists and museum professionals working in the same 
areas. The events aim to prompt an awareness of what these various 
groups are doing, and to start a dialogue between the enthusiast and 
academic which may lead to co-operation in preserving and using 
collections, and furthering our understanding of the past and its rele­
vance to the future.

London, as a venue for the second conference, has been facilitated by 
John Scott, Chairman of the Culture, Heritage & Libraries Committee of 
the City of London Corporation, who is one of our speakers. The event 
is hosted by London Metropolitan Archives _and Museum of London 
Docklands and themes of trade and commerce are drawn from holdings 
in their care. London is a world-renowned centre for business, a place 
where the means of communication, written, electronic and physical, 
come together. It is not surprising therefore to find a vast array of 
business archives held in archival repositories in and around the City. 
Whatever your passion, we aim to give you new opportunities, avenues 
of exploration and fresh insights.

LONDON
METROPOLITAN
ARCHIVES



THEMES

Friday 12 April 2013 -  London Metropolitan Archives

Postal Heritage - The Postal History Society together with the 
British Postal Museum and Archive
Records on the Construction of The Metropolitan Railway 1863 
The Age of Finance -  city banking archives: panel discussion 
Breakout sessions:
Unlocking lock and safe records through archives of Chubb and 
Son, users and volunteering perspectives 
A discussion on community archives - their methods and uses. 
History with no archives - how is it done?
Drop-in sessions:
Tour of LMA
Weird and wonderful items from LMA business collections
Ask the Archivist - Advice and Help
Business in film: view films in LMA’s Mediatheque

Friday Evening Reception courtesy of The City of London, in the 
Basinghall Suite, Guildhall, Gresham Street, London EC2V 7HH

Saturday 13 April 2013 - Museum of London in 
Docklands and the Sainsbury Archive

The Remains of London’s Business - Industrial Archaeology 
The Industries of Greenwich and the impact of the River 
Archiving Ephemera at the National Railway Museum 
The Ephemera Collection - a preservation approach 
City Links and Running the River

The Market Place - Meet the Societies as well as Museum & Archive 
Specialists
Digitised Films from the Port of London Authority and Sainsbury 
Collections

Two brilliant days - definitely not to be missed, whatever your historical interest is...



BOOKING FORM
THE BEATING HEART OF LONDON’S BUSINESS

12-13 APRIL 2013

Name...................................................................................................................

Organisation/institution (if applicable)............................................................

Address..............................................................................................................

......................................................... ........... Post Code...............................................

Telephone (in case o f query)..................................................................................

Email...............................................................................................................................

Please book me as a delegate: (NB: accommodation in London is 
plentiful, but those who require it may benefit by booking it early.) 
Please delete as appropriate in the statements below:
I enclose a cheque for £60 for both days
I enclose a cheque for £40 for Friday or Saturday
I enclose a cheque for £30 (Student Concession for both days).

I agree/do not agree  that my name and email contact details may be made 
available to other workshop delegates.
I would like/ not like to be kept informed about similar events that may be 
organised by ASI 2N in the future.

Signed............................................................ ■............................................

Please send your completed form and a cheque payable to HMRS to:

Dr Roy Edwards, Faculty of Business & Law, Building 2, University 
of Southampton, Highfield, Southampton, S017 1BJ

Cheque payable to HMRS please

Email: R.A.Edwards@soton.ac.uk

The Historical Model Railway Society (HMRS) is a registered charity No. 273110

mailto:R.A.Edwards@soton.ac.uk


The British National Stamp Exhibition

RING  2013
20th to 23rd February

A U T U M N  2013
18th to 21st September

For further inform ation visit our website: 
www. phi lateli c-traders-socictycthuk
OTgamserf fry the Phitaftetk Traders' Society m d supported by Royal Mail
StdrTfXJX Lim ihai P.O. Bus I3 9 r i3riyjilc3.il, .Susu:i«r BN4I 9D H
Tel: +44 (OJ1273 594110 Fax: +44 (0J1273 595379 Email: Gffite.pCs^inrterret.oom

CAPE of GOOD HOPE 1893. A cover to London franked Id red x 3, tied by two strikes of octagonal 
fram ed "51" num eral, with "Port/A lfred " cds alongside. £300

EGYPT - Italian P.O. 1871. An entire to Genoa per "vapore Italiano", franked Italy 1863 40c rose neatly tied by 
"234" handstamp, with Alexandria cds adjacent, sender's chop and part arrival backstamp £225

EGYPT 1944. An airgraph from  England to Cairo folded & sealed with two "Egyptian Postal/Adm in- 
istration" labels tied by "CAIRO/AIRGRAPH" cds, with a censor m ark . £35

ETHIOPIA 1919. A cover from H arrar to Dirre Daoua franking by three lg  overprinted stamps. £375

FINLAND 1893. A com plete lOp + lOp p.s. reply card  sent on 14 Jan. from Kuurila to Karhula and 
returned from there on 16 Jan  to Kuurila, each  card  with a m essage. £250

GERMANY, 1946. A cover to Bottstein, Switzerland, franked French Zone lm  Goethe stam p, with 50 
& 15c Swiss postage-due stam ps applied on arrival. £375

ETHIOPIA 1917. A cover (reduced at one end) from  Dirre Daoua to Addis Abeba 28.4.1917, franked 
by p air of 1/2 g rose with purple overprints of 11.2.1917. £350

FALKLAND ISLANDS 1935. A cover from Port Stanley to London, franked Silver Jubilee set, the 17- 
value showing variety "two dots above tower". £250

-^rqyll Utkin Limited'
4th Floor, 17 Waterloo Place, London SW1Y 4AR 

Tel: 020 7930 6100 Fax: 020 7930 6109 e-mail: philatelists@argyll-etkln.com
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ED ITO RIAL

As the year draws to a close and I put the finishing touches to the December Journal I would like to 
thank every member who has contributed over the past year whether your article has appeared as 
yet or not. Having material on hand really does help me to edit the Journal and to try and provide 
you with varied and interesting articles- please do not feel that because I have some material in 
hand that you need to sit back and stop writing. At conference I approached a number of members 
and asked them to write up their displays for the Journal so that those of you who missed out on a 
very interesting and enjoyable weekend would be able read about them. I am using up the short 
articles and one page items more quickly than I am receiving them so if you find that you are writ­
ing up an interesting cover do send a scan and your write up to me at the same time. It only remains 
for me to wish you all a happy, healthy and successful collecting year in 2013.

PRESID EN T’S MUSINGS

My term as President of our Society has certainly commenced with a bang. I am writing this the 
morning after a memorable meeting arranged by our immediate past President, John Scott, at the 
Guildhall of the City of London to view a fellow member’s collection of documents related to the 
postal reforms of 1839 and 1840. A full report appears elsewhere in this issue of Postal History but 
I am able here to thank Anthony Eskenzie CBE whose artefacts were displayed for providing the 
display. The event was further enhanced by the presence of the Lord Mayor of London, Alderman 
David Wootton, who took time out from preparing to depart the Mansion House when his term 
ended on the 10th November.

The weekend was further enhanced when on Friday I was delighted to see many fellow members 
of the Postal History Society attend the Stuart Rossiter Memorial Lecture held at the Royal Philatelic 
Society London where I regaled the audience with the thrills and frustrations of Postal History 
Authorship. So, where do we go from here. I hope on to even greater and worthier endeavours, 
this past weekend will spur myself and my fellow Council members to find ways of making mem­
bership of our Society enjoyable whilst adding further to our understanding of this great hobby.

One of the hopes that I have is that we can revive a tradition of the Society by holding either a 
weekend meeting or an annual conference on the Continent. There is a precedent for this, in 1985, 
before I became a member of the Society, the conference was held at Vlissingen in Holland. With 
the availability of low cost air fares it is possible to hold either the conference or at least a weekend 
meeting in a historic city such as Bruges or Reims. I have already had some thoughts on how this 
could be achieved without having to call upon the resources of a philatelic society in such a loca­
tion. I would be interested in our membership’s response to such an idea.

Your Council has put together a varied programme for the year ahead and much work goes into 
this, the production of this journal and the other activities of the Society. I urge all who are able to 
support your Society through attendance at meetings, contributions to this Journal and any other 
endeavours that the Society participates in over the coming years.
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LETTERS TO THE ED ITO R
Dear Editor
On behalf of the British Air Mail Society it gives me great pleasure to invite the members of the 
Postal History Society as guests to attend a day long meeting next year, Saturday 2nd November 
2013, at the premises of the Royal P.S., when the subject of the day's proceedings will be "World 
War II Air Mails." The programme of events is yet to be decided, but there is already a sign of great 
interest from many members who have expressed their wish to display a great variety of material, 
so I think we can promise a varied and entertaining day for those attending.

There would, of course, be the opportunity for any of your members who collect WWII airmails to 
contribute to the day's proceedings by way of providing additional displays. I have been tasked 
with organising this meeting and as the time gets closer I hope to have a clearer idea of what we 
might expect to see. This meeting is entirely free to those wishing to attend, BUT we will need 
numbers and names in advance for obvious security reasons at the Royal. And as we expect to have 
refreshments (buffet lunch) we would need numbers. There would be a nominal charge for those 
wishing to lunch at the Royal.
Dr. Richard Saundry, Secretary BAMS, 3 Reawla Lane, Gwinear, HAYLE, Cornwall TR27 5HQ (01736 
850739, e-mail; richardsaundry@btinternet.com)

Dear Editor
Letter from Flen 16 12 71. It has been forwarded by mail train PKXP Nr 4 to Hallsberg and probably 
to Malmo and via Denmark to Hamburg, Paris, Bayonne, Irun and Madrid??
From there it has been returned via Hamburg 23 12 71 to the mail train PKXP 2 from Malmo 25 12 
71 to Flen.
As per the convention Sweden-North German Union February 1869 the rate for an unpaid letter up 
to 15 gram was 5 Silbergroschen, to be shared equally, as per the postmark on the reverse. 
Convention Spain-Germany of 1864 states a portage of 64 Cuartos for a letter of V2 -I loth. (20 Cuar- 
tos to Spain and 24 to Germany and 20 for the Transit).
Can any reader add to these comments.
Gunnar Nilsson
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THE PO RT TALBOT RAILWAY & DOCKS CO M PAN Y

NEIL PRIOR

Railways and ports were, at first, separate parts of the transport system in South Wales. Many ports 
were built along the south Wales coast during the nineteenth century to serve the rapidly expanding 
industries and coalfields on the south Wales valleys. Cardiff was served by the Taff Vale Railway, 
whilst Swansea was served by a number of railway systems, and both grew to become, in time, 
major cities. Railway-led port facilities really started in Mid Glamorganshire with the Llynfi and 
Ogmore Railway (at first a Tramroad), which developed a 1,000-tonne port at Porthcawl to serve the 
mineral valleys in the Bridgend area, but further development there proved too difficult.
The Talbot family of Margam Castle, near what was to become the town of Port Talbot, built a dock 
at the mouth of the River Afan, giving their name to the area. There had been a small natural port 
and harbour present there for centuries before the industrial revolution. Several tramways had 
developed in the area to bring coal and other minerals from the valleys inland (Figure 1). The 
building of the South Wales Railway (The Great Western Railway) by the 1850s had ensured its 
inland communications.

L.WVf Grr t ©

LlYnIF I ^ OGM Ofct

Tr a m w a y s .

C A k/A L -

Figure 1. Pre-Railway Transport to 1840.
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By an Act of 10th August 1882, The Rhondda and Swansea Bay Railway was incorporated to con­
nect the Swansea Bay ports with the Rhondda Valley coalfields through the valley of the River 
Afan (Figure 2). The Port Talbot Railway and Docks Company was the idea of local industrialists, 
who wished cheaper coal and expanded port facilities. As a consequence, a prospectus was

i H e .  its! \ ? 9 0 .

Cfe^/vr

'+ + + *  Ne/OH 4 BRuCo ^

"*—l~"V‘ RKoisi>iW 4 8>.V1 Hof.

Soor-rrt W A u tS M4kj£&AU .

Figure 2. The railw ay system  in 1890.

issued following the successful passage of an Act of 31st July 1894, whereby a new 9-acre dock 
was to be built at Port Talbot, with a railway line to Maesteg and with it a connection to the many 
coal mines in the area, and by 1897, fifteen miles of track had been completed. Two further Acts 
in 1896 enabled an 8-mile extension to a junction with the Great Western Railway in the Ogmore 
Valley to open on 19 December 1898, together with another line, The South Wales Mineral Railway. 
This was to run on the eastern side of the Afan Valley to serve the collieries in the upper Afan Valley, 
and this line opened on 14 November 1898, thus increasing the length of the line to around 33 miles 
(Figure 3). Following the opening of these two lines, Port Talbot had access to coal mines in three 
directions, and , over the Rhondda & Swansea Bay Railway, access to the rich coalfields of the 
Rhondda Valley.

It was not until February 1901 that the Railway was authorised to carry mail, Railway Letter Stamps 
having been printed by McCorquodale & Co. of London supplying 500 stamps in sheets of 24, 
with a face value of 2d, printed in a bluish green colour (Figure 4). Each stamp bore a control 
number printed in black. In 1919, Railway Letter Stamps of the Great Western Railway,
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Figure 3. The Port Talbot & South W ales M ineral Railw ay in 1914.

PORT TALBOT. 
First Issue (1901).

Figure 4. Port Talbot Railway & D ocks Co., Railway Letter Stam ps

lithographed by Waterlow Bros. & Layton, Perf. 11, were overprinted “PORT TALBOT RLY/ & DOCKS 
CO.” in red, 240 are known, bearing the control numbers 167461 - 127700 (Figure 5).
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Figure 5. Cover dated 7 Novem ber 1919, with 2d letter stam p, posted  from M aesteg station.

In January 1920, the letter rate was increased to 3d, and an unknown number were surcharged 
“3” in manuscript (Figure 6). Later that year, 240 stamps were issued at the new 3d rate, on this

Figure 6. Cover dated 30 January 1920, with m anuscript ‘3’ surcharge, posted from M aesteg station.
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Figure 7. Cover dated 30 August 1920, with 3d letter stam p, posted from M aesteg station.
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occasion without control numbers (Figure 7). The rate was again increased in September 1920 to 
4d, and an unknown number were surcharged ‘4’ in manuscript (Figure 8), followed by a further

M r /• .W f i fc n

Figure 8. Cover dated 7 September 1920, with m anuscript ‘4 ’ surcharge, posted from M aesteg station.

printing of 240 stamps to correspond with the new 4d letter rate, again without control numbers 
(Figure 9) . The normal General Post Office letter rate had to be paid in addition to the Railway 
Letter Service charge.

u n ri ZLCLt&uKiAf  v  Zc) fre/rj
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Figure 9. Cover dated 11 A pril 1921, with 4d letter stam p, posted from  M aesteg station.

The closure of many coal mines and the high unemployment rate meant that there were fewer 
passengers using the railway, and by the mid 1930s many of the lines had closed to passengers, 
although some were able to continue with freight and carrying workmen to the mines that re­
mained open.

Whilst it must be recognised that the vast majority of the covers available to collectors for the 
many railways that used this service are “philatelic” in nature, these would be virtually unobtain­
able were it not for the efforts of three individuals, H.L’Estrange Ewen, Rev. L. Graham of Newark, 
and Mr A. Wilson of Manchester, the latter spending his holidays before, during and after the First 
World War cycling around Britain posting letters to himself. Age lends respectability, and these
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Railway Letter Stamp covers are now very collectable items of postal history.

REFERENCES

“Port Talbot Railway”, by S. Richards.
“The Railway Letter Stamps of Great Britain & Ireland, 1891 -1947”, by Roger de Lacy-Spencer. 
“The Railway and Airway Letter Stamps of the British Isles, 1891 -1971”, by Capt. H. Jackson.

POSTAL CODES - THE NEXT STAGE
Graham Mark

Further to John Scott’s article on the beginnings of Post Codes1 there was a second major step taken 
in London in March 1917. An octavo booklet of 64 pages was published by the Post Office and it was 
distributed free (Figure 1). In the introduction by Postmaster General, Albert Illingworth 
MP, he appealed to the public in London and to their correspondents in the provinces to adopt

’ -A

LIST OF
PRINCIPAL STREETS

IN

LONDON
% showing in each case the

faitials of the Postal District %
and the

Number of the Of flee of Delivery.
&

[SEE NOTICE WITHIN.]

■ J$L>

MARCH, 1917.

the practice of adding the number of the Delivery Office to the district initial(s) when addressing 
letters and packets. Also he asked businesses and private residents to add the number to their 
letterhead. The booklet listed the principal streets and stated the District initials and number. The 
reason stated for these requests was that before the war, the Post Office staff from long experience
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were able to sort letters correctly, even when they were wrongly or insufficiently addressed. But 
the majority of those officers were then serving in the Army, and the same skill or memory could 
not be expected of the temporary substitutes. Hence, when a letter was sent to Hampstead it would, 
until then, have been addressed “Hampstead, London NW”. Under the new scheme it would be 
addressed “Hampstead, London NW3”.

The Delivery Offices may have had these numbers already for internal Post Office purposes only. 
The evidence for this is that Delivery Offices were numbered alphabetically after 1 for the Head 
Office of the District2 and when the South District was abolished in 1868, the numbers allocated to 
offices originally in the South-East District were not altered to allow the new offices to be included 
in alphabetical order. SE1 was the District Head Office, SE2 Abbey Wood, etc up to SE18 Woolwich. 
The offices transferred from the South District were: SE19 Norwood, SE20 Anerley, SE21 Dulwich 
etc up to SE27 West Norwood. However, the same is not true for the South-West District where all 
the offices, including those transferred, are numbered alphabetically after SW1, the District Head 
Office in Westminster. Similarly the North-East District was absorbed by the East District in 1869 
and the offices are numbered 2 to 18 alphabetically after Whitechapel, E l, the District Head Office. 
It is noticeable that the London Postal Area of the 1919-39 period (Figure 2) is much smaller than the 
area of the map of 1857, shown in John Scott’s article.

M A P  OP LONDON P O S T A L  AREA.
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Further steps along the same lines were taken in major provincial cities. Post Office Guides 
indicate approximate dates for publishing district numbers which may well have been in use 
internally for some time. The Districts of Glasgow were shown in the January 1924 PO Guide, but 
Mackay stated that numbering there was begun in 1921. In January 1933 the PO Guide also listed 
district numbers for Town Sub-Offices and Branch Offices in Birmingham, Bristol, Edinburgh, 
Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle-upon-Tyne (Figure 3), Salford and Sheffield. Brighton 
had numbered districts, first given in the July 1935 PO Guide.

REFERENCES

^cott J: London’s First Postal Code, in Postal History No 337 (March 2011) pp 26-30.

2 With one exception: WI was a District of its own. Other offices in the West District came 
under Paddington Head District Office which was W2.
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A VERITABLE FEAST O F POSTAL HISTORY

It is strange how sometimes the best laid plans come to naught whereas others simply come to­
gether fortuitously. Such was the case in London on the weekend of 2nd to 4th November which 
began on the Friday evening with our President, Hugh Feldman, delivering the Stuart Rossiter 
Memorial Lecture at 41 Devonshire Place. Hugh needs no introduction and his works on London 
and the United States are legendary and his talk about the Thrills and Frustrations involved was 
both entertaining and educational.

The following day started early with the arrival of the Lord Mayor and the Lady Mayoress of the City 
of London to view the wonderful material assembled by Anthony Eskenzi for the Society’s meeting 
in Guildhall. Almost 100 visitors gathered during the morning to hear the talk, to view the historic 
material on the site of London’s Roman amphitheatre and to chat over a buffet lunch. Anthony’s 
paper and photographs of the day appear elsewhere in this Journal and it was a memorable show 
for which the Society is indebted to Anthony and to his many helpers, not least Nicky Hillman. Such 
was the quality, even apparent to non-collectors, that the Chief Commoner suggested that it should 
be on view for longer than the two days scheduled and perhaps it can be repeated during 2015. 
Among our guests was the Chairman of Royal Mail and the Director of the British Postal Museum 
& Archive and hopefully this will only be the start of the Society spreading its wings a little wider.

For the afternoon the Great Britain Philatelic Society had kindly invited us, on a reciprocal basis, to 
join them at 391 Strand for a talk on Mulreadies by our member Tom Slemons from the United States 
and we were privileged to see both great material and original research.
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John Scott, Chairman of the City of London Culture, Heritage and Libraries Committee, Hugh 
Feldman, The Right Honourable The Lord Mayor, Alderman David Wootton and Deputy Anthony Eskenzi. 

John Scott opening the proceedings and Anthony Eskenzi welcoming the Lord Mayor.
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THE CAMPAIGN FO R CHEAP POSTAGE AND THE REFORM  
OF THE POST O FFICE IN THE VICTORIAN ERA AND ITS 

IMPACT ON ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL ACTIVITY.

ANTHONY ESKENZI CBE, DSc, FRICS, FRPSL

The story that follows is no less than a revolution in communication technology which was 
promoted substantially by the City of London. Interestingly it coincided with the Coronation of Queen 
Victoria in 1837 and her visit to the City which gave rise to the Wyon medal in celebration. It was 
the head on the City Medal engraved by William Wyon which was chosen finally for the portrait of 
the Queen that appeared on British postage stamps thereafter during her reign.

Rowland Hill, born in Kidderminster on 3rd December 1795, was inspired when giving evidence 
before the Duncannon Commission on Postage in February 1837 when he suggested a postage 
stamp to prepay postage on letters in a pamphlet of that year entitled “Post Office Reform; Its 
Importance and Practicability”. The pamphlet revealed that for years post office revenue had been 
declining despite the high postal rates which meant that only the upper echelons of society had 
access to the service.

Hill, the son of a schoolmaster who brought his family to London, was primarily an educator and 
realised that making the service more affordable would assist commerce greatly and enable the 
working man to communicate across an increasingly far-flung world, thus necessitating the need to 
read and write.

Pressure for reform came from merchants, tradesmen and businessmen who saw the commercial 
advantage in lower postage rates. In London, influential individuals created a group called ‘The 
Mercantile Committee on Postage’ with the express purpose of generating publicity for radical 
reform. Over 2,000 petitions with more than 250,000 signatures were presented to Parliament 
clamouring for reform, despite the opposition of the Postmaster General.

A warrant issued in 1839 informed the public that the Lords of the Treasury had decided to take a 
tentative first step by introducing a uniform 4d rate oh December 5th 1839 to enable the postal staff 
to become accustomed to charging by weight instead of distance and the number of sheets. The 
experiment lasted until 10th January 1840 on which day Uniform Penny Postage became the rule for 
all inland letters regardless of distance, provided that the weight did not exceed half an ounce. On 
that day neither stamps nor covers were available and so the public had to continue the practice of 
presenting their letters at the Post Office window with the requisite money for prepayment. From 
6th May the Penny Blacks and Twopenny Blues printed by Perkins, Bacon & Petch were distributed 
gradually around the country along with the Mulready stationery.

Meanwhile Hill had taken a two year temporary posting as an adviser to Francis Baring, the Chan­
cellor of the Exchequer, to supervise the implementation of his plan. Hill kept a Journal, which, 
while it might have begun simply as a record of his work at the Treasury, soon became an armoury 
of evidence against his perceived enemies, particularly Colonel William Maberley, the Secretary 
of the Post Office. The first section of the Journal, running from his appointment in September 1839 
to March 1843, six months after he had left the Treasury, is philatelically the most interesting, cov­
ering, as it does, the introduction of the system, the subsequent ridicule of the Mulready and its 
replacement by Id pink and 2d blue envelopes and letter sheets, along with the change in colour 
of the Penny Black to the Penny Red.

In September 1841 the reform-minded Whig government which had supported Hill’s work was 
superseded by an antagonistic Tory administration and , while his appointment was extended by
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one year, little progress was made under Henry Goulburn, the new Chancellor, and Hill was made 
redundant in September 1842. This precipitated a great public outcry and a national collection 
which benefited Hill to the tune of £13,360 19/5d. Yet another Parliamentary Committee was es­
tablished as a result of a new petition and Hill’s evidence was incorporated into a second pamphlet 
“The State and Prospects of Penny Postage”, published in 1844. In the meantime Hill had become 
a Director and subsequently Chairman, of the London and Brighton Railway Company, a position 
he held until 1846 when a new Whig government appointed him to the specially created post of 
Secretary to the new Postmaster General, Lord Clanricarde.

His continuous struggle against obstruction and mischief took a serious toll on Hill’s health and the 
last sections of his Journal have entries such as “111, worked at home” and short holidays for rest 
and recuperation. Eventually he was forced to retire and left the Post Office on 4th March 1864 with 
great praise from Parliament and from the press and a generous gratuity and pension. However he 
maintained an interest in postal affairs and the Journal gradually peters out in 1869.

This item caught my eye for two reasons; one, it is franked by a Netherlands East Indies stamp, and 
two, on the reverse there is a Constanta - Alexandria datestamp of the Romanian Steamship line 
S.M.R.. Furthermore, the stamp has been tied to the envelope by a Braila - Bursa cds and a large 
purple oval cachet reading “s/s Angele Mabro of Alexandria”. To add to all this, the lower part of 
the envelope has been trimmed off, so its destination is not immediately apparent.

S .M .R ., A MOST PECULIAR ITEM .

RICHARD WHEATLEY & GEOFF AMOS

Monsieur

CH. TSOPOLICUS

The Wheatley cover

On reverse
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Stamp.
This is a Netherlands East Indies 20 cent blue “Queen with ship” definitive stamp issued in 1922. At 
that time postal rates were on the increase and from 1 January 1922 the letter rate to Holland had 
been increased and brought into line with the U.P.U. letter rate.

Cachet.
A distinctive large double oval cachet cancels the stamp with the wording as above and in the cen­
tre there is a capital letter M on a flag attached to the top of a mast.

Life of the ship.
This ship was launched on 21 June 1898 having been built by William Gray & Co Ltd at West Har­
tlepool, in England. It had been built for the London & Northern Steamship Co Ltd, London and 
was originally named “Easingwold”. In 1917 it was sold to the Paris - Lyon - Mediterranean Rail­
way Co and renamed “P.L.M. 10”. Then in 1928 it was sold to G. & T. Mabro, Alexandria, Egypt, 
who named it “SS Angele Mabro”.

Apart from the changes in ownership, the ship had a rather chequered life. The Straits Times of 14 
June 1936 reported one incident thus:

Ship ransacked by masked pirates.
Brandishing knives and pistols, m asked pirates attacked the Egyptian cargo ship Mabro in Braila. They 
approached the ship in rowboats with muffled oars, climbed aboard by m eans of rope ladders, sur­
prised the sleeping crew, bound and gagged  them. The pirates ransacked the ship from stem to stern 
and not suited with removing money, valuable carpets and oriental goods, stole the crew’s  clothes. 
Coastguards saw  the pirates quitting the Mabro. They opened fire but m issed. Police boats attempted 
to follow the m arauders but aided by the darkness they disappeared.

Its downfall came in 1940. It was part of Convoy O.G. 028 made up of mainly coal carriers which 
formed at sea off Gibraltar on 5 May 1940. This convoy of 48 ships successfully ran the gauntlet to 
England. On the next voyage it was carrying iron ore from Bilbao to Cardiff and it decided to sail 
unescorted. This was a fatal mistake, for on 6 July it was torpedoed by U30 in the Bay of Biscay.

Braila-Bursa postmark.
Braila is a Romanian port on the Danube - just where the river starts to split into a delta. The word 
Bursa means bourse, so in the business part of the town. The postmark is dated 11 August 930, 
which is 1930, it being the norm in Romania to miss out the first 1 in the year.

S.M.R. postmark.
On the reverse there is a fine strike of the Type 4 Sea Post Office date stamp Constanta - Alexandria 
dated 12 VIII 930. This date is well within the date range recorded for this mark, 1927 to 1939.

Another cover.
As the lower part of the envelope, with the destination on, has been trimmed off, where it was ad­
dressed to is a puzzle. One clue is the name of the road, 10 Rue Sesostris. Sesostris is the name of 
one of the Black Pharaohs in the 12th Egyptian dynasty.

Confirmation of the destination came at the Gloucester Conference when Geoff Amos showed a com­
plete envelope with the same printed address! However, Geoff’s cover bore an Australian Id red 
stamp, but in other respects it was identical to my cover, even down to the date of despatch and the 
S.M.R. transit mark on the reverse. The full address on Geoff’s cover confirms that the addressee was 
a stamp dealer in Alexandria.
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So all in all, another peculiar item.

AUCTION REPO RT
With almost 100 bidders in this year’s Conference auction it may come as little surprise that the 360 
lots for sale realized a grand total of nearly £12,000.

The most expensive single lot was the first of the two letters written the day after The Charge of the 
Light Brigade which fetched £1,400, still some way short of the maximum bid. This series of Crimea 
letters made £3,365 in all, which is not a bad return on an investment of 12/6d way back in 1943 and, 
needless to say, the descendants of Richard Burton are delighted by the realization.

The India Soldier’s letter illustrated in the last Journal made £400 while the Seaman’s Letter made 
£280. The officer’s letter to St. Helena also attracted interest and sold for £220 while the unique 
postal order lacking the usual black printing saw heavy competition between room bidders before 
it was secured for £350.

Nearer home the two letters posted on the first day of Uniform Penny Postage were the subject of 
enthusiastic bidding at £150 and £120 respectively while the late use of the Mulready in 1856 rose 
to £180.

■

That is not to say that there were not some bargains to be had by those with the specialized knowl­
edge and one lot bid up to £ 175 cost the lucky buyer only £22 -  as auctioneer I discovered why from 
the buyer and he really does have a bargain!

The next challenge is to have an equally interesting auction next year so why not use the cold winter 
evenings to dig out all that surplus material you have gathered over the years and enjoy the pro­
ceeds lest Father Time catches you before you have the chance.
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The Richard F. Winter Collection 
of Trans-Atlantic Mails

To be held in January 2013

SCHUYLER J. RUMSEY AUCTIONS IS PROUD TO OFFER:

1839 Freight Money Letter from Auburn, N.Y. to London

Postmaster's Provisional on Cover from Auburn to London

Richard Winter, renowned author and signer of the Roll o f Distinguished Philatelists, is the leading 
authority in the field of Trans-Adantic Mails. His collection will be offered in a specialized single owner 
sale to be held in San Francisco. Winter has won numerous awards for this ground breaking collection 
including several large golds at the international level. It follows the development of maritime 
communications during the 19th century from sailing vessels through to the great steam packets. This 
sale will be posted on our website four weeks prior to the auction. To receive a copy of this important sale 
by priority mail please send $20.

Please visit our website: 

www.rumseyauctions. com
email: srumsey@mmseyauctions.com

Schuyler
Rumsey
Philatelic
Auctions

47 Kearny Street 
San Francisco  

California 94108 
t: 415-781-5127 

f: 415-781-5128

http://www.rumseyauctions
mailto:srumsey@mmseyauctions.com


AN EARLY LETTER TO W ESTERN CANADA

JULIAN RUTH

I bought this letter written and posted in Belfast on 4 June 1825 because of my interest in mail crossing 
the Irish Sea. At the time neither I nor the e-Bay seller realised the significance of the cryptic pen 
endorsement above and to the left of the address and which took the full story of the letter much 
further.

The letter was originally addressed care of the Hudson’s Bay Company in London and postage of 
2/- was paid by the sender in Belfast for that stage of its journey. The postal charge was split be­
tween the Irish and British Post Offices as indicated by a now rather faded manuscript endorsement 
in red ink to the left of the address; 9d for the 80 Irish miles to Dublin and l/3d thereafter, the latter 
made up of 2d packet boat fee, Id Menai Bridge charge and 1/- mileage to London from Holyhead. 
Before leaving Belfast the letter was also date-stamped 4 June 1825 in black and marked with a 
black boxed “P PAID”.

The letter passed through Dublin on 5 June, receiving a red dated octagon date-stamp, and arrived 
in London on 7 June where two red dated tombstone “PAID” marks were added. It was immediately 
forwarded unpaid to John Rae, the local agent for the Hudson’s Bay Company in Stromness, Orkney. 
On the reverse there is a black circular London dispatch datestamp for 7 June and a red Edinburgh 
circular arrival dated 9 June. The onward charges to Orkney were l/SVzd, including J/2 d Scottish 
wheel tax indicated by a black boxed “1/2” applied in London. Those charges are consistent with a 
routing via Wick and the Huna ferry to Kirkwall. There are no further Post Office marks.

Probably also in London, it was marked by a Hudson’s Bay clerk at the top left with the already men­
tioned pen endorsement. This distinctive mark reads “YF” and stands for York Factory, the main 
Company trading post on Hudson’s Bay itself, south of the modern settlement of Churchill. Several 
of the Company’s major trading posts in North America were identified by abbreviated marks at 
that time. It is thought that these rarely seen marks were only applied to the top letter in each bun­
dle of letters for each trading post, accounting for their relative scarcity. From Stromness, the letter 
was carried privately to Canada by the Hudson’s Bay Company in its own vessels. Once at York 
Factory, the letter would have been carried by Company employees to the addressee, John Stuart, 
who was at this date in charge of its interests in Saskatchewan.
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The letter was written by John Stuart’s brother and begins (his spelling and punctuation):
“My dear Brother
I have now before me your letter of 1 August 1823, the last I have had the pleasure to receive from 
you, and the contents of that letter has been really too distressing to me to brood over it without any 
other information from you since.

In the first place, your sudden return from the N.W. to Hd Bay and your discouraging prospects in 
trade were to me a consideration of distress, much heightened by your disappointment in receiv­
ing my letters, which was twice a year and for two years miscarried. This made me suspicious of 
some foul play (as children say) and, having received none from you last season, am exceedingly 
concerned on your account, but sincerely hope that this may reach you and that I may be fortunate 
in the ensuing Autumn so as to hear from you and better tidings.”

He continues with much family news before finishing:
“I must now conclude in hopes that I am not too late for the H. B. ship and that in return I may re­
ceive your reply in the course of the coming autumn. Mrs S & children join me in fondest love and 
best wishes for your welfare and happiness and in fond hopes of better encouragement in all your 
concerns.
I remain, my Dear John, your most affectionate Brother,
P. Stuart.”

So who was the recipient of the letter and what was his news from 1823 that was too awful for his 
brother to think about?

Though John Stuart (1780-1847) was born and died in Morayshire he spent most of his life in what 
would eventually become western Canada and the far north-west of the USA. In 1796 he joined the 
Canadian North West Company and by 1805 he had risen to be an important member of Simon 
Fraser’s epic expedition to explore the lands across the Rockies that became British Columbia. On 
that expedition he became the first commander of the garrison at Fort St James on what was later 
called Stuart Lake after him. Further exploration with Simon Fraser followed in 1808 along what was 
thought to be the Columbia River but which turned out otherwise and was eventually named the 
Fraser.

Stuart spent most of the next decade in an area beyond the mountains then called New Caledonia in 
charge of various posts on behalf of the North West Company. During that time there was an intense 
rivalry with the Pacific Fur Company, which had been set up in the USA by John Jacob Astor, and 
much of Stuart’s time was taken up with fending off their encroachments and harassing them in turn. 
The North West Company eventually won out, largely as a result of the disruptive effects of the War 
of 1812 on American interests in the region, and it purchased Pacific Fur in 1813.

From 1817 to 1820, Stuart was based at Pierre au Calumet in Alberta warding off encroachment from 
the east by another major rival, the Hudson’s Bay Company. This time the rival eventually came 
out on top and the two companies merged in 1821 as the reformed Hudson’s Bay Company. Stuart 
became a chief factor for the new enterprise in the west.

It seems that he had always prided himself on his good relations with the native population and he 
therefore felt perhaps overly responsible when two Company employees were murdered by two of 
the local Carrier Indians at Fort (now Prince) George in 1823. The incident prompted a breakdown 
and led him to ask for a more settled and less demanding posting. His account of the incident in his 
1823 letter home is likely to have been the news that so disturbed his brother. As a consequence of 
his request, Stuart was sent to take control of the Saskatchewan District in 1824 and he would have 
been there when his brother’s June 1825 letter reached him.
Later postings included taking charge of the Winnipeg District from 1826 to 1832 and the Mackenzie 
River District (now in Oregon) from 1832 to 1835. The latter posting was a demotion after Stuart fell
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out with the Governor, George Simpson, apparently because he disagreed over Simpson’s abandon­
ment of his “country wife”.

In 1835, he returned to Scotland on health grounds and was followed in 1836 by his own “country 
wife”, Mary Taylor. Ironically in the light of his earlier disagreement with Simpson, she returned to 
Canada in 1838 because Stuart refused to honour his previous promise to marry her formally. After 
Stuart’s death in 1847, his sisters succeeded after considerable litigation in having his legacy of 
£500 to Mary reduced to £350.

I am aware that other letters sent to John Stuart exist, a number of which were once owned by the 
late Allan Steinhart. I would be most interested to know if the contents of any of the others throw 
more light on the “incident” referred to in this letter or on other aspects of the life of this intriguing 
pioneer of the Canadian West.

POSTAL HISTORY SO C IETY C O N FER EN C E
O CTO BER 2012.

List of Members’ displays.

Alan Holyoake 
John Rawlins 
John Sussex 
Edward Klempka- 
Gerald Marriner - 
Cedric Prys Roberts - 
Julian Tweed 
Richard Farman - 
Norman Higson - 
Graham Booth 
Malcolm Ray- Smith - 
Yvonne Wheatley - 
David Gurney 
David Trapnell - 
Claire Scott 
Richard Stock 
Joachim Frank - 
Richard Wheatley - 
David Tett 
Patrick Frost 
Denis Vandervelde - 
Max Smith 
Geoff Amos 
Clive Jones 
Barry Hobbs 
Neil Prior 
Steve Ellis 
Hugh Feldman -

Early Merchant and Royal Messenger Mail 
Official Paid Mail 
Ireland -  World War II 
GB -  Early Machine Cancellations 
Underpaid Channel Islands International Mail 
British Postal Agency -  Danish West Indies 
GB Registered Late Fees 
Staffordshire Foreign Mail 
Missent Mail
Liverpool Forwarding Agents 
English & Welsh west coast ship letters 
GB -  Railway mail 
Alderney sub Post Offices 
Italians in France -  World War I 
Death
Postage Due Mail 
Cancels of the Shipping Postmasters, South Africa 
Egyptian Hotel Mail 
Phillipines -  World War II Mail 
Unusual GB Mail 
Great Yellow Fever Frenzy 
Bombay -  Inland Post pre 1837 
Australian Maritime Mail 
Leeds Postal History Uniform Penny Post 
TPOs of Central America (Nicaragua & Honduras) 
Yukon Gold Rush Mail 
Maritime Mail -  to Italy 
USA Railroad Mails
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WANT TO SAVE MONEY & TIME AT AUCTIONS 

USE US

TREVOR CHINERY AUCTION AGENT

(EX MARY WEEKS)

Bids remain anonymous and con fiden tia l 
w ith  bids made in  person ensuring best possible price
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CHECK OUR STOCK FROM HOME!!
Our better

Postal History of the World
Choose your items and get them 

by direct purchase.

Just visit:

www.antoniotorres.com
✓  Over 20,000 items with mostly Postal History 
s  Countries from A to Z  
S  Colour photos for every item 
S  A very simple procedure

You are welcome to visit our website 
and contact us if you require further assistance.

Antonio M. Torres
E3 P.O. Bax 46092, London W9 1UZ, Great Britain 

Tel I Fax: 0207 266 4924 - Inti Tel 1 Fax: + 44 207 266 4924 
Email: admin@antonbtorres.com

POSTAL HISTORY 
OF IRELAND
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comprehensive stock in Ihe world ol Irish Postal 
history material Please write and let us knraw your 
particular interest, be it a particular type of marking 
o r cancellation, town or country, rate or route, 
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photocopies of our stock.
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section of Poster History, including some G.B... 
Commonwealth and Foreign, Next catalogue 
sent on request.

MacDONNELL WHYTE LTD.
102 LEINSTER ROAD 
DUBLIN 6, IRELAND
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Society

F or all collectors of rail and sh ip 
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ships

Award winning quarterly colour Journal mailed 
to over 200 worldwide members
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material

Periotic regional and London meetings

See our website tor recent publications
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application form please contact: Chris Bartlett TPO 

&Seapost Society, Woodrich, Quarry Lane, 
Gorsley,Ross on Wye, HR9 7SJ

Find us on the web at: 
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